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. Iraqi accord to be announced next week 

BAGHDAD IR) — Ifaq'j nilmg Baalh Puny s*»d Wednesday Pres idem 
Saddam Hussein's govern men? would announce an autonomy' agreement 
with Kurdish rebels fle*t week The parry newspaper , Al TTiaurj. said the 
anoouncemem would be made immediately after die three -day feast of. 
Eid Al Adha which wans nest Saturday. "The agreement was reached... 
as a result of the leadership's strong conviction to strengthen democracy in 
Iraq and to bolster the positive content of the autonomy experiment," the 
paper said. Al Thawra also published an interview given hv Kurdish rebel 
leader Massoud Bantam in northern Iraq ifl which he declared that a 
comprehensive agree men I had been reached with the Iraqi government 
' The agreement would be signed next week. Mr. Bjrzjrri was quoted av 
saying. He said a new ministry would be created to run the affairs of the 
northern autonomous region of Kurdiuin. home 10 most of Iraq’* ft 5 
rmUscr. Kurds. A spokeswoman for Mr. Bjrzzm saM on Sunday an 
agreement granting wider autonomy to Kurdistan und setting the Wage (or 
greater democracy in the whole country would be signed in the Iraqi 
capital in a week's time. 
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PLO invites dissidents to talks 

DAMASCUS i R ) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation iPLOl has 
invited dissident Palestinian groups bused in to reconciluljcm 

talks in Tunis in mid-Jul>. Khaled Al Fahoum. leader of the Damascus- 
based Palestinian National Salvation From iPSSFl. told Reuters Tuesday 
the PLO Executive Commute in Tunis had *em the invitation to two of 
the (our groups in the front, set up in l^S in opposition to the leadership 
of PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. They are the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine General Command tPFLP-GC). fed by Ahmad 
Jibril. and the Sa'iqa guerrilla group, which is backed by Syria. The PLO 
does not recognise the Other two groups — Fatah L'premg. a dissident 
wing of the Fateh movement, and the Communist Revolutionary Pans — 
as P L0 factions. The invitations, delivered on Tuesday by PLO Executive 
Committee member Adu Ali Muswfa of the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine (PFLP1. followed talks- in Damascus in late May 
between Mr. Faboum and Farouk Kaddoumi. the head of the PLO 
Political Department. 
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King swears In Masri’s 25-member Cabinet 

Change is seen as major turn in Jordan’s political history 
‘If it can capitalise on and translate King’s vision with courage, new 
government can lay basis for enduring liberal democracy’ 


By Nermeea Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday swore in a 
25-member cabinet beaded by 
Prime Minister Taber Masri. It 
was described by observers and 
analysis as one of the most liberal 
governments Jordan has had in 
many years of the Kingdom’s 
political history. 

The Cabinet — dominated by 
centrist, right-of-centre and left- 
of-centre politicians and technoc- 
rats — is a broad-based alliance 
of parliamentary and leftisit 
groups and independents that ex- 
cluded the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement which has the single 
biggest bloc of deputies (23) in 
the 80-man Lower House of Par- 
liament. 


“In its final make-up and in the 
guidelines the King set for it, the 
formation of the new government 
should give a clear signal that the 
state is moving towards liberalism 
not conservatism, towards peace 
and progress and not strife and 
violence, and towards political 
pluralism and not a one-party 
slaie,&' one seasoned observer 
said. 

“The King drew a red line for 
fundamentalist and uitrer con- 
servative groups in the country 
telling them not to cross it be- 
cause that would mean the des- 
truction of what Jordan has al- 
ways stood for," the observer, 
who did not want to be identified, 
added. 

“By excluding the Muslim 
(Continued on page 8| 


Ministers and portfolios 


FoOowiog Is the list of tbe new cabinet: 

Prime Minister and Minister of Defence: Taber Masri 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Transport and 

CmBmunkalions: Ali Snhefmai 

Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs: RaefNejim 

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Abdullah Ensour 

Minister of Education: Eid Al Dahiyat 

Minister of Higher Education: Mohammad Al Hanunouri 

Minister of Finance: Basel Jardaoeh 

Minister of Planning: Ziad Farix 

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities: Abdul Karim Al Kabariti 
Minister of Labour and Minister for Prime Ministry Affairs: 
Abdnl Karim Al Dugbmi 

Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources: Thabel Al Taber 
Minrtrr of Information and Culture: Khaled Al Karaki 


Minister of PnbUc Works and Housing: Saad Havel Surour 
Minister of Slate for Parliamentary Affairs: Andul Salam Freihat 
Minister of MnnidpaJ and Rural Affairs and the Environment: 
Salim Al Zoubi 

Minister of Soda! Development: Awni Al Bashir 

Minister of Water and Irrigation: Samir Kawar 

Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs: Mohammad Fares Al 

Tarawneh 

Minister of State: Jamal Hadltfaa Al Khrelsha 

Minister of Interior: Jawdat Al Sboul 

Minister of Justice: Tayscer Kanaan 

Minister of Agriculture: Subhi Al Qasem 

Minister of Trade. Industry and Supply: All Abu! Ragbeb 

Minister of Health: Mamdouh Al Abbadi 

Minister of Youth: Saleh Irsheidal 



His Majesty King Hussein with the new government headed by Taber 
Masri sworn in Wednesday (Photo by Youelf Al ‘Allan) 


In letter of appointment. His Majesty 
outlines principles, objectives of Jordan 

King stresses national unity , constitutional and 
human rights , socio-economic development, 
democracy and strengthening army and security 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ms Majesty 
King Hussein, in his letter of 
appointment to Prime Minister 
Taber Masri, Wednesday out- 
lined the principles with which 
the new government should work 
and the objectives it should seek 
to achieve. 

The first principle emphasises 
the importance of national unity 
as the basis of the nation’s forti- 
tude and progress. National unity 
should be based on full constitu- 
tional rights for everybody, the 


King told Mr. Masri. 

The second principle is based 
on total respect for human rights 
and openness to the outside 
world. The King told the prime 
minister and his colleagues that 
Jordan “must be a country where 
human rights are respec t ed, and 
the people are open to the whole 
worid." 

The King also instructed the 
prime minister to develop and 
draw from the distinctiveness and 
creativity of individuals as well as 


organisational responsibility. “It 
is high time that we let this 
concept prevail, so that the peo- 
ple can dose their ranks and 
stand united,” the King's letter 
said. 

The new government should 
work towards achieving national 
unity and serving common Arab 
interests, the letter said. Citing 
the example of European cohe- 
siveness after “the chapters of 
bloodshed , confl ict , psychosis 
and feud," the King told the 


government that “we need to 
follow this example more than 
others, within a new world order 
which rejects conflicts of interest 
and which shows no mercy to- 
wards division and scatter." 

On Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions. the King said: 

“Our fraternity in this coun- 
try... on the basis of our belong- 
ing to one country and one na- 
tion, made the Palestinians in this 

(Continued on page 8) 


Badran: 
Programme 
went well 
despite 
crisis 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Following is 
the text of the letter of resigna- 
tion submitted to His Majesty 
King Hussein by Prime Minister 
M iidar Badran: 

Your Majesty; 

I have the honour to present to you 
my feelings of allegiance and toyahy 
praying that God may bless you with 
continued health and to preserve you 
as leader of this nation. 

Your Majesty conferred great hon- 
our on me when you designated me to 
form a government at the start of the 
march of democracy in our dear 
homeland, a government that was 

(Continued on page 8) 


Premier pledges to work for 
democracy, peace and progress 


Masri found his way 
through maze of 
blocs and others 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Following is 
the text of the letter sent to His 
Majesty King Hussein by Prime 
Minister Taher Masri in reply to 
His Majesty’s letter of appoint- 
ment 

In the name of God the Com- 
passiooate, the Merciful 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
may God protect him, 

I was honoured by your 
letter in which you privileged 
me with the responsibility of 
forming the new government. 
As I express my deep pride in 
the trust which Your Majesty 
bestowed upon me at this 
critical stage of Jordan’s poli- 
tical life and its democratic 


process which is vibrant with 
freedom, equality, and the 
rule of law, } beg you to 
accept the expressions of my 
loyalty and pray to God to 
keep Your Majesty, our 
sovereign, to grant you His 
support, and to enable me to 
fulfill the responsibility en- 
trusted to me in serving our 
beloved Jordan. 

Bearing the responsibility 
at the present moment im- 
poses on us an additional duty 
to fulfil! the requirements of 
the democratic process in the 
phase after the ratification of 
the National Charter. This, in 
our view, is not an ordinary 


phase, nor is it a phase of 
routine continuity to what 
preceded it. The National 
Charter has opened new hori- 
zons for the completion of the 
process of building our consti- 
tutionally democratic institu- 
tions within a set of regula- 
tions that conform to Jordan’s 
development in consolidating 
the pillars of a modem state 
based on awareness, diligent 
work, and a comprehensive 
outlook at the current cir- 
cumstances of the country . 
the state of the nation, and 
international changes. 

(Continued on page 9) 


By Mariam M. Shah in 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Tah- 
er Al Masri and his newly 
appointed cabinet were sworn 
into office Wednesday after it 
became clear that the new gov- 
ernment had elected to exclude 
the biggest single bloc in parlia- 
ment. the Muslim Brotherhood, 
in favour of a large number of 
technocrats, pro-establishment 
liberals, members of the pan- 
Arab and leftist coalition, and 
independent Islamists and a num- 
ber of independents. 

Replacing the Badran govern- 
ment that included five members 


of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
two independent Islamists as well 
as technocrats, pre-establishment 
liberals and one member of Jor- 
dan’s biggest pan- Arab and leftist 
coalition. Mr. Masri government 
has managed to tip the balance of 
power in the cabinet in favour of 
centralists, left-of-centre and 
liberal personalities. 

Independent observers said 
that the exclusion of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and the inclusion of 
five members of the Jordanian 
Arab National Democratic 
Alliance (JANDA). a coalition of 
pan- Arab nationalists and leftists, 

(Continued on page 8) 


Masri’s formation of cabinet helps proposal for joint delegation 


By Lands K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Tah- 
er MasrFs success in forming a 
cabinet backed by the major 
liberal, nationalist and leftist par- 
ties and trends in die country 
paves the wayand increases pros- 
pects for the formation of a joint 
Jordanian-PalestHnari delegation 
to a peace conference to solve the 
Israeli- Arab • conflict* according 
to political analysts. 

Masri’s Palestinian origin. ht$ 
long-standing service in tl^e 
Jordanian government combined 
with the SBpporthe secured from* 
certain Jordanian, parties, which 
until recently had been exten- 
sions of Palestinian groups, can 
prove crucial to-ihe forming of a 

Jordanian-Palestinian national 
consensus in. favour of a joint 
delegation, the analysts maintain. 

The Jordanian People’s Demo- 
cratic Party and the Jordanian 
Popular UnityOParty — formerly ' 


extensions of the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (PFLP) respectively — had 
agreed to participate in foe gov- 
ernment on foe basis of the lat- 
ter’s commitment to the right of 
the PLO to choose its representa- 
tives to any preposed talks and 
removal of foe remaining restric- 
tions on political freedom in the 
country. 

The two groups did not directly 
participate in the cabinet, but 
took part in naming five cabinet 
members who represent the 
broader Jordanian Arab National 
Democratic Alliance (JANDA). 

"We do not object to direct 
participation. It might happen in 
the future,” said Tayscer Sbri, 
head of the JPDP — who had 
until last year been a political 
bureau member of the DFLP. 

The participation of JANDA in 
a cabinet beaded by Mr. Masri is 
viewed as a reflection of an 


emerging consensus on a Jorda- 
nian negotiating position and a 
practical realisation of the defini- 
tion of foe role of Jordanians of 
Palestinian origin as outlined in 
foe National Charter, ratified on 
June 9. 

According to the National 
Charter, Jordanians from Palesti- 
nian origin are Jordanians as far 
as their rights and duties of poli- 
tical allegiance are concerned. 

In fact the charter’s definition 
was the culmination of a long 
debate triggerred by Jordan’s 
1988 decision to relinquish the 
responsibility of the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank to the PLO. 
Since then a gradual and some- 
times painful disengagement of 
institutions, including political 
parties, had followed. But the 
practical implementation of the 
disengagement, especially of the 
political groups, had proved to be 
very difficult as many political 
personalities and activists were 
involved in both the Jordanian 


and Palestinian political lives. 

Therefore it was only expected 
that the designation of Mr. Masri 
(even though, according to well 
informed Jordanian souurces, he 
was appointed as a Jordanian and 
not as a Palestinian) would revive 
foe debate. 

In the view of some analysts 
Mr. Masri’s appointment has put 
to the test the acceptance by all 
sides concerned of the new for- 
mula governing Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations. Initially, 
questions could not be avoided 
and were raised in Palestinian 
political circles particularly that 
both the U.S. and Israel have 
persistently rejected the PLO’s 
role in peace negotiations. 

But there were no real traces of 
the tension that had characterised 
Palestinian reaction to other 
Jordanian steps especially prior 
to the disengagement and demo- 
crarisation process. 

Nevertheless, Jordanian and 
Palestinian analysts agree that the 


formation of a broad-based 
national coalition cabinet (ex- 
cluding the Muslim Brother- 
hood). as headed by Mr. Masri, 
has expanded the options of joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian coordina- 
tion and participation in the 
.peace process. 

Some analysts believe that 
maintaining a strong Jordanian- 
Palestinian national co risen us will 

provide both Jordan and the PLO 
with the chance to overcome the 
obstacles that might be caused by 
procedures and to focus on the 
substance and the basis of any 
proposed peace talks. 

“Israel has been trying to avoid 
the real issue, that is giving up 
territories for peace. Pressuring 
Israel to accept a territorial com- 
promise should be the target of 
Jordan and the PLO, said one 
Jordanian analyst. “Differences 
on proedeures will only play into 
Israel’s hand." 

(Continued on page 8) 


King warmly thanks Badran 

You’ve worked in difficult circumstances 


Reformation needed in voting rights, 
procedures and constituency redrawing 


AMMAN (J.T.) Following is the full 
text of His Majesty King Hussein's 
letter accepting the resignation or 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran: 

You have always been a dear 
brother and a source of trust and high 
aspirations.. And when it became 
destined for Arab Jordan to go 
through its most difficult days and 
nights and the hardest weeks, 
months, and years of its march. When 
it was hit by high waves from every 
corner, you were there to undertake 
responsibilities in a period of a com- 
prehensive and deap confrontation, 
change and challenge. You withstood 
and carried what honours men who 
are able to cany and withstand. You 
gave from your mind, conscience and 
health patiently and with the spirit of 

(Continued on page 8) 



His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday presents foe Al Nahda Medal of 
the Highest Order to outgoing Prime Minister Mudar Badran (Photo 
by Yousef Al 'Allan) 
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Islamic List wins first West 


Bank election in 15 years 


HEBRON, Occupied West Bank 
( R) — Islamic fundamentalists on 
Wednesday won control of the 
chamber of commerce in the 
West Bank city of Hebron in the 
first elections for public office in 
the Israeli occupied territories in 
15 years. 

Palestinian sources said the 
Islamic List, headed by business- 
man Hashem Natshe, won six of 
the chamber's 11 seats, suppor- 
ters of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation fPLO) took four 
seats and an independent candi- 
date captured one. 

The ballot on Tuesday of more 
than 1 .500 businessmen was seen 
as a test for future municipal 
elections in the region. 

Voting, under the gaze of 
Israeli authorities, was held with- 
out incident in the town, a focal 
point of the Palestinian uprising. 

Palestinian nationalists had 
predicted victory for supporters 
of the PLO. which is banned by 
Israel. 

Candidates had pledged to 


work against Israeli tax collection 
and vowed to seek support from 
abroad for Palestinian businesses. 

Municipal elections swept by 
PLO supporters, were last held in 
the West Bank in 1976. 


Israeli authorities have since 
sacked most elected Palestinian 
mayors and replaced them with 
appointed officials. 

The Islamic List includes the 
Hamas movement as well as 
other Muslim representatives. 

Mr. Natshe, a relative of Heb- 
ron's deposed. Mayor Mustafa 
Natshe. was not available for 
comment after the election. 

"Both the Israelis and Palesti- 
nians abroad agreed to the elec- 
tions," said Islamic candidate 
Azmi Dweik. “Perhaps municipal 
elections, or other elections will 
follow." 

He said the poll was approved 
by PLO leaders abroad. 

Israel wants to grant the 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
and Gaza only limited “self-rule" 


and had proposed holding muni- 
cipal elections to facilitate the 
autonomy plan. 

Election supervisors, 
appointed by the Israeli “civil 
administration,’' said at least 85 
per cent of eligible voters cast 
ballots. 

Candidates said the high turn- 
out reflected the Palestinian peo- 
ple's yearning for national elec- 
tions. 

“Our people are democratic. 
We cannot live on bread only, we 
need a parliament." said Ali 
Shawer Al Tamimi, who ran on 
the pro-PLO Khali! Rahman list. 

Palestinian industrialists, 
businessmen and storeowners 
screamed to vote as hundreds of 
Arab residents crowded outside 
the election hall in a local-school. 

An official from the U-S. con- 
sulate in Jerusalem was in Heb- 
ron to watch the results of the 
polling. 

Israeli soldiers blocked off a 
street leading to the polling sta- 
tion but kept their distance. 


U.N. team prepares to check 


secret nuclear plants in Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — A 
team of U.N. nuclear experts 
plans to go to Iraq Friday or 
Saturday to search for evidence 
that Baghdad is secretly trying to 
build nuclear weapons, U.N. 
sources said Tuesday. 

The team, from the U.N. com- 
mission supervising the destruc- 
tion of Iraq's dangerous weapons 
and the Vienna-based interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion (IAEA!, flew to U.N. offices 
in Bahrain on Tuesday to prepare 
for the Iraqi visit. 

Team leader is Professor 
Maurizio Zifferero from the 
IAEA. Also in the group is Dr. 


Robert Gallucci. an American, 
who is deputy director of the 
newly formed U.N. commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The IAEA, in a statement re- 
leased in Vienna and New York, 
said the mission would be visiting 
the Tuwaitha research site near 
Baghdad, as well as other loca- 
tions "on the basis of information 
that has recently become avail- 
able.” 

U.S. officials in Washington 
have said they handed to Dr. 
Gallucci and others on the com- 
mission information from an Iraqi 
“defector" who claimed there 
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was a secret enriched uranium 
producing plant near the north- 
ern city of Mosul. 

He is alleged to have said the 
plant yielded more than 10 kilos 
of enriched uranium that could be 
made into a primitive nuclear 
bomb using an old fashioned 
technique once tried but aban- 
doned by the United States. 

IAEA sources in Vienna said 
the agency had planned further 
inspections of Iraqi nuclear in- 
stallations after their initial visit 
in May, but the second trip had 
been brought forward following 
the “defector s reports. 

During the May visit to re- 
search sites at Tuwaitha and Tar- 
miya, the IAEA sealed about 40 
.kilos of uranium — 12.25 kilos of 
96 per cent highly enriched ura- 
nium and about 27.75 kilos of SO 
per cent enriched uranium that 
Iraq had declared. 

Baghdad, in its April 27 report 
to the IAEA, also said some 
enriched uranium was beneath 
the Tuwaitha site and had been 
bombed by allies but other 
amounts had been removed to 
avoid the bombing. 


UndeT a Security Council re- 
solution adopted April 3. Iraq 
must provide details of its che- 
mical, biological, ballistic and 
nuclear weapons so materials can 
be removed or destroyed. 

Once that is accomplished the 
resolutions says Iraq would be 
permitted to export oil again, 
embargoed since four days after 
Baghdad's Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

IAEA Director General Hans 
Blix, said in Vienna over the 
weekend the IAEA had never 
assumed that all sites and mate- 
rials had been located. 



Shamir gives bleak 
view of peace chance 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir gave a 
bleak estimate of Middle East 
peace prospects on Wednesday, 
condemning Arab positions and 
saying the Gulf war had not 
changed regional problems. 

Mr. Shamir's speech followed 
signs of an impending clash with 
Washington over his rejection of 
U.S. requests to Curtail Jewish 
settlement in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“Despite the destruction of 
Iraq's offensive power the basic 
problems of the region remain 
unchanged.” Mr. Sbamir told the 
Zionist General Council. 


allow talks to begin, suggested a 
U.N. observer role and a confer- 
ence that could reconvene, with 
Israeli agreement, after six 
months to hear progress reports. 

Mr. Sbamir turned down the 
Bush proposal earlier this month 
while Syria, a key player if talks 
begin, has vet to respond. Syria 
has sought a strong U.N. role and 
a conference that reconvenes. 

‘The fact Arab states stub- 
bornly demand an Internationa] 
conference and the active in- 
volvement of the U.N. raises 
doubts as to the willingness of 
Arab states to come to terms with 
us,” Mr. Shamir told the Zionist 


“The widespread tendency of 
Arab regimes to rely on war. 
terror and violence ro achieve 
political goals has not changed.” 
he said. “There is no movemenr 
in the approach of Arab states 
towards Israel and they are still in 
a state of war with us." 

Mr. Shamir emphasised his re- 
jection of any U.N. role in peace 
talks or a peace conference with 
any powers, saving only direct 
state to state talks would provide 
agreements. 

U.S. President George Bush, 
seeking a compromise that would 


meeting. 

Shamir, who said on Tuesday 
he hoped to avoid a confrontation 
with Washington over Jewish set- 
dements, played down the differ- 
ences threatening to block Israeli 
requests for S10 billion in U.S. 
loan guarantees to hetp Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

“We are working with the 
American administration hand in 
hand to advance a peace agree- 
ment with Arab states and even if 
there are disagreements some- 
times ... the close relations be- 
tween the countries were not and 
will not be harmed.*' he said. 


Grenade thrown at 


Israeli police post 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A grenade thrown 
by a Palestinian wounded an 
Israeli soldier at a police station 
in the occupied West Bank town 
of RamaJlah Wednesday, military 
sources said. 

The blast, which also damaged 
two cars, was the third against 
soldiers or settlers in the West 
Bank in two weeks. 

The Israeli army clamped a 
curfew on the area of 50.000 
people and began searching for 
the attackers. Witnesses quoted 
by Reuters said, soldiers drove 
away Palestinian shoppers by fir- 
ing shots above their heads. 

A woman from the West Bank 
settlement of Beit El was wounded in 
a grenade attack on her car in Ramal- 
lah two weeks ago. 

On Monday Palestinians threw a 
grenade at the Israeli employment 
office in Nablus but no one was hurl. 

An Israeli newspaper reported 
Tuesday the army plans to issue guns 
to about 100 Jewish seminary stu- 
dents for civil guard duty at a settle- 
ment in the occupied West Bank. 

Past plans to arm Jewish settlers in 
the occupied territories have been 
opposed by left-wing and human 
rights groups, which claimed the step 
would increase violence between set- 
tlers and Palestinians. 

Asked about the report in the daily 


Haaretz. military officials would only 
say the army issues weapons to set- 
tlers “according to criteria set by the 
general staff." They declined to spe- 
cify the criteria. 

Many of the 100.000 Jewish settlers 
in the West Bank and Gaza already 
carry weapons, but most are privately 
owned or issued for army reserve 
duty. Settlers argue they need arms to 
defend against stoning and firebomb 
attacks. 

According to the Israeli human 
rights group Betselem. at least 37 
Palestinians have been slain by Israeli 
civilians in the j^-vear uprising. 

Two Israeli sergeants and a corpor- 
al will be tried soon on charges of 
beating and harassing Palestinians, 
including the staging of a mock execu- 
tion. Haaretz reported. 

The newspaper said charges were 
expected to be filed against other 
soldiers for similar abuses during the 
uprising. 

According to the paper, the 
charges indude beating children on 
their way to school, dragging Palesti- 
nian men and boys from their homes 
and kicking them in the testicles, and 
bludgeoning an Arab bus driver until 
he bled. 

In one case, the newspaper said, an 
Arab man was seized from bis home 
in the Gaza town of Rafah last Janu- 
ary. beaten with a metal helmet, then 
forced to undergo a mock execution 
in which a gun was cocked next to his 
head. 
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Belgium 
may head 
Iraq fund 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The U.N. Security Council Tues- 
day informally tapped Belgium to 
head the governing council of the 
U.N. compensation fund winch 
will oversee Iraqi reparation pay- 
ments for losses stemming from 
the invasion of Kuwait, diplomats 
said. 

In private consultations, the 
15-member council agreed that 
Belgium, a non-permanent coun- 
cil member with a two-year term, 
should steer the governing coun- 
cil. which is to be based in Gene- 
va. 

There was no formal 
announcement and no candidate 
for the post was named. 

The council members also 
agreed that the governing council 
should hold its first meeting in 
early July in Geneva. 

The governing council will in- 
clude representatives of all 15 
Security Council members, and it 
will operate as a subsidiary of the 
Security Council 

But, in a departure from Secur- 
ity Council rules, the five perma- 
nent members will not be able to 
exercise veto power. Nine 
affirmative votes will be required 
to cake an action. 

The council will set policy for 
the compensation commission, 
which will indude experts and 
administer the U.N. compensa- 
tion fund. Under terms of fee 
Security Council ceasefire resolu- 
tion ending fee Gulf war , Iraq 
must set aside a certain percen- 
tage of its future oil revenues to 
pay reparations to victims of its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Although the Security Council 
officially has approved fee gov- 
erning council, commission and 
fund, they are not functioning 
yet. Appointments have not yet 
been made, procedures have not 
been worked out and initial 
financing for fee fund's adminis- 
tration is uncertain. 

On Friday, Security Council 
members will meet informally 
with the U.N. secretariat and 
with legal experts, accountants 
and others to discuss the agenda 
for the first meeting of the gov- 
erning council in Geneva. 

Also Friday, the Security 
Council is to discuss the level of 
Iraq’s contribution to the fund. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar already has recom- 
mended feat Iraq be forced to set 
aside no more than 30 per cent of 
its future oil revenues for repara- 
tions payments. 

The United Stales has been 
pressing to increase the ceiling to 
40 per cent or 50 per cent, but has 
virtually no support on fee coun- 
cil for the higher figure. Most 
nations support the 30 per cent 
ceiling, while some favour s low- 
er figure. Iraq has asked for a 
moratorium of at least two years 
on reparation payments, saying 
its war-battered economy can 
hardly meet fee basic needs of the 
population. 


Britain: No news 
yet on engineer 


LONDON (R) — Britain said 
Wednesday it was seeking details 
from Iraqi, Soviet and Jordanian 
officials on when and how British 
engineeer Douglas Brand, freed 
from an Iraqi Jail, will leave Iraq 
for home. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said there had not been any bitek 
in Mr. Brand’s release. 

“It’s really up to the Iraqis,” 
the spokesman said. "The timing 
and means of transport are very 
much in their hands.” 

The Iraqi Information Ministry 
said Mr. Brand, jailed for life last 
month on spying charges, ieft 
prison on Tuesday and would 
leave Iraq overland via Jordan. 

The Foreign Office said it was 
in touch diplomats in the Iraqi 
and Soviet embassies in Amman 
seeking details of Mr. Brand's 
travel plans. 


Seven killed in rebel clashes InTarkey 


DIYARBAK3R; Turkey (R) — Six Kartfish riM.ari* 
were trilled and five Soldiers wounded in three separate qtashes; mV -• 
southeast Turkey Monday, officials said. They said scconty fonjRl 
killed three rebels after storming a bouse where members or fee 
Marxist Kurdish Workers Party {PKK) were hidin g in th e towaof 
Silvan. In the tiram.ofThnceli, paramilitary gendarmes killed tjw>- 
guerrillas after rebels opened fire on their pofice station. A dvfli aa 
and a guerrilla were killed and five soldiers wowKfcdfotheicmnoC' 
Dizre. The outlawed PKK, based iu- Lebanon's Bekaa Valleys 
lannched a violent independence campaignfor Turkey^ 10 ®a5ea 
Kurds in 1984. More than 3,pnn«— w— * ir4ii*4*ww»*iiMn: 


Lawyers walk out at Tunis trlaK 




TUNIS (R) — Lawyers defending 27 Musfim funfehnentaHsts 
walked out of court in Tunis Tuesday in protest:** 
refusal to give them more time to study the case, jntScial sooices 
said. The fun d a mentalists , members of the oniecogofeed NatKfea 
movement, are being retried for attacking atL officejaf tfee^ ruling 
party in central Tunis in February, burning one gtferd afive and 
injuring three. Eight of the defendants' could be^setrtecml to 
death. After the walkout the court adjourned fee hjeariog for 
consultations between the presiding judge and th&hwyyers, fee 
sources said. Eight of fee fundamentalists were sentencedto Kfe. 
imprisonment at the end. of their first trial is May . &Xteen . revived 
prison terms of btween*ose and 20 years arid rite ofeer^ee were 
given two year suspended sentences. The aafhorities asked an 
appeal court earlier this month to retry the case tdte^ relatives of 
the victims complained feat the sentences were too kni exit. The 
defence lawyers have argued . feat the deafe Of fee- gaard was 
accidental, not premeditated. 


Turkey seizes 250 kg of herofri 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish gendarmes have sei^2$0^kg af;lfeioin 
and detained several people in western Turkey , the Anatolian news 
agency said. The haul, the biggest so far this year wife 'ro estimated 
street value in Turkey of 500 billion Era ($1.15 mfifion), was found 
in a farm house in the village of Yuregjr, 350 km west-of Ankara. It 
fed not say bow many people were detained, equipment and 
chemicals used in heroin production were also seized, it added, it 
was the third confiscation of herein by Turkish fo r ce s rn.fec.past 
month. The first two operations brought in 87 kg of finely 
processed heroin. Tnricey is on fee so-called Balkan route, a major 
drag trafficking route from Afghanistan -to Western Europe 
through Pakistan and Iran. Officials said police. seized about 1,500 
kg of heroin in 1990, 10 per cent .offee amount feat passeeferough 
Turkey. They confiscated 1300 kg in 1989. 


OAU appeals for more aid for Africa 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — The head of fee Organisation of African 
Unity (OAU) appealed Tuesday for mote aid to help millions of 
victims of famine and war. “The combined effects of drought, 
famine and armed conflicts have created a. tragic situation lin winch 
a major human tragedy is unfolding in Africa today,” OAU 
Secretary General Salim Ahmad Safim said in a statement to donor 
nations. “A swift and generous response by the international 
community is most crucial if fee impending catastrophe is to be 
averted,” be added. More than 17 miHion people risk starving to 
deafe because of drought and crvfl strife in Ethiopia, Sudan and 
Somalia. Millions more are at risk in Liberia, Mozambique and 
Angola, accor ding to the United Nations. . Salim said Sudan, 
Djibouti and Kenya required urgent assistance to copewhhahuge 
influx of refugees after recent upheavals in Ethiopia and Somalia. 


-I 


OIC calls for aid for Somalia 


JEDDAH (AP) — The 45-member Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) appealed Tuesday for urgent relief aid for the 
Somali people and said it was willing to host a Somali national 
reconcfliation conference at its headquarters. *T strongly appeal to 
the member states and to the entire work! community to provide 
urgent human aid to fee Somali people whose very existence is 
greatly jeopardised,'’ Secretary-General Hamid Al Gabid said. He 
also appealed to all the Somali movements to resort to reason and 
accept dialogue on the basis of understanding, tolerance and 
fraternity. “You should concentrate your efforts on achieving 
national unity and rebuilding the country,” he told them. ‘The 
OIC is willing to participate in any meeting that could achieve the 
national unity of Somalia. It is also willing to host a national 
reconciliation conference at its headquarters in Jeddah,” Mr. 
Gabid said. “The civil war in this country has killed thousands of 
Somali people, destroyed entire cities and displaced hundreds of 
thousands who are now living in very difficult conditions without 
lodging, food or medicine,” he said. Mr. Gabid recently visited 
Somalia and held talks wife the secessionist leaders in the north 
wife a bid to forge unity in the war-tom country. 


Greece ready to talk with Yilmaz 


ATHENS (AP) — Greece said Tuesday it was ready to talk wife 
the Turkish government fanned by Premier Mesuf Yilmaz, the 
semi-official Athens news agency reported. “The Greek govern- 
ment is ready to undertake, together wife your government, a 
serious and sincere dialogue,” fee agency quoted Premier Constan- 
tine MItsotakis as saying in a telegram. The telegram was sent to 
congratulate Mr. Yilmaz for his appointment Monday as premier 
of Turkey. Mr. Yilmaz will need about a week to form a cabinet “It 
is my firm conviction that in fee context of fee new spirit of 
friendship and cooperation prevailing in Europe today, we can 
work together with the aim of promoting good and fruitful relations 
between our two countries,” Mr. Mitsotakis said. Relations 
between Greece and Turkey have deteriorated in recent months 
following an exchange of diplomatic protests over alleged airspace 
violations by their mflitray aircraft in the Aegean Sea. Greece and 
Turkey have longstanding disputes over airspace control of the 
Aegean and its mineral rights. The two NATO allies have also 
been arguing over fee level of U.S. military aid feat each will 
receive next year and the Cyprus problem. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 

IMG Cartons 

18:30 Documentary 

IMS News in French 

19:15 Documentary 

19JO News in Hebrew 

2fc00 News in Arabic 

2fc3B Day By Day 

21:10 ....- Deadly Intentions 

22M News in English 

22.21 

Movie of the week: “Trapped on the 
37th Floor" 

PRAYER TIMES 

•3:55 Fajr 

0537 f Sunrise; Doha 

UL33 Dfauhr 

16:13 *Asr 

1*38 Maghreb 

20:10 bha 

CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swriflefa 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


St- Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aunuudation Tel. 
637440. 

De hi SaDe Church Tel. 661757 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Atmaodafloa Tel. 
623541. 

Angfiean Church Tel. 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Epfarahu Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman httrutionai Church Tel. 
827981. 685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesus Christ at Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817 and 654932. 
Church of the Nuaurene Tel. 675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin suppBcd by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

The kingdom will remain under the 
effect of a hoi airman Wednesday. 
Winds will be northwesterly light to 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds win be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


in ./max. temp. 


Amman 20/35 

Aqaba 26/41 

Deserts 19/39 

Jordan Valley 24/40 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 36. Aqaba <2. Humidity readings: 
Amman 25 per cent, Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Adnan Al Zugboul 898140 

Dr. Mufced Tan no us 884480 

Dr. Ahmad Al Daqen 676473 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfbuz 793344 

Kras pharmacy 661912 

Fctdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asetna pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 


IRBUh 

Dr. Ali Saraman ( — j 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy (985238) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akran Haddad ( — ) 

KhaKfeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Pofice 192. 627 J1J, 637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Depa r t m ent .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 6Q5800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comp lain is 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 


(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaB Telephone Repairs 661 707 

Jordan Tclcvirioa 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information ... 08-53200 


Queen Alia InU. Airport. 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Aran ... 644281/6 
Akikh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbc Islamic, AbdaB 666127/37 

Al-Ahti. AbdaJi 664164/6 


Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

ALBasfair, J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Araal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

ZarqaGovt. Hospital (09)963323 

Zwqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

IbuSma Hospital (09)986732 

nUUD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greek CatboBc Hospital (02)272275 

[bn Al Nafces Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (031314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


TUs information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) infonoatioa depart- 
ment at the Queen Aha International 
Airport Tel. (08)53300-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

1040 New Delhi (RJ) 

10s 15 Riyadh (RJ) 

10-J0 - Dfaahran(RJ) 

s45 - Dubai. Abo Dhabi (RJ) 

1735 - Lamaca (RJ) 

17:40 London (RJ) 

1*00 Cairo (RJ) 

1&M .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

1&40 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

i*z59 Casablanca. Tank (RJ) 

19:15 Bangkok. Calcuta (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

14* Bahrain (GF) 

»50 Cairo (MS) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal (1) 

12*9 Ab Dbabi-odd-fRJ) 

IUO Montreal. New York (RJ) 

DR London, tarts (RJ) 

Uc38 Lamaca (RJ) 

1440 Cairo (RJ) 

21*0 Jeddah (RJ) 

lid# Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 


1*58 Bahrain (GF) 

2*55 Cairo (MS) 


UppetOowcr price in Os per kg. 

Apple 720 / 450 

(twiwn _ _____ 500 / 450 

Banana (Mukatnm&r) 450 / 400 

Beans : 550 / 250 

Cabbage 100 / 50 

Carrot 240/180 

Cauliflower — 300/250 

Cucumbers (large) 120/80 

i (small) 220/ 160 

400 / 350 

- 500 / 400 

Lemon 370 / 300 

Lettuce (per one) 150/100 

Marrow (large) 100/ SO 

Marrow (small) 170 / 120 

Onion (dry) 200 / ISO 

4&3SO/200 


Cuc um bers l 


Pepper (hot) 300/260 

Pepper (sweet) 360/300 


Potato 

Ratfish 


Sweet radon 

Tomatoes : 

W a t e r m e l on 


300/250 
150/ 100 
450 / 350 
260/220 
220/160 
' 240 / 90 








Home News 



Press draft law 

sent for approval 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Information has finalised 
work on a draft (aw on press and 
publication and submitted it to 
the prime minister's office for 
approval before it can be put into 
practice. 

The draft (aw was worked out 
in the sprit of the Jordanian 
Constitution, which allowed for 
freedom of expression in writing 
and in any other form, and drew 
inspiration from the National 
Charter, which was endorsed by 
the general congress earlier this 
month and approved by His 
Majesty King Hussein, according 
to an official at the Ministry of 
Information. 

He said that freedom of press 
and publication for all groups and 
individuals constituted the back- 
bone of the new law which allows 
various political panics to issue 
their own newspapers. 

The law facilitates the entry 
and distribution in Jordan of va- 
rious books and publications and ' 


offers owners of bookshops, 
printing presses and distribution 
offices the right to contest any 
ruling by the concerned author- 
ities against the distribution of 
any publication and to raise the 
case at the Higher Court of Jus- 
tice. 

The new law guarantees free- 
dom and a great deal of flexibility 
to the Jordan News Agency, 
Jordan Television and Jordan 
Radio to operate independently 
and free of any influences that 
might adversely affect their credi- 
bility. 

The law provides for the crea- 
tion of a higher council for the 
media, to be chaired by the spea- 
ker of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment and to include the ministers 
of information and culture and 
three Parliament members as welt 
as the Jordan Press Association 
president and two of his board 
and two journalists who had 
worked for the media for at least 
10 years. 


Royal 
Decree 
sets up 

university 

commission 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree was issued Tuesday set- 
ting up a Royal Commission for 
the University of Zarqa. It com- 
prises Mr. Mudar Bad ran. as 
chairman, and ministers of higher 
education and education, as 
members, along with Awni Al 
Masri, Kamel Ajlouni. Abdullah 
Oweidat. Ibrahim Takieddin and 
Abdul Majid Shorn an. . 

'file Higher Education Council 
had earlier approved the estab- 
lishment of a national university 
in Zarqa. 


Peaceful appeal turns into 
outrage at Kuwaiti missiori 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to [he Jordan Times 

AMMAN — What started out 
as a peaceful appeal by family 
members of those condemned 
to death in Kuwait, turned into 
outrage Wednesday when the 
Kuwaiti Embassy in Amman 
refused to accept their written 
appeal. 

a Led by three members of the 
Lower House of Parliament, 
about ISO men. women, and 
children, along with repre- 
sentatives from popular com- 
mittees and unions, marched 
from the Red Cross headquar- 
ters in Amman to the Kuwaiti 
Embassy with the intent to 
hand in a letter demanding fair 
trials, reversing the death sent- 
ences and putting an end to the 
arbitrary acts of revenge and 
torture in Kuwait. 

At first the delegation, made 
up of family members of the 
accused and three parliamenta- 
rians — Mansour Seif Iddine 
Murad, Ziad Mahfouz and 
Mohammad Haj — was not 
allowed on the premises of the 
embassy. Instead, a repre- 
sentative from die embasssy 
came out and took the appeal 
from the delegates. Soon after 
they banded in the appeal 
another representative came 
out and gave it back. 

The refusal of the Kuwaiti 
Embassy to take the appeal 
sparked outrage among those 
who went there in the hopes of 
getting a positive reaction from 
Kuwaiti embassy officials. 

“I was told by the Foreign 


Ministry that the embassy is 
not even cooperating with the 
ministry. They (the Kuwaiti 
Embassy) refuse to answer the 
calls of the ministry," Mr. 
Murad, a member of the 
Democratic Bloc in Parliament 
said. “We strongly call for the 
closure of the Kuwaiti Embas- 
sy in Amman, and severing all 
ties with Kuwait, if it goes on 
ignoring our appeals,” he 
added. 

Jordan appealed on Monday 
for immediate international in- 
tervention to save the lives of 
Jordanians and Palestinians 
condemned to death in 
Kuwaiti martial law courts for 
their alleged collaboration with 
Iraq. The Kingdom has also 
been contacting the Kuwaiti 
government in order to reopen 
its embassy in Kuwait, but so 
far no response has come 
through. 

On Tuesday, Kuwaiti courts 
issued another eight death 
sentences, bringing the total 
number of people condemned 
to death to 21. 

"If the Kuwaiti government 
does not listen to our calls and 
the calk of Arab and interna- 
tional organisations to stop 
these measures, our people 
will not remain silent," Mr. 
Murad said. 

Standing in front of the 
headquarters of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) in Amman, par- 
ticipants called on the interna- 
tional community to intervene 
and put an end to the long list 
of summary trials against 
Jordanians, Palestinians and 


other Arab nationals in 
Knwait. 

A delegation handed the 
appeal to the representative of 
the ICRC demanding more ac- 
tion from the committee. 

“Don’t just feel with them, 
HELP them, they are inno- 
cent.” “Where are the human 
rights in Kuwait?*' “We de- 
mand the release of all prison- 
ers in Kuwait,” read some of 
the banners carried by family 
members of those who face 
death in Kuwait. 

Samira Aminah Nasr. the 
mother of Osama Suhe«* 
Abdullah, a 28-year-old Jorda- 
nian who did layout for the A! 
Nida’a newspaper, described 
her son as a calm person who 
stayed away from any political 
activity during the occupation. 

Mrs. Nasr said that three 
days after the "liberation" of 
Kuwait her son was stopped by 
a Kuwaiti road block. "By 
coincidence Osama had four 
books about Palestine in the. 
back seat of his car," she said. 
“So they accused him of own- 
ing a printing press that pub- 
lished anti-Kuwait material,*’ 
sbe added. 

After they arrested him, 
they found out that, he had 
gotten two paychecks from the 
Iraqis, for his two months' 
work at the paper. “Never in 
my wildest dream did I imagine 
that something like that would 
happen to him." Mrs. Nasr 
said. “I told him to get out of 
Kuwait, but be refused and 
insisted that Kuwait was his 
country.” she added. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 

The following listings are com- 
piled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers 
are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with die con- 
cerned institutions. 


KLM back 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Effective 
June 26, 1991 KLM. Royal 
Dutch Airlines, in co- 
operation with Cyprus Airways 
announces the operation of- 
two weekly services between 
Amman and Amsterdam on 
Wednesdays and Fridays. On 
this occasion. Mr. Najeeb 


to Amman 

Fakhoury. the general mana- 
ger for KLM in Jordan, held a 
reception Wednesday. June 
19. at the Regency Palace 
Hotel for all rravel agents and 
briefed them about the joint 
service by KLM, Royal Dutch 
Airlines and Cyprus Airways. 


EXHIBITIONS 


tir Exhibition of photographs by 
Bernard GuiSot at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

‘ft An of paintings and 

scntptnres by Showqi Sbouki- 
ui, Mohammad A! Jafous and 
Rifqi A! Razzaz at Abdul 
B m wm ' J Shonum Foundation 

(KkfiO un. to 8:00 pjn.) 
ft Palestinian heritage exhibi- 
tion at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

it Photo exhibition by Hans 
Richter at the Goethe Insti- 
tute. 

fl Poster exhtoWon at the Brit- 
ish CoonciL * 

ft Ceramics e xh i bition' by Mar- 
garet Tadros and Najwa 
. Amab at the Spanish Gtdtn- 
- rai Outre between Jane 17- 
30, from 9 aJn.-l p-m. and 4 
jun.-7 pjo. dosed daring 
EM Al Star. 


FILMS 

it A festival of animated draw- 
ings and paintings featuring 
the utasftemrfc Opus I (Wal- 
ter Bnttman), Dfagonakin-. 

; Cone (Viking Kggrftag) vad 
Motion Painting No. 1 (Oskar 
Fbcfafnger) at the Goethe In- 
stitute. 



IBM DEALERS MEET IN BAHRAIN: IBM Personal Systems 
dealers from throughout the Gutf region are meeting at the 
Bahrain Hilton this week to discuss future strategies and new 
products with their boats. Gulf Butoessi Machines (GBMl. and 
senior IBM executives. The conference opened Tuesday morning 
with an address by Ahmed Hnbai!, deputy minister of. commerce 
■Mil ggrifwttim*, to Whlrii hm highlighte d the oppoi tunitics existing 
fat the region and the importance of Bahrain as a regional centre, 
recognised by gn at international companies such as IBM in 
encouraging GBM to establish its headquarters in Bahrain. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 


Profile of the new Cabinet 


AMMAN (J T.j — Following 
are the profiles of the mini-tcrv 
who joined the new govern- 
ment'. 

Taysccr Kanaan, minister of 
justice 

Bom in Nablus in he 

obtained his secondary and Ijw 
diplomas from Jerusalem, versed 
a! one lime as head of a tour; i.i 
Jerusalem and later worked at the 
Court of Cassation and the High- 
er Court of Justice until 1 l ~»S4 
when he was retired for political 
reasons. He told the Jordan 
Times he would give due atten- 
tion lo the judicial system and the 
judges. 

Ati Abul Raghcd. minister of 
industry, trade and supply 

Bnrn in Amman in he 

obtained a civil engines nni* de- 
gree from Tennessee, m l' S . m 
I^ti7. Worked at the Minisirv of 
Municipal and Rural A fi.urs anJ 
the Environment from l*to7 i.» 
1972 before turning to pi r. ale 
business. He became president of 
the Jordanian Contractors Asso- 
ciation from |‘»M> to I99tl 

Dr. Subhi Af Qasem, minister 
of agriculture 

Born in Bal'a. near Toulkurm 
in 1934. he was educated in ihe 
United States. He received his 
B.A. degrees from Kansas and 
his Masters and Doctorate degrees 
from Minnesota University. 
From 1960 to 1%5 he served in 
the Ministry of Agriculture and 
from 1965 to 199] at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan. He told the Jordan 
Times' that he would give due 
care to the farmers and invest- 
ments in farming as he believes 
that appropriate climate helps to 
boost production. 

Samir Kawar, minister of wa- 
ter and irigation 

Born in Salt in 1934. he was 
educated in Salt and Amman and 
later in the United States where 
he graduated with a BSe degree 
in agricultural engineering from 
Arizona and Masters Degree :n 
Kansas. He served in the Recon- 
struction Department and later 
turned his attention to business. 
He was elected Parialment mem- 
ber in the 1989 elections for the 
Salt constituency. In a statement 
to the Jordan Times. Mr. Kawar 
said he planned to renew the 
water network in most regions 
and would pursue a programme 
for the development of' under- 
ground water resources and dams 
to utilise surface water resources. 

Raef Nijem, minister of awqaf 
and Islamic affairs 

Was educated in Jerusalem and 
later obtained a civil engineering 
degree* from Cairo University in 
1951 . He worked abroad and for 
the Ministry of Public Works 
from 1966 to 1976. at Yarmouk 
University from 1976 to 19S4. He 
was minister of public works be- 
tween 1984-85. Later he ran an 
officie for engineering consultan- 
cy services. Mr. Nijeir. is member 
of the Committee for the Recon- 
struction of the Dome of the 
Rock. 

Mamdoub Al Abbadi, health 
minister 

Born in Amnin in 1943, gradu- 


ated from high school 19ou. 
graduated from Istanbul Uni- 
versity with a degree in medicine 
in ]9nf. and obtained a diploma in 
op: homology from London in 
1 '73 He served with the Health 
Ministry for 10 Years before 
opening a clinic. He also served 
as president of the Jordanian 
Nfedicial Association from 19S7 
to 1 90 !. He told the Jordan 
Times that he was keen on boost- 
ing pubi:e health services. 

Salim Zoubi. minister- 0 f 
municipal and rural affairs 
and the environment 

Born in Khraja. near Irbid in 


Jordan's new Palestinian bom 
prime minister, is a popular 
diplomat who laces the tough 
task of keeping Amman's drive 
fur Middie East peace alive 
and continuing his country's 

democratic reforms. 

Bom in the Israeli-occupied 

Wes; Bank town of Nablus in 
1942. Mr. Masri. rhe first 
Palestinian to hold the post in 
2H years, will also have to 
pursue delicate fence mending 
with Arab states angered by 
Jordan's pro-Iraqi sympathies 
in the Gulf war. 

Mr. Masri. considered a 
moderate and a pragmatist, is 
seen as well qualified to follow 
His Majesty King Hussein's 
directive that Arabs and 
Israelis should break long held 
taboos. 

Mr. Masri has pledged flex- 
ibility in responding to 
Washington's efforts to coax 
Israel. Palestinians and Arabs 
into peace talks. 

But he emphasises that Jor- 
dan will never accpet any set- 
tlement that does not guaran- 
tee Israel's withdrawal from 
occupied Arab lands in return 
for peace in line with U.N. 
resolutions 242 and 338. 

“We are ready to be flexible 
on matters of shape, but not on 
matters of substance, mainly 


1945. he studied law in Alexan- 
dria and graduated with a B.A. 
degree in 1986 and with Masters 
in Law in 1970. Served in judicial 
posts from 1971 until 1977 and 
later practiced law. He was 
elected member of Parliament in 
the 1989 general elections. 

Ali Siiheimat, minister of 
transport 

Born in Karak in 1936. he 
obtained his civil engineering de- 
gree from the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut in 1960. He 
served in a number of posts, 
including the Ministry of Public 
Work* and later a minister of 
transport from 1973 until 1976. 
He also served as minister of state 
for Prime Ministry affairs. Until 
his new appointment Mr. 
Suhcimat. served as Mayor of 
Amman. 


Jawdat Esboul, minister of in- 
terior 

Bom in Tafileh in 1932. he was 
educated in local schools before 
obtaining his university degree in 
law from the Arab University of 
Beirut in 1968. Mr. Esboul served 
in a number of posts here and in 

Abu Dhabi and for some time he 
worked as a legal advisor for a 

number of organisations and in 
senior positions at the Ministry of 
Interior. In 1989 he became gov- 
ernor of Irbid and in 1991 gov- 
ernor of Amman. 


rhe exchange of land for 
peace.'* he said after meeting 
L'.S Secretary of Slate James 
Baker in April. 

Known for his informal, out- 
spoken manner and keen sense 
of humour, the U.S. educated 
former diplomat has main- 
tained the goodwill of a broad 
range of factions in his 
decades-long political career. 

Mr. Masri. the eldest of five 
brothers and four sisters, com- 
es from a wealthy and promin- 
ent family with close ties to the 
Royal Court. 

He is also very close to the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) and its mainstream 
Fateh movement which wields 
great influence among many 
Palestinians in Jordan. ’Those 
links helped him secure a seat 
during the 1989 general par- 
liamentary elections, the first 
poll in over two decades. 

“Masri <s the best bridge 
between Jordan and the 
PLO." said an associate. “He 
knows the limits of the two and 
is a logical choice in terms of 
his back round, experience and 
integrity.*' 

The prime minister's unde 
Taher Al Masri was shot dead 
in Nablus in February 1986 
shortly after Israeli authorities 
appointed him mayor of the 
city. 

Mr. Masri served as foreign 
minister for five years under 


Awni Bashir, minister of so- 
cial development 

Born in Salt in 1956. he 
obtained his degree in medicine 
from Cairo University in 1980 
and worked at Al Hussein Hos- 
pital in Salt. He was elected as' 
member of the Lower House of 
Parliament in the J989 general 
elections. 

Abdul Karim Al Kabariti, 
minister of tourism 

Bom in Amman in 1949, he 
was educated at the Islamic Col- 


lege and at the University of 
Beirut, where he graduated with 
a B.A. degree in business admi- 
nistration. and in Texas Universi- 
ty. He is member of the Lower 
House of Parliament. He served 
in the field of tourism here and 
abroad and later served as minis- 
ter of tourism in (he Mudar Bad- 
ran cabinet. 


Abdullah Ensour, foreign 
minister 

Bom in Salt in 1939. he was 
educated at the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut and in the Un- 


three different governments. 
He held that post in 19SS when 
former U.S. Secretary of State 
George Shultz launched a Mid- 
dle East peace bid and in 1985 
when Jordan and the PLO 
signed a political coordination 
accord which collapsed in acri- 
mony a year later. 

Mr. Masri has also been 
ambassador lo Britain. France 
and Spain. He is married with 
two children. 

Despite the King's signal, 
through his choice of Masri. 
that Jordan is committed to the 
peace progress, Mr. Masri tells 
dose friends that peace is dis- 
tant because Israel refuses to 
give up land and Washington is 
unwilling to pressure the Jew- 
ish state. 

His political experience 
helped give him a higher poli- 
tical profile abroad than his 
predecessor Mudar Badran. 
who resigned on Monday after 
18 months during which he 
focused on domestic politics 
and the economy. 

Mr. Masri who holds a busi- 
ness degree from North Texas 
State University, faced a stiff 
economic challenge. Jordan 
has an eight billion dollar fore- 
ign debt and rising unemploy- 
ment. 

He will also oversee further 
steps towards democracy as 
Jordan drafts laws for its" first 
multi-party elections in three 
decades. 


ited States where he graduated 
with a Masters degree in 1965. 
and with a Doctorate degree from 
the Sorbonne University in Paris. 
He is member of Parliament, 
elected in the 1989 elections, and 
formerly served as minister of 


finance in the cabinet of Zcid 
Rifai. He also served us director 
of the Income Tax Department 
and in several other posts here 
and abroad. 

Dr. Saleh Ersbeidal, minister 
of youth 

Born in Irbid in 1946. he com- 
pleted his secondary education in 
Egypt before going to Germany 
where he obtained a Doctorate 
decree in civil engineering in 
1965. He served as a consultant to 
major and regional firms in Jor- 
dan between 1980 and 1990. Dr. 
Ersheidat is member of the Jor- 
dan Arab National Democratic 
Alliance (JANDA) and the Arab 
Human Rights Organisation. 

Mohammad Fares Al Taraw- 
neh, minister of state 

Born in 1941. he obtained a 
degree in law from the Arab 
University of Beirut in 1981). He 
worked as a lawyer and served a.* 
offivial at the Jordan Valiev Au- 
thority between 1974-1979. Latei 
he practiced law. 

Dr. Eid Dahiyat, minister of 
education 

Born in 1945. he holds a PhD 
in English literature from the 
University of North Carolina 
Chapel Hill. He became profes- 
sor of English literature at the 
University of Jordan in 1974 
became minister of youth be 
tween 1986-1988. vice presidem 
of academic affairs at the Uni 
versity of Jordan between 1989 
1990 and president of Ammar 
Private University in 1990-1991 

Abdul Salam Freihat, ministei 
of state for parliamentary 
affairs 

Born in 1935, he obtained : 
degree in law from the Aral 
University of Beirut in 1982. Hi 
served in the ministries of educa 
tion and awqaf and was electei 
member in Parliament in 1989 
He is member of the Independen 
Islamic Bloc, representin; 
Ajloun constituency.* 

Mohammad Al Hammouri 
minister of higher education 

Bom in Beit Ras. near Irbid 
studied law and obtained a doctc 
rate degree from Cambridge Un 
versity. He worked as dean of th 
Faculty of Law at the Universit 
of Jordan between 1980 and 198$ 
He served as minister of cultur 
in 19SS-1989, and with the res 
ignation of the cabinet of Prim 
Minister Zeid Rifai returned t 
work as dean of law at the Un 
versity of Jordan until now. 


CAR FOR SALE 


1985 Opel Ascona, four doors, 1600cc, central lock,' power 
brakes, power steering, 7 blue metallic colour, Spanish licence, 
perfect condition. 

Only interested call phone: 843555 — Ext 3962 



Masri — popular diplomat , politician 

By Rana Sabbagh 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Taher Al Masri. 



ALIA 

HOTEL'S 

ESCAPE 

PLAN 

A one n'ght stay (double 
occupancy), including breakfast 
and lunch. Free pool entrance 
and a romantic dinner dance at 
AL-AZRAQ swimming pool for 
just 



Per couple 

(including taxes and service) 




For reservations please cad: 

<&> 

ALIA HOTEL. &*JLC.Sa*9 

Sales DepL TeS: 08/51090 
Royal Tours Inter- Con linenlel Hofet Te! 644267 


Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P.C.) of Amman. Joraan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400.000 tonnes per year The facilities will be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern eno ol the Dead Sea. about 
200km north of the port of Aqaba 

A P C has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the Worfd Bank and 
Switzerland 


The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering for any of the 
following equipment, to apply for tender documents to A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 


shewn below The cost for each tender 

1. Carnallfte centrifuges 

2. Product centrifuges 

3. Agitators 

4. Thickener Mechanisms 

1. Mr. issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 

P.O. Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 


package shall be U.S.S40 — non refundable. 

5. Dryer 

6. Cooler 

7. Carnal I ite/Crysta Miser screens 

8. Salt flotation cell bank 

2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 


Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. 

Fax No.: 962-6-67441 6/ Am man H.O. 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
665116 or 03-377121 - Site 


Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Tender documents will be available to suppliers on and from June 16th, 1991. The 
closing date for submission of tenders wilJ be 12-00 noon July I5rh. 1991 

A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 
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Between reality and progress 


THE APPOINTMENT of Mr. Taber Masri to form 
Jordan's next government came as a bit of surprise to many 
ordinary Jordanians. They had been expecting the resigna- 
tion of Prime Minister Mndar Badran ever since the Gulf 
war ended in March, but very few laymen — and 
intellectuals — thought that His Majesty King Hussein's 
choice would finally be the affable but able minister of 
external affairs. Upon hearing the news of Mr. Masri's 
selection as prime-minister designate, most Jordanians 
thought the choice was intended at nudging the Middle East 
peace process, if not outright for starting negotiations with 
Israel. But when asked by an inquisitive reporter whether 
that was his real mission, Mr. Masri had this to ask the 
journalist: “What peace process do you mean?" Indeed. 
For despite the initial, somewhat sceptical reaction by the 
public to the new change, common wisdom has it that 
whether Jordan enters a peace process and eventually 
negotiations with Israel does not as much depend on who the 
prime minister in Amman is as it is in fact a function of what 
all the others want or are ready to accept. 

Mr. Masri may be a more “flexible,” more “Western- 
oriented” personality than the outgoing prime minister, 
Mr. Mudar Badran. Essentially, however, their policies on 
the peace process are not much different and the two men 
have not been known to fight over foreign policy matters. 

No doubt, the new prime minister, because of his 
Palestinian heritage and good links with the PLO, win try to 
play the Palestinian hand more shrewdly and effectively 
than Mr. Badran did, which will be an asset to him in the 
search for Arab-lsraeli-Palestinian peace. Another asset 
might be that his relations with the U.S. and its Arab allies 
during the Gulf war are not as strained as they were with 
Mr. Badran. 

But, let us face it, the new government is not and cannot 
be only about peace moves and international relations, 
important as they may be. The government in this country 
does some other things and traditionally has some heavier 
responsibilities to shoulder. It builds schools and houses, 
dams and stadiums; it employs 60 per cent of the total 
workforce: it supervises the army, and controls the intelli- 
gence and police departments; it provides water, electricity 
and health: it even owns TV companies, hotels and 
newspapers. So any prime minister holds power that 
extends far beyond foreign policy issues, especially now 
when Jordan lives through a thriving democratisation 
process and where any new government has to earn a 
parliamentary vote of confidence at some stage of its life. 

After 38 years on the throne. His Majesty the King should 
know the world well and he knows exactly where he wants 
his country to be. 

By appointing Mr. Masri to his post, he is basically saying 
one thing: The future of Jordanians and Palestinians is now 
more interwoven and meshed than it had been in a long time 
and that the way to the future from here lies through liberal 
democracy at borne and more diplomacy abroad. 

It remains up to the new prime minis ter and his colleagues 
to translate the King's vision into reality, more development 
and progress. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Wednesday launched a bitter attack on the United States 
which was instrumental in the latest U.N. Security Council vote 
depriving Iraq of its military power. The U.N. resolution against 
Iraq is designed to transform that country into a weak state 
incapable of defending itself and depending on the United States 
and the West for survival, said the paper. This resolution will soon 
be followed by a decision in the United States to supply Israel 
with a vast arsenal of mass destruction weapons which could bring 
destruction to Iraq or any other Arab state at any moment, the 
paper predicted. The resolution against Iraq was a show of 
Western contempt of the Arab Nation and a means to humiliate 
the Arab people and deprive them of the power to defend 
themselves against any future Israeli aggression, the paper 
continued. But, it said, humiliation of others does not bring 
victory to the aggressors; and the time will come when the 
oppressed nations will transform their wrath into revenge. With 
this latest resolution, the United States hopes that it will keep 
Israel far more superior in military capability over ail the Arab 
countries put togerher, thus securing its continued drive towards 
expansion at the expense of its Arab neighbours, the paper 
added. It said that the people of this region will not remain 
dormant for so long, but will rise against oppression and tyranny 
to deal ignominious defeat on its enemies. 


A1 Dustoor voiced the Jordanain and Palestinian people's bitter- 
ness over statements made by Kuwait's ambassador to the United 
States and published in the Washington Times in which he deary 
announced his country's intention of evicting all the Palestinians 
now living In Kuwait. The paper said the statements coinride with 
the ongoing atrocities committeed in Kuwait against the Joida-' 
nian and Palestinian people who had built the emirate over the 
past four decades and are now rewarded with humiliation, 
assassination, and eviction. The paper quoted the Kuwaiti 
ambassador as saying that the Palestinians in Kuwait would be 
replaced by other nationals from the Philippines and India, and 
the Kuwaiti government could if need be, transport 200,000 of the 
Palestinians to America where people have been voicing concern 
over the plight of the destitute people. Such statements, coming in 
the midst of ongoing atrocities and acts of intimidation, terrorism 
and barbaric actions, can only point to the fact that the little 
sheikhs of Kuwait are not only unable to control matters of 
government in their little country but are also adopting officials 
government policy against the oppressed people in violation of 
human rights and all principles and laws, the paper pointed out. 
The show trials in Kuwait, die detention and torture of 
Palestinians and Jordanians as well as the other outrageous acts 
call for condemnation on the part of the world community which, 
the paper said, should intervene and put an end to the ordeal of 
innocent people. 


‘Jordan is the cradle of monotheistic religions... it must be a country, 
where human rights are respected and the people open to the world 


King: National unity, consolidation 
of democracy guarantee progress 


Following is the full text of His 
Majesty King Hussein's letter of 
designation to Prime Minister 
Taher Masri on Wednesday, June 
19. 1991. 

His Excellency, our brother 
Taher AI Masri, may God protect 
him. 

We have had the pleasure of 
knowing you closely for nearly 
two decades, during which we 
followed your performance and 
achievements in every post which 
you occupied. You have always 
been efficient, faithful, devoted 
to your work, constantly develop- 
ing your experience, and always 
capable of benefiting from it. 
You have always shouldered your 
responsibilities with courage, 
awareness, and faithfulness, re- 
mained committed to the good of 
the country, worked for its digni- 
ty. and upheld in your positions 
and work. Jordanian national un- 
ity. which is the basis of national 
fortitude and progress. 

In view of the resignation of 
the government of His Excellency 
Mr. Mudar Badran, we are 
pleased to entrust you with form- 
ing and leading the new govern- 
ment, just after the National 
Charter gained the blessing and 
endorsement of the people, and 
at a rime when our country passes 
through delicate circumstances 
which require much care and 
attention . and much diligent 
work at all levels and in all fields 
to complete the work started by 
the former government in con- 
solidating the democratic process 
and confronting the economic 
and social problems which have 
escalated because of the Gulf 
crisis. This will require mustering 
the nation's will, determination, 
resources, and efforts. It will also 
require a comprehensive and re- 
. sponsible outlook to the general 
domestic situation, the painful 
Arab reality, and the world de- 
velopments in progress, as well as 
the resultant policies and orienta- 
tions which will affect this region. 
of which our country is an integ- 
ral part. 

Our people’s endorsement of 
the Nationl Charter marks the 
beginning of a new phase which 
calls on us to assert the following 
principles, concepts, and fun- 
damentals, as the basis of your 
government’s programme, until 
the realisation of our objectives, 
with God's assistance: 

On principles: 

First: National unity is the basis 
of the nation's fortitude and prog- 
ress. Jordan has always been and 
will always remain the haven for 
all Arabs, and an integral part of 
the Arab nation. We Arabs have 
long sung the praises of unity, 
raised its slogans, and sacrificed 
for it. We have always asserted 
that Jordan is the country of the. 
Muhajirin and Ansar (Jodanians 
and Palestinians), and acted on 
the basis of this fundamental 
principle to keep this country as 
one femily, where all the people 
enjoy their full constitutional’ 
rights, where all stand equal be- 
fore the law, and where everyone 
is committed to their national 
duty within the framework of an 
institutional state of law. 

Second: This country is the 
cradle of monotheistic religions 
and human civilisation on this 
small planet Therefore, it must 
be a country where human rights 
are respected, and the people are 
open to the whole world ... A 
country where tire people uphold 
the legacy of high morals and 
good character, build bridges of 
confidence with others, and seek 
to secure mutual interests on a 
basis of mutual respect. These are 
fundamental issues that require 
everyone concerned to respect his 
freedom through respecting and 
caring for the freedom of others. 
The heritage of our civilisation, 
our awareness, and our faith in 
our message, require that we 
transform our country into a. 
beacon of light rather than a 
focus of absorption in political 
thought and standards, so it be- 
comes a model for our brothers in 
all countries, and for future gen- 
erations. 

Third: The strength of a nation 
springs from the strength of its 
people. The strength of a people 
springs from the distinctiveness of 
the individual citizens, and their 
organisation in progressive sys- 
tems that channel their potential 
with confidence and. creativity to 
the good of the nation. Only then 
the people become more deserv- 
ing and capable of shouldering 
their responsibilities and facing 
their destiny. It is high time that 
we let this concept prevail, so that 
the people can dose their ranks 
and stand united. 

Fourth: Over the thirty eight 
years during which I have borne 
the responsibility, I have never 
known myself, nor has anyone 
known me to be but an Arab 


Hashemite. Nor has Jordan ever 
been known to be otherwise. 
Together we have borne the mes- 
jSage of the Great Arab Revolt. 
My only concerns have been the 
aspirations of the nation and Jor- _ 
dan. and Palestinian cause, which" 
is our first cause, and the first and 
most cherished cause of the Arab 
nation. Neither we, nor you have 
ever wanted Jordan to be but 
strong in its resolve, reliant on 
itself, and believing in God and 
His message. In the position 
which 1 occupy, and in the posi- 
tions T have upheld. I have always 
been for all .Arabs, in the same 
way as our good and proud peo- 
ple. and our professional and 
pure Arab Army, which has nev- 
er gone astray in the labyrinth of 
politics, mutiny, and factional- 
ism. A country with these charac- 
teristics must always be the most 
concerned to embody cohe»ive- 
ness among its people and all the 
Arab peoples. It is certain that 
Arab unity will never be realised 
until fundamental problems have 
been overcome, until the Arab 
people exercise their right to 
freedom and democracy and en- 
dorse scheduled programmes for 
the processes of complementarity 
and unity, and develop them into 
reality. We have the best example 
of this in Europe which was the 
theatre of two world wars and the 
Cold War in the course of this 
century. It overcame ail this 
through awareness and concern 
for the good of its peoples — big 
and small, rich and poor, have 
joined together to build together 
a great European edifice, after 
turning the chapters of blood- 
shed. conflict, psychosis, and 
feuds. We need to follow this 
example more than others, within 
a new world order which rejects 
conflicts of interest and which 
shows no mercy towards division 
and scatter. 

Fifth: Our fratt. .iry in this 
country, the Muhajirin and 
Ansar, on the basis of our belong- 
ing to one country and one na- 
tion. made the Palestinians in this 
country safe from any loss of 
freedom, idignity. nationality, or 
citizenship which afflicts the 
Palestinians of the occupied terri- 
tories and those in the Diaspora. 
They suffer unjust policies that 
almost deprive them of every- 
thing and reduce them to names 
and numbers on a list entitled 
“Bidoun" (without). If not for 
this fraternity, of which we are 
proud, and for which we care, we 
would be like others, without 
dignity, without honour, without 
a sense of belonging, without 
even the ability to stand together 
in the face of difficulties, putting 
our faith in God first, and in 
ourselves second, to build our 
nation, and hold our heads high 
in dignity and pride. 

Sixth: As we observe events 
nnfold: The critical and succes- 
sive world developments, and the 
rapid deterioration of the Jorda- 
nian. Palestinian, and Arab situa- 
tions, let us have the self- 
confidence to tell the truth and 
defend it rather than hide in fear 
and complacency behind slogans 
of nationalism and courage, while 
our people in the occupied terri- 
tories hold tenaciously to their 
land, and defend their tide to it 
and their rights on it. These 
Palestinians, in my view, and 
upon my conscience are more 
honorable and nationalistic than 
all others. For our part we are for 
the just and comprehensive solu- 
tion of the Palestinian problem. 
We fear God more than we fear 
his creatures. From him we seek 
guidance, and him we seek to 
please. We do not seek blood- 
shed because our nation was cre- 
ated to spread good, peace, and 
amity between all nations on 
earth. We seek a peace that 
safeguards our rights and which 
secures a life in freedom and 
dignity for our future genera- 
tions. 

On fundamentals and objectives: 
A: On the domestic level: 

First: To enact or amend legisla- 
tion concerning the completion of 
the democratic process, and to 
start implementing political plur- 
alism. Primary among these are 
the laws on publication and 
licensing political parties, in 
accordance with the constitution, 
guided by the principles of the 
National Charter and our guiding 
address delivered before the 
National Congress after the Char- 
ter was ratified, and in the higher 
interest of the state. 

Second: Notwithstanding our 
faith in the awareness of all seg- 
ments of our people in the im- 
portance of national unity, and 
notwithstanding our solid convic- 
tion that democracy is one of the 
most important pillars of national 
security, the preservation of 
national unity requires die utmost 
alertness against all who tiy to 


undermine it as well as firmness 
in dealing with them. National 
unity is not only the basis of our 
strength, progress, and survival, 
but also the way to regain our 
historic rights in Arab Jerusalem. 
These rights derive from the Pact 
of Omar which we uphold as 
dearly as our religion and all that 
is holy. 

Third: Democracy does not 
consist merely of institutions. It is 
a universal process and a way of 
life. To foster it and consolidate 
its concpets. all public and private 
institutions must adapt to it in 
thought and deed. This will be 
enhanced by the adoption of edu- 
catoinal courses in ail appropriate 
educational and cultural insti- 
tutes. on democracy, its bases, 
ethics, and responsibilities, as re- 
flected by the constitution and 
the National Charter. 

Fourth: Our national economy 
has managed to survive the Gulf 
crisis and its consequences. This 
may be due to the improvement - 
of economic performance during 
the first half of 1990. But the Gulf 
crisis has obstructed the imple- 
mentation of the economic 
adjustment programme. Invest- 
ment levels have declined and 
government revenues and the ba- 
lance of payment were negatively 
affected. 

Correcting the internal and ex- 
ternal imbalances in our economy 
needs to hold the top priority 
among ail national economic poli- 
cies because any sustained heal- 
thy economic progress depends 
first and foremost on success in 
correcting these imbalances. 

The government must work to 
create a good environment to 
raise the levels of savings, pro- 
ductivity. and exports. This will 
prevent or limit capital flight, and 
attract Jordanian capital from 
abroad. 

Therefore, it is our belief that 
the government should pursue a 
policy' that aims to revitalise the 
national economy and restore 
growth through a three-pronged 
approach: 

i) To halt the decline of real 
gross domestic product and to 
achieve growth at levels set for 
each coming year, which would 
be an objective everyone seeks to 
realise. Growth should be 
achieved through increased in- 
vestment in productive sectors, 
the utilisation of available re- 
sources in production, the activa- 
tion of unemployed resources in 
the national economy, and over- 
coming any bottlenecks in ancil- 
lary services. 

fl) Realising internal and ex- 
ternal balance through raising 
national savings and reducing 
consumption from the gross 
domestic product, improving the 
overall fiscal situation of the state 
and the current account of the 
balance of payments, raising 
national exports, checking the 
rise of imports, and raising the 
revenue from tourism and other 
economic sectors through a pre- 
set multi-year plan. 

in) Achieving a fair distribu- 
tion of national income between 
all segments of society to check 
the effects of the rise in unem- 
ployment, poverty, and inflation 
through fiscal, monetary, econo- 
mic. and investment policies. 

Concerning development, it 
may be appropriate to draw a 
comprehensive mid-term de- 
velopment plan, whose 
framework must be drawn im- 
mediately. It should aim at 
socioeconomic development and 
depend on the three-pronged 
approach outlined above. 

The plan must also depend on 
institutional development and on 
creating the appropriate environ- 
ment for activating the private 
sector and attracting local and 
international investment capital. 

As a result of the Gulf crisis, 
our country received a wave of 
returning expatriates from Gulf 
states, which reached nearly 
200,000 people. This has placed 
an additional burden on our re- 
sources and economy. The gov- 
ernment must quickly draw the 
appropriate plans for their 
absorption and incorporation in 
the national economic cycle, so 
they can be catalysts for its reac- 
tivation rather than burdens on it 
and on themselves. First and 
foremost, they are our people 
and we must look after them, as 
they constituted, over many de- 
cades, a source of economic 
prosperity ana growth, and a 
mainstay of the steadfastness of 
our people in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Fifth: Comprehensive 
socioeconomic development is 
the umbrella under which should 
fall all the plans and programmes 
for development, expansion, and 
sectoral growth in Jordanian soci- 
ety. 

The importance of the social 


dimension of growth in Jordan 
springs from the importance of 
the human factor, which is the 
focus and objective of develop- 
ment at the same time. The 
scarcity of available economic re- 
sources in this country necessi- 
tates that we intensify our emph- 
asis on training human resources 
and launching industrial, agri- 
cultural, and services projects 
which depend on creativity, high 
technology, and administrative 
ability. 

Therefore, it is important to 
concentrate on the soda! package 
which includes a number of fac- 
tors related to comprehensive tot- 
al development. Most prominent 
of these factors is the organic 
relationship between the human 
factor, land, and natural re- 
sources. We should also concen- 
trate on containing and redres- 
sing pockets of poverty, opening 

channels of communication and 
interaction between the citizens 
and the administrative and ser- 
vice agencies, and developing the 
concepts and methods of training, 
and developing manpower. 

It is also essential to institu- 
tionalise the channels of com- 
munication and interaction be- 
tween the citizen and officials in 
the fields of administration and 
services, in the private and public 
sectors, by establishing a 
“Citizens Advisory Bureau” in 
order to esnure that social and 
economic institutions remain 
aware of and responsive to the 
needs of citizens, and solve their 
problems in a modem and civil- 
ised fashion based on appropriate 
mechanisms for coordination and 
follow up. 

Sixth: Food and water security 
is an essential matter because of 
the scarcity of water resources in 
Jordan. This requires responsible 
and effective agricultural and wa- 
ter policies. I must stress here 
that our country is arid, and it has 


importance to Jordan, we see the 
need to create a court of trade to 
deal with cases that arise, between 
Jordanian businessmen at home 
and their counterparts abroad. 

Moreover, as the judiciary is 
the body responsible for justice, 
court procedures, and updating 
laws and legislations, it is high 
time to pay attention to the early 
training and preparation of 
judges before they assume their 
responsibilities. 

Ninth: God has blessed us with 
the mind for us to use, and to 
distinguish us from other crea- 
tures. Suspending this faculty or 
undermining it is a violation of 
this Divine gift. Moreover, one of 
the reason for the prosperous and 
more powerful world, is the diffe- 
rent level to which the mind is 
used in facing problems and solv- 
ing them. 

Therefore, the Educational 
Development Programme, whose 
foundations are being laid now, 
must aim to encourage our chil- 
dren to think objectively and 
debate. It must develop their 
capacity for analytical and con- 
ceptual thinking. Teaching scien- 
ces must also receive its due share 
of attention because today’s 
work! is one of science and tech- 
nology. A country whose re- 
sources are scarce must concen- 
trate on educating, training, and 
preparing its people to excel, 
thereby compensating for the 
scarcity of natural resources. We 
are a country that cannot afford 
the luxury of an education system 
that is behind its time. Education 
policy is a national policy and it is 
the essence of social cohesive- 
ness. No one has the right to take 
it off this course for the sake of 
personal or ideological considera- 
tions. 

Tenth: Higher education is an 
important link in the preparation 
of the outstanding citizen who is 
qualified for incorporation in the 


and minds, here in Jord an and 
among Arab peoples, a vibrant 
and sound princSplP which must 
be upheld vitalised. There- 
fore, our Arab policy must spring 
frpm this basic principle as it has 
always done. We shall do aH that 
we can to show, initiative and 
cooperate with every Arab party 
which seeks Arab reconciliation, 
and the rectification, of the pre- 
sent situation, and wfaid i see ks 
complementarity and aretnrn to 
Arab solidarity, benefiting by the 
recent experience of our nation. 
We believe that the starting point 

must be activating the Arab 

League and its agencies ina spirit 
of cooperation and common 
awareness that no one has an 
alternative tat to cooperate with 
all others, and that there is ho 
alternative to rapprochementand 
recon cilia tion if our stares . are to 
live, incfividnaHy or collectively, 
in di gnit y on our Arab soil- The 
call for. the amendment of the 
Arab League Charter to make it 
conform with the lessons of the 
Gulf crisis is more logical than 
ever before, particularly as the 
Arab nation stands at a cros- 
sroads winds requires review and 
reassessment, and tire selection of 
a sound course. 


C- On the mternationai level: 


little rainfall. It is desperately in .economic life of the state which is 
need of intensifying forestation linked to the needs of sodety as 


Deep changes have occurred in 
international relations and shifts 
have taken place m centres of 
power. These must be taken into 
consideration, particularly since 
they are accompanied by new 
policies and outlooks that reflect 
on bilateral relations and within 
Che various international agen- 
cies. We must adapt our concepts 
and foreign policy to conform to 
our interests in view of these 
changes and to open up to the 
world in a spirit of cooperation 
and in accordance with the princi- 
ples of mutual respect and 
mutually beneficial exchange. 


and protecting forested areas, 
regardless of any pretexts or 
reasons, we must not, under any 
circumstances, destroy our 
forests while we are at the fore of 
those concerned for the conserva- 
tion of the environment and are 
committed to this policy on the 
national and international levels. 

Seventh: The tourism sector is 
one of the most important econo-' 
mic and serial sectors in Jordan. 
It has always made a noticeable 
contribution to supporting the - 
balance of payments and reduc- 
ing the Jordanian trade deficit, 
apart from its prominent role in 
promoting awareness of Jordan's 
civilisation, history, and culture, 
and in gaining friends for our 
country. 

Therefore, we must develop 
this sector to make it a main 
contributor to the national econo- 
my. This requires drawing a com- 
prehensive sectoral plan with the 
contribution of all concerned, to 
create an appropriate environ-- 
ment for tourism by educating the 
young of its importance, provid- 
ing tire necessary infrastructure in 
all parts of the Kingdom, de- 
veloping training programmes, 
encouraging investors, especially 
foreign investors, and intensify- 
ing tourism marketing activities. 

In this respect, since Jordan is 
virtually a landlocked country, 
the national airline is our main 
bridge to the world. Therefore, 
the Royal Jordanian Airline must 
be supported and turned into a 
public shareholding company 
owned jointly by the government, 
the people, and others. The 
Roya! Jordanian Airline is not 
merely a means of conveyance. It 
is also an advanced centre for 
instruction, training, and mainte- 
nance. It is a landmark of prog- 
ress and a mass of communication 
with the world and its peoples 
within our region and beyond. 

Eighth: We take pride in the 
judicial system in Jordan, particu- 
larly in its total independence and 
the inviolability of court rulings. 
However, the judicial system 
.should receive a level of attention 
compatible with its honourable 
past on the one hand, and with 
our developing needs on the 
other. Updating laws and legisla- 
tions has become a pressing need 
in order to face new problems 
and issues, brought about by new 
developments. 

The close interlink between 
countries requires increased 
attention to Jordan's legal rela- 
tionship with the International 
Court of Justice, Amnesty Inter- 
national, the agencies of the Un- 
ited Nations Organisation, and 
any regional or international 
agencies to which Jordan is link- 
ed, or with whom we have com- ■ 
mon interests. 

Since trade is an issue of major 


well as its development and prog- 
ress. It is also an important re- 
quisite for scientific research. 

Many factors contribute to the 
•nakeup of a university student, 
which necessitates paying atten- 
tion to the student's mental, 
physical, spiritual, psychological, 
and social needs. Fundamentally, 
the student is affected by two 
main factors: The academic fac- 
tor, and that of extra-curricular 
activities. 

Hie academic dimension is the 
responsibility of universities and 
colleges through their curricula, 
laboratories, and workshops. The 
second dimension, extra- 


D- On the Palestinian prohfem: 

• : ... -.vr*. 


The Palestinian problem- con- 
tinues to be the focus of our 
attention and concern, and it will 
remain so until the nightmare of 
Israeli occupation is lifted off 
Arab Jerusalem, the West Bank, 
and the Gaza Strip, and until the 
Palestinian people gain their right 
to self-determination on ft dr 
national soil. We shall continue 
co cooperate with our Arab 
brothers and particularly those 
directly involved, until interna- 
tional legitimacy is applied to the 
Arab-Israeii conflict and we 
achieve a comprehensive and just 
peace that brings prosperity to all 


curricular activities, still awaits ' the peoples of the region. On this 


due attention. Therefore, I call 
on eveiy university to draw on 
various international experiments 
in this field like the establishment 
of a university councils with facul- 
ty and student participation, to 
discuss objectively and rationally 
basic social, economic, and cultu- 
ral issues, without giving the right ' 
of hegemony to the thoughts and 
opinions of any group over 
others. Through this institutional 
framework it would be possible to 
establish debating societies for 
intellectual dialogue at college 
level. 

Eleventh: We are an Arab 
Muslim people that takes pride in 
and upholds its faith and herit- 
age. Our Arab and Islamic ethics 
teach us amity, tolerance, cohe- 
siveness, and fraternity. They for- 
bid us from sowing the seals of 
vengeance, hatred, discord, sedi- 
tion, and such. The fora of in- 
struction, in mosques, schools, 
and the press must therefore con- 
form with the Divine command 
for dialogue in wisdom and good 
counsel; and they must conform 
with our noble Arab heritage of 
refraining from libel, slander, and 
intellectual and psychological ter- 
rorism, and refraining fro arous- 
ing the young and pushing them 
to certain death by portraying 
suicide to them as martyrdom. 
This, as Gos is my witness, is an 
unforgivable crime, devoid of re- 
ligion, responsibility, or ethics. 

Twelfth: The conservation of 
the environment is not a luxury 
but a national and human duty 
because of its direct connection - 
with humanity’s life economy, 
progress, and even survival. 
Therefore, we must accord it the 
priority it deserves in all state 
activities and make it one of the 
components of our national cul- 
ture. 


basis, we have welcomed fire, 
most recent political initiative 
which committed itself to a com- 
prehensive peace based on the 
principle of territory for peace 
and Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. We shall also remain 
open and ready to cooperate with 
all international efforts to resolve 
the conflict peacefully, and we 
shall continue our dialogue and 
diplomatic efforts with all govern- 
ments and effective forces to app- 
ly international legitimacy to the 
Palestinian problem. 

As for the Armed Forces, the 
protective shield of our nation, 
we must intensify the attention 
that they receive. As Supreme 
Commander we have given our 
orders to start the necessary stu- 
dies to reorganise the armed 
forces emphasising quality and 
balance rafter than quantity, to 
make them more professional 
and capable. This will involve 
many aspects which include retir- 
ing old generations of certain 
weapons and replacing them with 
modern weapons compatible with 
advanced technology. 

We must also pay due attention 
to the security services and de- 
velop them in quality to enable 
them to fulfill their duties in view 
of the developments and comple- 
xities faced by society, particular- 
ly with respect to consolidating 
the democratic process. The most 
prominent features that go hand 
in hand with democracy is the 
“ecessify for all the people to 
abide by the law and respect it 
rather than fear it, and for the 
security services to protect the 


law. 


B- On the Arab Level: 

The least that can be said about 
the Arab situation that resulted 
from the Gulf crisis is that it is 
painful. Arab solidarity may now 
be in a state of dilapidation and 
retreat, tat the principle of Arab 
solidarity remains in our hearts 


Awaiting your recommenda- 
tion of the names of your col- 
leagues, the ministers, and assur- 
es *° u fall support for, 

and confidence in you, and 
Wlsiuri 8 you success in your Ta sk 
we pray to God to guide uslmd 
grant us success. 


May God’s peace and 
fe With you 


Ama »o, 19 June 1991 
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Peasant boy’s visions yield treasures 



By Katia Sabei 

CAIRO , Egypt (WNL) — 
His elder sister would go to 
the workshop every evening 
to take down her latest crea- 
tion, which she had left to dry 
in the winds. As a small boy 
be used to go with her . The 
two — he in a striped kaftan, 
feet tucked into sandals , and 
she in a /lowered robe — 
looked every inch the simple 
peasant children they were 
some 20 years ago. 

Those times in the Egyp- 
tian province of Goa seen? 
far away. Abdclnasser Chiha 
has become an international- 
ly famous artist. So, for char 
matter, has his sister, Faiza. 
Her tapestries adorn embassy 
walls in Washington , D.C. 
His works — large, colourful 
wall bangings — add a splash 
of light and movement to the 
corridors and public rooms ol 
a five-start hotel on the banks 
of tiie Nile. Hundreds more 
are in private bands , some 
owned by collectors in Rome, 
Paris and Vienna. Others are 
on show at an exhibition cur- 
rently being staged at Cairo’s 
Foreign Cultural Centre. 

The Chih a siblings’ enor- 
mous success is all the more 
surprising considering that 
neither showed any particular 
artistic talent as a child. Both 
seemed destined for a life 
working in the Gelds. “We 
were peasants/* said Chiha . 
now 32. "There were nine of 
us brothers and sisters, and 
between us, we cultivated 
three feddans. ” (A feddan is 
slightly smaller than an acre). 

Fate intervened when, first 
Faiza and later Chiha were 
chosen to take part in a re- 
volutionary experiment. 
Ramses Wissa Wassef, a man 
who bad been trained as an 
architect . but who had a 
strong interest io the concept 
of primitive art r set out to 
prove that children who had 
not been exposed to cultural 
or academic influences could , 
with the right encouragement 
and training, reach high 
levels of creativity and be 
capable of projecting the 
spiritual and artistic heritage 
of their forefathers. 

Wissa Wassef died two 
years ago , but his unusual 
school still operates today 
under the guidance of his 
wife, Sophie. Its origins go 
back almost 40 years , when 
the young architect and bis 
wife deckled to make their 
home in Hananeia, a small 
village a short distance from 
the Giza pyramids. Wissa 


Wassef built his house and 
studio himself, using clay 
brides and choosing a simple 
Islamic style that has since 
become highly fashionable. 
Then he summoned the chil- 
dren of the village to begin 
testing his theory. 

Wissa Wasscfs first chal- 
lenge was to choose the right 
med/tun for the children. His 
idea was to select an art form 
that would encourage spon- 
taneous expression and at the 
same time give the uncul- 
tured, uneducated youngsters 
a way to communicate. He 
decided against painting and 
drawing, judging them too 
easy and immediate for the 
children he wanted to study. 
He also dismissed sculpture 
and pottery as too time-con- 
suming and heavy. 

Then be hit on the idea of 
weaving, where the young 
artist and the loom , the tech- 
nique and the imagination, 
would be perfectly balanced.' 
He got together a group of 
children aged between 8 and 
10 and gave them a weaving 
loom and skeins of wool yam 
dyed in a myriad of hues that 
Wissa Wassef had himself ex- 
tracted from various plants, 
using andent recipes. 

The children soon became 
interested, and learned to set 
the looms and choose the 
shapes and colours for them- 
selves. And very quickly, 
they began using the loom to 
turn out the primitive and 
brilliantly coloured, images of 
their own small world. It 
wasn 't long before the results 
were being seen far beyond 
the confines of Harraneia. 
The children’s weavings 
travelled the globe, to unani- 
mous critical and public 
acclaim. 

"Human freedom is never 
so important and valuable as 
at the moment in which it 
allows a child to express bis 
creative powers, ” Wissa 
Wassef once said. “All chil- 
dren are gifted with these 
'creative powers , which in- 
dude an astonishing range of 
potential and which are 
essential to a balanced de- 
velopment of any child.” 
Several years after his first 
experiments, Wissa Wassef 
began to exp/on; another art- 
form — an andent technique, 
originating in the Far East 
and discovered by Europe in 
the 1920s. These days it is 
used widely in interior de- 
corating and haute couture. 
The technique is batik. 

Abdclnasser Chiba has 
never studied the history of 


this delicate art form. But he 
is an expert on its use. This is 
the medium he has chosen as 
bis own , and he has become a 
master in creating colours 
and shapes. The satisfaction 
Chiha derives from working 
the fabric, he says, is as great 
as that of any artist working 
in more traditional media. 
Under his nimble figures, 
sheets of cloth are trans- 
formed into living designs — 
fantastic birds with soulful 
eyes, strange fish that smile 
with wisdom, gentle cows and 
sheep in the Gelds, fabulous 
villages, perched high on hills 
made of gold and emerald. 
The “ Thousand and One 
Nights /’ which Chiba has 
never read . lives again 
through his creations and his 
colours — ruby red , tur- 
quoise blue and topaz, the 
precious stones of the trea- 
sures of Ali Baba. 

People who see Chiha's 
work for the first time usually 
experience astonishment, 
rapidly followed by a desire 
to understand the technique 
that allows the artist to pro- 
duce such a stunning variety 
of colours, shapes and 
shades. He is happy to ex- 
plain. “I’m continually trying 
to perfect my craft, ” he said. 
“With batik, the technique is 
crucial , and even the most 
beautiful work can be ruined 
if you make a mistake during 
its execution. First, you pour- 
hot wax over the a^eas of the 
fabric that you want to keep 
white. Then you soak the 
doth in the lightest coloured 
dye you intend using in the 


design; that may be pink, 
yefiow or sky blue. You wait 
for the fabric to dry and then 
you begin again, covering 
with hot wax the places 
where you want to keep the 
pale second colour. And so 
on, going from the lightest to 
the darkest, until the whole 
cloth has been covered with 
wax. Then, at this stage I 
sometime e make streaks in 
the wax and plunge the whole 
piece into s bath of dye. 
usually orange, which gives 
the design the effect of gold 
veins running through it." 

Using paint strippers. Chi- 
ba has also succeeded in 
creating a special effect on his 
batik. Part of the blacks and 
indigos are washed away so 
that only the outline remains. 
The darker colour lends de- 
finition to the shapes and 
objects dyed in paler hues. 
“ Some of my pieces have 
been done with this method, 
and the effect is very diffe- 
rent,” said Chiha. “It gives 
me more freedom in choosing 
my subjects. ” 

There is a dramatic differ- 
ence between Chiha's verbal 
expression and his artistic ex- 
pression, the latter trim- 
phantly displayed in the 
Cairo exhibition. The more 
self-effacing the artist, the 
more sumptuous and striking 
are the works he h3S created. 
It is as though all the beauty. 
eloquence and the poetry in- 
side him have been distilled 
into his wall hangings, and 
especially into the colours he 
has chosen. 

“ These colours are all 


taken from plants that I grow 
on my land" he said. It brings 
to mind the artists of the 
early Renaissance in Italy, 
who used to measure out 
doses of precious natural 
dyes, rather like alchemists, 
for their future masterpieces. 
Chiha has never heard of the 
Renaissance or of its pain- 
ters. But that does not pre- 
vent him from having a sub- 
conscious link with them. 
Like them. Chiha has a 
strong feeling he is following 
a calling that is useful, neces- 
sary and almost religious in 
its significance, an art form 
that chance — in the 12th 
century it would have been 
called Providence — has en- 
abled him to take up. 

Today Chiha no longer 
lives in the modest clay-brick 
house in which he was 
brought up. He has a huge 
villa filled with sunlight . birds 
and batiks Guttering in the 
breeze . He often dresses in a 
shin and trousers, instead of 
the peasant’s robe, but his 
suntanned face is still that of 
the boy Wissa Wassef met 22 
years ago. .And. like most of 
the young artists from Har- 
raneia who have gone on to 
make a name for themselves, 
he still wears an expression of 
wonder, innocence and un- 
disguised happiness. 

“A fy art has enabled me to 
find mv identity , " he said. “If 
it has given me material com- 
forts. it has given me far 
more in terms of spiritual 
peace and a dear understand- 
ing of my place in the world. " 
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By Jon Miller 

l LA — As students, 
lists and executives 
: Asia flock to language 
Is to learn English, 
irs and policymakers in 
ulippines are scratching 
heads and wondering 
■ their English skills 
gotten them. The trend 
t polyglot archipelago is 
from English and to- 
a controversial hybrid 
age identity that may 
;ede the need to com- 
in the global market- 

ie language issue is as 
tant as you want to 
it important ,” says 
er Andrew Gonzalez, 
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developing countries like 
Thailand and Indonesia. En- 
glish has become a priority 
only after economic growth 
has forced a greater degree of 
contact with the outside 
world. 

But if there’s one thing the 
Philippines has bad, it is con- 
tact with the outside world. 
Some would say too much — 
that the fascination with 
things un-Filipino has dam- 
aged the culture. "It’s a 
chicken and egg problem,” 
Gonzalez says. " Does your 
’language itself create nation- 
al unity, or do yon presup- 
pose national unity and then 
choose a national language as 
a symbol of that unity? Of 
coarse there comes a time 
when the two reinforce each 
other , but it seems to me that 
national unity must come 
first” 

It is widely accepted that, 
other things being equal, En- 
glish could give the country a 
competitive edge. And not 
just in business. Access to 
advances in science and tech- 
nology is almost totally de- 
pendent on facility in En- 
glish. Filipino scientists and 
academics have an excellent 
reputation in Asia, but they 
rarely get an opportunity to 
put their knowledge to work. 

" English is a useful tool 
that’s not being used as it 


should be used. ” states Dr. 
Edwina Carreon, a university 
language professor who 
beads the Centre for English 
for SperiGc Purposes. “The 
door is there, and it’s open, 
but no one seems to want to 
walk through it." Ironically, 
English proficiency is a 
source of pride for Filipinos. 
A recent essay in a Manila 
newspaper recounted a trip 
to Japan, and the difficulty 
the writer had in communi- 
cating there. “Hie Japanese 
may be a runaway seccess in 
the making of the language of 
the future — computers — 
.but they are way behind in 
the language of commerce, 
diplomacy and of the plain 
folks of the world today, ” she 
complained. 

The language debate is as 
old as the impulse for inde- 
pendence in this former 
■Spanish and American col- 
ony. Unlike in Latin Amer- 
ica, Spanish colonisers never 
made much effort to teach 
their language to the masses. 
preferring to cultivate an elite 
Spanish-speaking ruling 
class. Then , as today, the 
population spoke a variety of 
related, Malay-based di- 
alects. About all that is left 
linguistically of 350 years of 
Spanish rule are the Roma- 
n alphabet a few Filipinised 
Spanish words and 60 million 


people with Hispanic names. 

The Americans, who ruled 
the archipelago from 1S99 to 
1946. put a much greater 
emphasis on language in- 
struction. setting up a .nation- 
wide system cf public schools 
in which English was a major 
subject. Bur so many stu- 
dents dropped out along the 
way that English never 
caught on as u language of 
the poor. Still, it was for 
many years a popular second 
language, and so when a 
Visayan-speuking trader 
from Cebu visited Tagalog- 
speaking Manila, often En- 
glish was spoken. 

The move towards Pilipino 
has been championed by 
many nationalists, who say 
English is a vestige of an 
abhorrent colonial past. En- 
glish, they contend, is still the 
language of the eliie. Two 
years ago the University of 
the Philippines decided to 
teach ail its nonscientific and 
nontechnical courses in Pili- 
pino. Condoning officially 
what had already happened 
unofficially. President Cora- 
zon Aquino authorised high 
schools to do the same thing. 

Gonzalez, who favours a 
policy of bilingualism, admits 
that it is difficult to maintain 
both languages, especially as 
the quality of the schools 
deteriorates under the press- 


ure of a burgeoning popula- 
tion. “Right now. of 100 kids 
who s’.art grade one. about 67 
finish grade six. and about 46 
finish high school." he says. 
“In a country where the 
dropout rate is so high, 
teaching in English is coun- 
terproductive. You spend so 
much time teaching them the 
language, there's no time for 
teaching con lent. " 

While today the rate of 
actual fluency is quite low. 
around 63 per cenr of Filipi- 
nos claim they can speak 
some English. The business 
of government — from 
speechgiving to lawmaking — 
is conducted in English, 
although Tagalog-based Pili- 
pino is increasingly heard. 
Signs on businesses are 
almost all in English, even in 
rural areas, and American 
television shows are not dub- 
bed for rebroadcast. English 
phrases are woven into 
speech of the Jess educated, 
and among the upper classes. 
Pilipino and English are thor- 
oughly mixed. 

"Our Thai friends tell 
us. Here we are desperately 
trying to learn English, and 
you Filipinos are trying to 
lose it as fast as you cant’ But 
you see, the Thais don’t suf- 
fer from an /denary crisis. 
.And we. unfortunately, do” 
Gonzalez cores. ^ 


Hispanic growth changes U.S. 
racial mix , threatens conflict 


By Bend Debusmann 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Hispanic 
Americans are set to over- 
take blacks as the biggest 
minority in the United States 
with a generation. 

Stuck at the bottom of the 
economic pile, the two 
groups are already at odds. 
with signs of growing fticrion 
betw een them. They compete 
for jobs and housing in poor 
districts of American cities at 
a time when social services 
are being cut and the econo- 
mic pie is shrinking for all. 
i Americans . 

As rhe ethnic mix in the 
United States is being 
changed by a Hispanic 
growth rate five times as high 
as the national average, His- 
panics feel frustrated by what 
they see as neglect, indiffer- 
ence and discrimination. 

Frustrations and long-sim- 
mering tension between His- 
pan ics and hi a c k > i n 
Washington combined to 
trigger riots on such a large- 
scale that parts of the US. 
capital were placed under a 
dusk-to-dawn curlew for 
several days in May. 

City authorities hastily cre- 
ated a task force to deal with 
Hispanic complaints, from 
harassment by the predomi- 
nantly black Washington 
police force to unequal treat- 
ment in the allocation of pub- 
lic senices. 

“We fear what happened 
in Washington was a harbin- 
ger of things to come in many- 
other places." said Raul Yza- 
guirre. executive director of 
the National Council of La 
Raza. a respected think tank 
on Hispanic affairs. 

The Washington riots 
flared when a black police- 
woman shot a Salvadorean 
she was trying to arrest for 
drinking in public. The cir- 
cumstances of the incident 
are still in dispute, but it 
provided a pointer to the 
potential for violence in cities 
where poor blacks and poor 
Hispanics live side by side. 

U.S. programmes to prom- 
ote racial equality have long 
been tailored for blacks — a 
form of restitution by the 
white majority, for 200 years 
of slavery and another cen- 
rury of legal discrimination. 

Hispanics. many of them 


recent arrivals in the United 
States, tend to get neglected 
in “affirmuti \ e action, " a 
widely used euphemism for 
reverse discrimination. 

“There are places, like 
Chicago, w here Hi>panic> 
make up ro per cent of 
those eligible for housing, but 
only get / per cent c. the 
units." Yzuguirre said in an 
interview. " Blacks might be 
40 or 50 per cent of the 
eligible population but get tl 5 
per cent of the units. " 

Such topsy -turvy distribu- 
tion of resources. Hispanic 
community leaders say. is 
particularly common in cities 
with black mayors and Hack 
administrations — Chicago. 
New York. Los Angeles. 
Washington and others. 

There, the ruling black 
establishment is being ac- 
cused of treating Hispanics in 
the same callous wvri whites 
treated blocks before the 
Civil Right Movement of the 
1960s. 

At the height of the 
Washington riots. Mayor 
Sharon Pratt Dixon noted it 
was amazing that “every 
group that has been discri- 
minated against can do the 
same thing towards others." 

John Gaston, chairman of 
the Department of Minority 
Studies at Wichita State Uni- 
versity in Kansas, said: 
“What adds to tension and 
frustration is the fact that 
social programmes and re- 
sources are diminishing." 

Black versus brown con- 
flict seems almost inevitable 
as Hispanics continue to 
move into cities where they 
had no presence only a few 
years ago — and at a rate that 
will relegare blacks to second 
place in terms of numbers. 

Part of the reason for the 
rapid growth of the Hispanic 
community is immigration — 
both legal and illegal. Judg- 
ing from the riots in Washing- 
ton. in a district with large 
numbers of Central Amer- 
ican immigrants, the influx 
spurs black resentment. 

“Check their green cards, 
rum them over to immigra- 
tion and get them out of my 
neighbourhood, out of my 
city." local talk show host 
Cathy Hughes said on her 
radio programme. A host of 
callers agreed enthusiasti- 
cally. 

Hughes, who is black. 


made headlines in l*W when 
she led a campaign ag.iin<i 
the Washington Post’s Sun- 
day magazine for alleged 
anti-black racism. Hughe s 
sympathisers dumped 
.ioO.tHKi copies of the maga- 
zine in the street outside the 
newspaper's building. 

“ It's sad to say. bur there 
seems to be a natural anti- 
pathy among people who arc 
differnt from each other." 
said Milton Greenberg, a 
professor of government and 
provost at Washington ’> 
American University. Peo- 
ple tend ro share hatreds 
rather than love. " 

In Miami, the one major 
city where Hispanics pre- 
dominate both in numbers 
and influence, blacks com- 
plain about bias against them 
and there has been a siring of 
racial incidents. 

According to the 1990 cen- 
sus. Hispanics now account 
for 22.4 million people — a 
stunning 55 per cent increase 
over 19S0. By most esti- 
mates. Hispanics will out- 
number blacks — now totall- 
ing about 29 million — by 
around the year 2010. 

So far. Hispanics are politi- 
cally under-represented — 
one reason why it took a riot 
to get Washington city au- 
thorities to pay attention to 
them. 

According to the National 
Association of Latino 
Elected Officials in Washing- 
ton. 4.004 Hispanics hold 
public office today, twice as 
many as a decade ago but 
only a tiny fraction of the 
500.000 elected officials in 
the country. 

Black Americans have 
roughly twice as many repre- 
sentatives as Hispanics and a 
number of blacks, though still 
few in comparison with 
whites, hold high office and 
high-profile jobs. 

But there is no Hispanic in 
the Senate, only W in the 
435-seat House of Repre- 
sentatives and not a single 
Hispanic governor. 

“Lack of political and eco- 
nomic participation (by the 
Hispanic community) 
obviously increases the 
potential for inter-racial con- 
flict." said Sergio Munoz, 
editor of the Spanish-lan- 
guage newspaper La Opinion 
in Los Angeles. 


Ingmar Bergman teaches 
lessons of love in 
new Swedish film 


By Lars Foyen 
Reuter 

STOCKHOLM — The 
marital woes of a Lutheran 
priest and his wilful wife have 
inspired the most expensive 
film in Scandinavian history. 

Swedish director Ingmar 
Bergman wrote the script of 
“Good Intentions” based on 
the first 10 years of his pa- 
rents’ troubled marriage. But 
he handed it over to De- 
nmark's Bille August to 
direct. 

A 67 million crown ($11 
million ) extravaganza, 
“Good Intentions" will be 
shown as a six-hour television 
series in December and later 
as a movie lasting two hours. 
45 minutes. 

August, 41. who won a 
1989 Hollywood Oscar for 
best foreign film with “Pe/le, 
the Conqueror, ” is Scandina- 
via's new leading film direc- 
tor. Now Bergman, 72, has 
stepped down from directing. 

“I had been nervous about 
my ability to muster the con- 
centration for nine straight 
months of filming." -August 
told a news conference after 
shooting “Good Intentions. ” 

“ But it fumed out to be an 


exciting challenge. It is the 
best love story' I have ever 
come across.” he said. 

Bergman, who proclaimed 
the ' Oscar-winning “Fanny 
And Alexander" his grand 
finale as a director, strictly 
limited bis involvement in the 
new project. 

He helped the producer. 
Swedish state television’s 
Channel one. to raise the 
money from TV companies in 
Britain, Germany. France. 
Italy and Scandinavia. 

He meticulously went over 
the script with August, and 
he hand-picked Pernil/a 
Ostergren, who played the 
nanny Maj in “ Fanny And 
Alexander," to portray-his 
mother. The director's father 
is played by Swedish actor 
Samuel Froler. 

The film begins in 1909 in 
the university town of Uppsa- 
la when Erik Bergman . a 
poor and high-principled stu- 
dent of theology falls in love 
with Anna Akerblom. a 
beautiful and spoilt upper- 
class girl. 

“It was the classic situa- 
tion. Her parents are dead set 
against their relationship. 
The conflicts are heart- 


rending. dramatic and some- 
times i iolent. " Bergman said 
in 1989 when the project was 
launched. 

In the film, the lavish 
wealrh of Anna 's home dur- 
ing the couple’s romance 
forms a stark contrast with 
the Spartan Vicarage in the 
wilderness of northern 
Sweden, where Henrik is 
appointed parish priest and 
the marriage is put to the 
test. 

“In the beginning they 
were apparently very happy 
together but then came 
strains we can hardly im- 
agine, both at the human and 
social level." Bergman said. 

The film ends in the sum- 
mer of 1918 just before- Berg- 
man was bom, with the cou- 
ple determined to face the 
future despite their differ- 
ences. 

“It is about love between 
man and woman, parents and 
children, and between 
friends. It is about brotherly 
love, unconditional love, and 
love of God, " August said. 

“Bur it is also about love as 
a seductive, manipulating 
and destructive force. ” he 
said. 
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How everyone’s 
parents have suffered 


By Maha Addas! 

IT seems to be a custom with most parents that along with 
teaching their children table manners and politeness they 
also tell them about their own childhoods. How much they 
suffered when they were children and how privileged their 
children should be today because of all the facilities they 
have that they could never dream of ever having. 

So it goes that parents tell their children that they never 
could afford taking the bus to school. “We had to walk to 
school in snow and rain, and heat and dust because we 
either bought a bus ticket with our pocket money or we 
bought some lunch/’ one parent said. 

A friend of mine said that she grew up feeling guilty that 
she rode the bus to school because her father told her about 
his days of “suffering" when he used to walk from his house 
to school "uphill both ways." 

“/ suffered all those years, " she said. " And then it struck 
me that what goes up must come down too so if my dad 
. walked uphill there bad to be a place sloping down too. 
Right? But I was too young to find fault in my dad so I 
figured that the school must have been on the top of a hill 
and that his house was at the top of another and carried on 
feeling guilty each time I stepped on the school bus," she 
said. 

But there are those children who although young did 
have some interesting responses to comments like this from 
parents. 

•*| wanted to teach my children to know the value of 
money , how to budget it and why it is important not to 
spend it unwisely " said one mother of an eight-year-old and 
a five-year-old . who decided to start telling her children 
these things early in their lives. “J also wanted them to 
appreciate what they already had ; so J told them how I 
grew up as a child with no refrigerator in the house till I was 
JO. And that we did not have television at all," she said. 
"So my five-year-old looked up at me with a concern 
etched on his face and a serious question.” she added. 
"Mom? The kid asked. "Did you see the dinosaurs? Where 
they really big?" 

"That was the last time I lectured my kids on my 
childhood 'suffering'. I realised they were too young for 
that. I’m a/most certain now that they think I grew up in a 
cave." she said with a giggle. 

There are more and more examples: " Our whole class at 
uniVers/fy would have gone through four years of university 
schooling on the amount you cost us each year for 
university tuition. ” Or: “ You should be ashamed with this 
grade, especially that you have all the facilities you need to 
study: Lights from each direction, a desk to sit at, a 
comfortable chair. We used to sit on the floor and study to 
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candle light. " What they leave our though is that they also 
got grades "to be ashamed of." / do not think it's the 
lighting you study under that facilitates a good grade. / 
think genes have something to do with it too. (but that is 
besides the point). 

One young parent summed up this subject well when he 
said that he is afraid that he will always feel guilty. *7 fell 
terrible whenever l heard from my parents how much they 
endured while growing up, and / fear that the future for my 
children will be as bleak especially. With the ever-rising 
cost of living and the inavailability of jobs even to very well 
educated people. I fear the day when I would be telling my 
children how wonderful it was to have three televisions in 
the house and to own two cars and feel guilty because they 
are walking to school and back ‘uphill both ways. '" he said. 


Raffles Hotel to reopen in 
Singapore’s concrete jungle 


By Jennie Kantyka 

Reuter 

SINGAPORE — About WO 
years after the first curry was 
served in its tiffin room, 
when tigers still roamed the 
dense tropical forests. Raffles 
Hotel will open its doors 
again amid the concrete jung- 
le of modern Singapore. 

By September. Raffles will 
have been restored to its hey- 
day of 1910-1930 at a cost of 
160 million Singapore dollars 
(about $90 fnil/ionj. 

“We're looking at a period 
when she was a grand old 
hotel of Asia — when she was 
... probably the most famous 
hotel in the world," said 
general manager Jennie 
Chua. 

Raffles, once a seafront 
hotel surrounded by swaying 
palms, is now dwarfed by 
soaring skyscrapers and over- 
looks busy highways instead 
■of bobbing sampans. 

Bur the owners. Raffles 
Hotel (1886) PTE LTD. plan 
to recapture Raffles' old col- 
onial charm and evoke 
memories of a bygone era. 

Named after Singapore's 
founder Sir Stamford Raffles.- 
the hotel was opened in 1S87 
by the Sarkies brothers three 
Armenian hoteliers who 
came to seek fame and for- 
tune. 

“ People first started 
travelling for pleasure about 
a hundred years ago. It was 
when that happened that 


something like the Raffles 
could be~supported in Singa- 
pore." said Gretchen Liu. 
curator of the Raft7es Hotel 
collection. 

"A stay in Raffles Hotel 
became very much a part of a 
trip to Asia. " added Liu. an 
American who has spent the 
past IS months researching 
Raffles history and gathering 
Raffles memorabilia from 
around the world. 

Raffles Hotel, set among 
tall palm trees, was built in 
the French renaissance style. 
Slow ceiling fans, wedgwood 
China and solid silver cutlery' 
helped it maintain its colonial 
atmosphere until it closed in 
1989. 

Two of its earliest guests in 
the J880s were authors 
Joseph Conrad and Rudyard 
Kipling. "Feed At Raffles." 
Kipling advised after his stay. 
In 1921 . Somerset Maugham 
made his first of many visits 
and sat all one mowing writ- 
ing under a frangipani tree in 
the hotel’s palm court. 

Stage and screen guests, of 
the 1920s and 1930s included 
Noel Coward, Charlie Cha- 
plin and Jean Harlow. 

When Singapore surren- 
dered to the Japanese in 
1942, British colonials 
gathered at Raffles to dance 
and sing "There'll always be 
an England. " The silver roast 
beef trolley and other hotel 
treasures were buried in the 
palm court where they re- 
mained until Singapore's li- 
beration in 1945. 




During the Japanese 
occupation. Singapore was 
renamed Syonan (the Light 
of the South) and Japanese 
officers who took over Raf- 
fles called it Syonan Ryokan. 

When the Japanese surren- 
dered , Raffles became a tem- 
porary shelter for hundreds 
of prisoners of war rescued 
from internment camps. 

In the 1970s it was in dan- 
ger of being demolished after 
several years in the red. but 
was saved by a flood of pro- 
tests and declared a national 
monument in 1987. 

The restored Raffles will 
have 104 suites ranging in 
price from 600 to 6,000 dol- 
lars (840 to 3,400). A night, 
all with marble bathrooms, 
hardwood floors and high 
ceiling fans. Oriental rugs 
and period etchings will deco- 
rate floors and walls. 

The billiard (able under 
which, according to legend, 
the last tiger in Singapore was 
shot will be in use in the bar 
and billiard room. 

The Singapore sling, a 
cocktail of gin, cherry brandy 
and Cointreau invented by 
Ngiam Tong Boon in the long 
bar in 1915. will be served in 
all the new Raffles' bars. 

General manager Chua 
said Raffles will once again 
be an exclusive grand hotel 
but at the same time a major 
tourist attraction for Singa- 
pore. 

"The challenge is to recon- 
cile these two elements so a 
person who is paying 600 


dollars feels he has his exclu- 
sivity. and the man who just 
walks in for a Singapore sling 
also enjoys the mystical 
ambience." she said. 

Certain areas including the 
palm court will be for guests 
only. "We're projecting a re- 
sidential feeling like staying 
in the house of a rich friend." 
said Chua. 

She said the hotel had 
bought three London taxis 
which will be sprayed bur- 
gundy and decorated with the 
Raffles logo. These would be 
equipped with telephones, 
and classical music and ferry 
guests to and from the air- 
port. 

The hotel is aiming for a 
two-night minimum stay. 
“We feel Raffles can only be 
experienced properly if it's 
taken in sips, not rushed." 
said Chua. 

To protect the exclusive air 
of the main hotel, coaches 
will drop tour parties off at 
the entrance of an adjacent 
new development where they 
will be ushered into a Victo- 
rian style playhouse and ’ 
shown an hour-long audio- 
visual history of Raffles 
against the history of Singa- 
pore. 

The new development will 
also house the long bar. "The 
long bar has been moved at 
least four or five times in the 
history of Raffles so it's not 
sacrilegious to move it one 
more time," said Chua. 


The Leper, the bald man 
and the blind 




By B. Yaghi 


(Part 1) 


THIS is a religious story about Utree wretched wen from the tribe 
of Bani-Israei who lived long ago. God wanted to test them so be 
sent down an angel. Although the three men were separate 
entities, they were all tormented by an anguishing physical 
disability. 

The first afflicted man of Bani- Israel was a leper. One day while 
the leper was hiding in a cave mourning his fate, die God-seat 
angel tiptoed near him listening as be complained, "Ob, woe is 
me! Everyone shuns me because of this horrible disease!" he 
wailed to himself. “I am a leper, the most wretched of the 
wretched! Surely death is a much better fate than to have parts of 
my body roc and wither away before my eyes!" As be spoke, the 
pungent smell of rotting flesh dung to the dampness of the black 
cave. 

With God's permission, the angel appeared in human fomi. In 
a kind and compassionate voice he said. “You poor man. what 
ails you and what would you wish to have the most in order to 
improve your condition ?” 

The dirt coloured shroud that the leper wore slipped slightly 
away revealing a graying portion of the man's decaying body. “J 
am a leper. Oh how 1 wish to have beautiful coloured skin and to 
be rid of this ghastly disease so people will shun me no longer i” 

The angel raised his hand and gently placed it on the leper. The 
leprosy was cleansed and the wish fiilftfled. After he cured the 
leper the angel then asked, “What wealth would you wish most to 
be granted?" 

The leper was astonished at the metamorphosis that bad taken 
place. The colour of his skin ws beautiful and he was free from bis 
destructive disease. With a glow of complete happiness the leper 
said, "Camels. ” as bis fingers touched the beauty of robust and 
firm skin. 

Complying, the angel gave the healed leper a pregnant 
she-camel. With a wave of his hand, he asked God to bless it. His 
deed performed, the angel left the delighted leper and went to the 
second man of Bani-Israel. This man was also accursed for be had 
become bald no: because of rime and age. but rather because of a 
horrible skin disease on bis scalp which consisted of nasty boils. 
The angel's silent footsteps were unheard by the miserable man as 
he Jamenred to himself. "Oh. woe is me! People shun me because 
of my disease. They treat me as if I'm a plague. Surely death is 
better than such misery!" 

Again with God's permission, the angel appeared in human 
form. "Ah. indeed you are suffering." he said kindly. "What ails 
you and what would you wish to have most in order to improve 
vour condition ?" 


The bald man had been hiding among some weeds. He was 
startled when be saw the angel but said, "As you can see, I haw 
this terrible disease on my head which caused aB my haw to fan 
out. I wish I coukf have a beautiful head of hair and be cured of 
these nasty bods I” 

The angel placed bis band tenderly on the bald man and cured 
him. Tbe man’s head was transformed into beautiful hair and a 
healthy scalp. Tbe angel then asked, “What wealth would you like 
to have the most?" 

The man's fingers ran through bis hair. Indeed bis hair must be 
beautiful , for it frit soft and rich and bis skin felt smooth and 
silky . He answered with a big smile and great satisfaction, “/ wish 
I had some cows!” 

Tbe heavenly host granted him a pregnant cowand asked God 
to bless it. Having accomplished bis second mission, Ac angel 
then went on to tbe third man who was blind. His invisible and 
quiet footsteps approached the stricken man was sitting under 
some trees crying to himself and saying, "Oh woe is me I Sorely 
few are as wretched as me, for I have never seen tbe glory of a 
rising sun, or the enchantment of baby 's smile oc the mystery of 
falling rain, or the morning dew which is captured Eke- precious 
pearls on wild roses . " His tears fell on tbe bark of the tree, “if 
only I might see, how happy I would be! People shun me because 
lam blind and treat me as if Cm not human. Don’t tbeyknow that 
the beauty of a man is carried within his heart and not on tbe 
mantle of his body 7” 

For the third time , with God’s permission, tbe angel appeared 
in human form to the blind man and said with compassion, "What 
ails you and what would you wish to have the most V* 

The blind man turned his free m tbe direction of the angel's 
voice. He stood up and begem to feel the angel's face with bis 
hands. He could that the angel must be perfect and beantifuL 
He replied, “as you can see, I am blind. I would love to see all of 
God's beautiful creations, such as the rising and setting of tbe sun. 
a baby’s smile and tbe morning dew on wild roses!" 

The angel sweetly placed his hand on the afflicted man and 
healed him. The blind man blinked. He could see! He was cured! 
The angel asked him , "What wealth would yon most like to 
possess?" 

The blind man felt he had the best wealth. He marvelled at the 
miracle of sight, saw that the angel was indeed beautiful and said , 
“Thank God for the gift of sight! I only wish for a sheep!" 

Tbe an gel gave the cored man a ewe with a baby lamb and 
asked God to bless them. His tasks accomplished;' he left the 
three healed men. It would be many years before be would appear 
to them again, but bis corning would change their destinies. (To 
be continued ...) 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, June 20 

8-30 Day By Day- 

Father Knows Best 
A new’ kid joins the school. 
He turns out ro be bis pa- 
rents' favourite, hence the 
trouble of keeping him en- 
rolled. 

9: JO Deadly Intentions 

Catherine settles down to a 
new life with her parents, but 
this is not to last because 
Charles appears again in her 
life. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of Tbe Week 

Trapped On The 37th Floor 

Starring Lee Major and Lisa 
Hartman 

A true story of a tragic 
incident of people trapped by 
fire on the 37th floor. 

Friday, June 21 


830 Night Court 

Billie And The Cat 
Judge Harold this time 
looks into a strange case, tbe 
stealing of a cat Zilma. 

MO Shakespeare 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 In The Heat Of Tbe 
Night 

Hot Night 

Sergeant Baba is in for a 
big surprise when he gets 
along with an out-of-town 
woman who too a fancy on 
him . 

Saturday, June 22 

8:30 Bill Cosby Show 
9:00 Encounter 




Am 





Faye Danaway in 


Rami Khouri hosts Dr. 
Albert Mikheibar t President 
of the Ara b~ American Anti - • 
Discrimination Committee. 
The discussion centres on the 
role of the organisation in 
combating U.S. domestic hu- 
man rights violations and 
what it does concerning edu- 
cating Americans about Arab 
affairs. 

10. *00 News in English 

10:20 Feature film 

Mommie Dearest 

Starring: Faye Dunaway and 
Howard de Silva 

This movie tells tbe life 
story of Hollywood star Joan 
Crawford — her rise to lame. 
her relationship with her 
family and her ups and 
downs. 

Sunday, June 23 

8:30 Yes Minister 
Big Minister 

Some people circulated tbe 
charge concerning the gov- 
ernment’s control over its 
citizens through the "Nation- 
al Data Base. ” Tbe Minister 
goes on TV to answer to the 
charge, and surprises 
everyone. 

9:10 Great /barneys 

Russia's Road West 

Tbe author of the . 
documentary travels to tbe 
Baltic states — USSR — in 


-an attempt to assess the inde- 
pendent movements there, 
and to see what would Russia 
be like if those states man- 
aged to break away. 

10:00 News in English 

1030 JaU Birds 

Starring: Dyon Cannon and 
Phyiida Rasbad 

Two mismatched women 
find themselves handcuffed 
together and on the run from 
the law in this deft, warm- 
hearted comic adventure. 

Monday, June 24 

830 Empty Nest 

Barbara is having a hard 
time endearing a handsome 
man. Her daddy offers an 
advice. 

9:10 Murder in Texas 

Undaunted, Joan's father 
keeps investigating his 
daughter's murder case, to 
little avail. Meanwhile, John 
is having problems with bis 
sanity. 

lOriJO News in En glis h 

10:20 Feature Film 

The Good Family 

Starring: Mary Tyler Moore 
and Tony Cards 

When a heterogeneous 
family loses its father and 
wealth, it learns that its mem- 


bers have to change attitude 
and grasp the true meaning of 
unity and cooperation. . - 

Tuesday, June 25 

830 Perfect Strangers 

Safe at Home 

Coping with sophisticated 
technology proves to be 
beyond Harry’s mental capa- 
bilities. 

9:10 Adventures in Space 

Having readied the moon , 
man now is looking forward 
reaching beyond the moon. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 French Feature F3m 

La Belle Affaire . 

A coupe bought a cafe-bar 
place, expecting to lead a 
normal business life, but 
drug-traffickers wouldn't let 
them. 

Wednesday, June 26 

830 Don't Wait Vp 

Tom discovers that he can 
make some profit from the 
sale of Helen's bouse, now 
that she walked out on him. 

9:10 Our House 

Chrissie learns that tragedy 
brings people together in- 
spite of their differences . 

10:00 News In En gifcli 

10:20 Not A Penny More , Not 
A Penny Less 

One of the victims is about 
to marry the conman's 
daughter, and the others are . 
going ahead with their plans 
and it looks like there is no 
escape for Harry. 
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Traditional folk theatre 
fights modern challenge 


By Ninos Konstandaras 
The Associated Press 

ATHENS — Greece Shadow 
Theatre named after its Ev- 
eryman Aero Karaghiozis. is 
/ fighting For survival in a 
world of mass entertainment 
and rapid change. 

A small band of players has 
kept alive this branch of the 
centuries-old shadow theatre 
which has its roots in Turkey 
and the Far Easr. 

“ But there are only about 
two or three of us left now. ” 
says Evgenios Spatharis, 67, 
who learned the Karaghiozis 
i Threatre from his father. 

“How earn a young man 
folfow in our footsteps? We 
were used o going barefoot 
and hun You have to be 

hungry r«. y Karaghiozis, 

who is always hungry 

The Green Shadow 
Theatre is derived from the 
Turkish, which in turn is be- 
lieved to have come from 
China centuries ago. 
r . Unlike the religious and 
moralising figures in the sha- 
dow theatres of the Far East, 
the Turkish Karagoz and the 
Greek Karaghiozis are 
humorous , everday charac- 
ters. The plays blend history 
with fable and farce. 

This form of folk entertain- 
ment was widespread for cen- 
turies in the Turkish Otto- 
man Empire. The Greek 
branch developed after 
Greece won its war of inde- 
’jf pendence in 1821 after 400 
years of Ottoman rule. 

Karaghiozis parades all the 
Ottoman Empire’s stock fi- 
gures — Turks , Greeks, 
Armenians , Jews . Arabs , 
Africans and Albanians — 
and figures from Greek his- 
tory and mythology, either in 
old pieces or in modern situa- 
tions. 

The plays always involve 
Karaghiozis , a barefoot and 
* hungry Greek Everyman 
with his inmate greed , cun- 
ning and humour. He invari- 
ably overreaches himself but 
somehow wins anyway. In 
other instances, when he is a 
charlatan, be is uncovered by 
his superiors and is beaten. 

He has a long arm . which 
be uses to steal to beat people 
and to scratch his bead. 

Karaghiozis Shadow 
Theatre developed a rich 



tradition with nearly 400 
different plays. It was the 
most popular form of enter- 
tainment in Greece for many 
decades — employing the 
best storytellers, folk musi- 
cians and painters. 

Performers have to know a 
large repertoire of plays that 
last as long as 2'ri hours. 
They must also improvise and 
bond with their audience. 
These difficulties have dis- 
couraged new players. 

Sofia Xfichopouiou. 33, the 
daughter of one of rhe most 
famous Karaghiozis players 
of the century, says that a 
player must be perfect or not 
play at all. 

"J can play as well as any- 
one else, both in moving the 
puppets and in telling the 
stories. But I don't perform 
because I can't put on all the 
voice changes. A player must 
be able to change voices 20 
times in a performance, at 
least , " she said. 

The cut-out figures, some 
of which are up to a metre (3 
feet 4 inches) in height, are 
moved by sticks attached to 
their midrift and bands. 

The Karagbiozis Theatre 
first fell victim to the novelty 
and realism of movies in the 
1950s. Performers reacted by 
staging Karaghiozis in movie 
theatres when Alms weren't 
being shown. 

Then, in the 1960s, televi- 
sion took people out of the 
cinemas. So Karagbiozis 
players began performing on 
television. 

People would rush home 
from work to catch Spatharis' 
show in the early afternoon, 
but they no longer attended 
Karaghiozis plays in their 
neigbbourhod. 

Now , the few remaining 
professional Karagbiozis 
players hold weekly theatre 
performances in city squares , 
wait for invitations to play, or 
put on sideshows at country 
festivals. 

Also, living standards have 
improved rapidly in the last 
few decades and Karaghiozis 
no longer monopolises enter- 
tainment in the neighbour- 
hood. 

“Children still love 
Karagbiozis , and they'll 
watch him any time before 
watching Batman or Dick 


Tracy. But they don’t go to 
him any more." Spatharis 
said. 

"Now, if it is a sunny day. 
the whole family gets in the 
car and drives down to the 
beach. If it's cold and rainy, 
they stay at home and watch 
television — they're afraid 
their children will catch 
cold. ” 

“In my day. people were 
poorer and tougher. And 
they would go and laugh with 
Karaghiozis, who also was 
poor and tough." he said. 

Spatharis spoke as he set 
up his stage — a large 
wooden set with a white sheet 
against which the colourful 
leather figures would per- 
form for a women’s society at 
a luxury Athens hotel. 

“ During the German 
occupation I played every 
night... and drew about 900 
people on week nights, more 
on weekends. People adored 
Karaghiozis . And they loved 
the epic stories from 1921. It 
was their expression of resist- 
ance against the invader." he 
added. 

Spatharis is now making a 
television series on the his- 
tory of Karaghiozis. using 
plays and figures by past 
players. 

When candles were used to 
create the shadows, the fi- 
gures were simple black cut- 
outs. Later, with electricity, 
they were printed intricately 
so that their colours would 
show through the diaphanous 
sheet. 

Adults and children alike 
still enjoy this simple theatre 
with its clever wordplay, de- 
spite the sophisticated car- 
toon figures available in 
movies and television. 

“ They love Karaghiozis be- 
cause they participate in the 
performance. I can sense 
what the audience fears, what 
it wants. J can provoke their 
pity. I can ask them questions 
and they can shout out 
answers. They can cry out 
warnings when Karaghiozis 
heads for trouble," Spatharis 
said. 

He added: "I can’t see the 
audience from behind the 
sheet but my ear is bursting 
right through it. My ear is my 
radar. " 


Pan African Orchestra 
strives to halt Western 
c ultur al invasion 
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By GUI Tndor 
Reuter 


ACCRA — - The Pan African 
Orchestra, striving to push 
back the invasion of Western 
culture, uses only traditional 
+ African instruments and 
draws on the continent’s in- 
digenous music to produce its 
haunting and hypnotic 
sounds. 

“It's based on the concepts 
of independence and self-re- 
liance, which are very im- 
portant in Africa for social 
and economic freedom, ” sard 
Nana Danso Abiam, director 
anri creator of the Ghana- 
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Africa. 

The orchestra, which has 
won critical acclaim locally 
since it was formed in 1988, 
has a unique tilting sound 
marrying instruments from 
different regions which would 
not normally be beard 
together. Some have bad to 
be re tuned to fit with their 
unfamiliar bedfellows. 

Twelve atentebeo, bamboo 
flutes from south-western 
Ghana, are backed by a 
range of drums and the insis- 
tent throb of three gyile 
wooden xylophones from the 
north-east of the country. 

The koras and a pair of 
gonje, single-stringed instru- 
ments played with a bow, 
complete the line-up . 

The music builds simple 
repetitive flute phrases over 
complicated layers of per- 
cussion — sometimes verg- 
ing on jazz, sometimes more 
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where two orchestra mem- 
bers were practising. One of 
the kora players, an angel- 
faced youth in a grubby robe. 
Closed bis eyes and crooned a 
wailing tune as he picked 
over the strings. 

Although the music itself is 
wholly African, Abiam has 
borrowed techniques such as 
scoring and notation which 
are usually associated with 
the Western tradition. 

The softly-spoken 37-year- 
old has an academic back- 
ground in music and is equal- 
ly at home on Western 
keyboards and guitar as on 
his atenteben and other Afri- 
can instruments. 

Most of his players, who 
rehearse full-time five days a 
week, are highly-skilled vil- 
lage musicians who learnt 
their art verbally. Training in 
notation saves hours when 
they are learning new pieces. 

Abiam said they had 
adapted surprisingly quickly 
to this and other unfamiliar 
techniques such as' starting 
together on a common count, 
instead of playing when they 
felt ready. 

He said Western listeners 
responded well to the orches- 
tra ’s music. But his main 
target audience is ordinary 
Africans. 

“It’s their thing — We’re 
just processing it," be said. 


Ridiculous pictures at an 
outrageous exhibition 



By Jon Miller 

MANILA, The Philippines 
( WNL ) — Street theatre, 
with its long history of tradi- 
tional entertainment, is being 
turned inside out by a French 
troupe that takes its cues 
from the absurdities of film 
and television. 

On a recent hot evening in 
Manila's Rizal Park, the 
Royale dc Luxe demons- 
trated the secret behind its 
popularity. Or, rather, 
showed that there was no 
secret at all — merely a shift 
in focus, presenting a show 
about a show with hilarious 
effect. 

The setting is a park bench. 
In spite of the heat, swirling 
snow clings to “Everyman" 
Louis's overcoat as he stares 
despondently into space. He 
looks up and winces as a 
voice shouts "Photo!" and a 
flash hulb goes off. A second 
later a strolling couple 
approaches. Again the voice 
shouts: "Photo!" All three 
freeze, and again the Hash 
goes off. A few seconds later 
the men are locked in a vio- 
lent clinch. Again the shout. 
Che freeze, and the flash. 

Suddenly the men break 
apart and sprint away, tear- 
ing off their coats. Two swea- 
ty workmen hurriedly haul 
away the bench and drag out 
a small table, bolted to a 
patch of tile floor. Mean- 
while. the man who had been 
dripping soapy " snow- 
flakes' ’ onto a portable fan 
hops down from a ladder, 
careful not to bump a tousle- 
h aired woman who is helping 
Louis into a straitjacket. 

This is the manic world of 
Royal de Luxe, a 15-member 
troupe that travels the world 
staging “ photo-novels ” in 
parks , on streets and at fes- 
tivals. With more than 1.000 
props and 90 scene changes. 
the troupe puts on a frenetic 
40-minute show, with each 
scene composed like a photo- 
graph in a metal frame. 

“Inside the frame the pic- 
ture is very clean,” explains 
Pierre Ore f ice. 37. the % 
troupe's producer. “ It's only 
actors. But outside it's the 
world of the technicians. And 
the technicians change the 
props and decor in real time. 
In a way it’s like a puppet 
show , and in a way it's like a 
dance. We call it a choreogra- 
phy of technicians. ” 

For the audience, accus- 
tomed to films and television- 
that choreography is at once 
distracting and hilarious. For 
if the story takes place within 
the frame, the spectacle takes 


place around it. Company 
members who in traditional 
theatre would remain invisi- 
ble share the stage with the 
four actors who strike their 
melodramatic poses-' for the 
camera. 

“ The story is nor impor- 
tant. because it's just like 
every photo-novel. ” says 
Orefice. *7rs very stupid. 
There are two men. two girls, 
there's some jealousy, some 
noise, some blood. At the 
beginning its a very stupid 
love story, tike all love stories 
in Europe. At the end it’s 
completely crazy'. One of the 
actors goes mad. and you 
have four dead. ’’ 

What is important is the 
element of surprise. “Just 
when the audience under- 
stands what is going on, at 
exactly that moment the 
situation changes. ” says Ore- 
fice. 

Royal de Luxe always per- 
forms in French , and distri- 
butes a tongue-in-cheeck 
magazine — laid out like a 
comic book, bur illustrated 
with black and white photo- 
graphs — full of French cap- 
tions. But Orefice says it 
doesn’t matter if audiences 
understand the language or 
not. Indeed, in Manila, a 
crowd of about 2,000 was 
responsive and enthusiastic. 

French audiences do get a 
bonus. “In France , the public 
understands the bidden 
meanings , the puns, because 


the text is very comic, ” Ore - 
— fice admits. "There is a sort- 
of complicity or connivance 
between the audience and us. 
In other countries there is no 
connivance. There is only im- 
mersion in the pictures. " 

The idea for Royal de Luxe 
came from Jean Luc Cour- 
coult. an inrense, disheveled 
36-year-old actor and writer 
who plays (and actually is) 
the director, breathlessly 
reading the rcript and shout- 
ing "Photo!’’ into a mic- 
rophone. Courcoult orga- 
nised his first photo-novel 12 
years ago, and the troupe has 
performed non-stop ever 
since. 

The troupe, which travels 
10 months a year through 
Europe, has always been 
popular, but a surge in pub- 
licity following a major 1990 
festival in Avignon, in the 
south of France, has given 
Royal de Luxe something 
close to celebrity status. The 
French foreign ministry now 
pays the way on overseas 
Crips ( they've performed in 
more than 20 countries, from 
Argentina to New Zealand). 
Since the troupe refuses r o 
charge admission, this sort of 
support is essential. 

It is no accident that the 
show is free, and that it’s 
performed outdoors. “ Inside 
you only have one kind of 
audience. ” explains Orefice. 
“In Europe , only 7 per cent 
of the population goes to the 


theatre. Inside, actors can’t 
■see the faces of the audience. 
In the street, we are in con- 
tact with the people who 
come to watch. At the end , 
they stick arouftd, they talk 
to us.’’ 

Courcoult says be has al- 
ways been drawn to theatre, 
but the language of his gen- 
eration is really that of the 
cinema. Royal de Luxe, for 
all its silliness, combines the 
two. “Today, cinema is very 
important.” he explains. 

But for me the theatre is the 
strongest form of art that has 
even existed, because it is so 
ephemeral. The image of 
theatre exists only when you 
are looking. One moment 
afterwards it is dead. It is 
impossible to see this image 
again. In cinema , it’s possi- 
ble. In sculpture, it’s possi- 
ble. In painting, it’s possible. 
In all arts it’s possible to 
replay an image. But in 
theatre it is impossible. ” 

And that, of course, is one 
of the medium's messages. 
By subordinating the story to 
the spectacle, the troupe en- 
courages audiences to ques- 
tion the way experience is 
packaged in modem lifelt’s a 
good-humored statement on 
the futility of taming, of 
putting on appearances. 

In some scenes, the techni- 
cians bolding the tame have 
to run to keep up with the 
action — for instance , a 
policeman riding a wheel-jess 


LONDON ( Agencies J — Britain 
lost two leading lights of the 
theatre Friday with the deaths of 
one of its finest actresses, Peggy 
Ashcroft, and impresario Ber- 
nard Miles. 

Both died at the age of 85. and 
both had been honoured by 
Queen Elizabeth — Ashcroft 
with the title of Dame and Miles 
with a Peerage — for their ser- 
vices to the stage. 

Accolades poured in applaud- 
ing their talents and dedication. 

Dame Peggy. S3, had been 
unconscious since suffering a 
stroke May 23. The Royal Free 
Hospital said she died peacefully 
in the presence of her family. 

"She was the greatest actress 
of her generation — the undis- 
puted leading lady of the golden 
age of Olivier. Gielgud. 
Richardson, and Guinness." the 
director Sir Peter Half said last 
Friday. 

Sir John Gielgud, her partner 
in many memorable produc- 
tions. recently praised her as the 
most “unactressy" of actresses 
— "so direct and without arti- 
fice.’’ 

An exemplary Beatrice .. 
Juliet, and Cleopatra, among 
many of her Shakespeare 
heroines. Dame Peggy shone 
equally in modem plays like 
Samuel Beckett's “ Happy Days’ 1 
and Edward Albce’s "Alt 
Over." 

After retiring from the stage 
in 1982, she found a new public 
worldwide, winning an Oscar for 
the 1984 film “A Passage to 
India’’ and an Emmy nomina- 
tion for her performance in tele- 
vision's “The Jewel in the 
Crown. ” 

"The aim of the actor should 
not be the parr, but the whole. ” 
Peggy wrote in the 1960s, and 
the commenr was borne out by 
the breadth and commitment of 
her career. 

Perhaps her greatest stage 
triumph was with the Royal 
Shakespeare Company in 1963, 


Britain loses two leading 
theatre personalities 


playing the mad, bloodthirsty 
Margaret of Anjou in "The 
Wars of the Roses.” 

Hall, a co-director of that pro- 
duction, wrote in 1983 that her 
strength was her sense of self: "I 
think Peggy’s a very great per- 
son. and her own integrity, her 
on 77 sense of compassion, her 
own humility is actually what 
you see on the stage. ” 

.Ar her SOth birthday gala at 
the old Vic Theatre in 1987. 
director Trevor Nunn cast away 
his habitual restraint: / am nuts 
about Peggy. / Jove Peggy. Peg- 
gy can do no wrong, has never 
done any wrong, will do no 
wrong. ” 

The world at large however, 
discovered her after she had 
retired from the stage. 

*7 think I'm going to be over- 
exposed after total anonymity. ” 
the actress joked in a 1984 inter- 
view with the Associated Press 
prior to the simultaneous Amer- 
ican premieres of David Lean's 
epic "Passage to India” and the 
J 5-hour TV series, “Jewel in the 
Crown." also set in India. 

As the mysterious traveller 
Mrs, Moore in Lean's movie, 
adapted from the E.M. Forster 
novel, Peggy won an Oscar for 
best supporting actress in 1985. 

As Barbie Batchelor, the for- 
mer missionary in “Jewel in the 
Crown. ” she gare a performance 
which critic John Leonard in 
New York Magazine called "the 
best acting / have seen on TV, 
including Olivier as Lear.” 

At London's central school of 
speech and drama, she shared 
the school’s gold medal award 
with classmate Laurence Olivier. 

Dame Peggy's most frequent 
collaborator was Gielgud, who 
cast her as Juliet at Oxford in 
i932 in bis first professional 



directing assignment. She later 
played Ophelia to his Hamlet, 
Tiiania to his Obcron (J 944-5), 
Cordelia to his Lear, and Beat- 
rice to his Benedick (both 1950). 

A founding member of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company 
(RSC) in 1961, Peggy divided 
her later years on stage between ■ 
Britain's' two great subsidised 
companies — the RSC and tike 


National Theatre. 

In 1975, she starred in two of 
* the opening productions at the 
national’s new home on the 
south bank of the Thames River: 
Ibsen's “ John Gabriel Bork- 
man’’ and Beckett’s “Happy 
Days.” 

Her final stage role was as the 
countess in a 1982 RSC produc- 
tion of Shakespeare’s “All’s 


motorcycle. In other scenes 
the actors must adapt to the 
frame’s limitations. When 
Louis sits at the table in a 
straitjacket. technicians skew 
the entire set (including a 
portion of wall and a 
radiator) so that the “shot” 
within the frame looks as 
though it was taken from 
above. A character in 
another of the troupe’s 10 
photo-novels is seen strap- 
ping phone books to his feet 
so that be will be as tall as his 
leading lady. 

One of the most entertain- 
ing aspects of the Roy ale de 
Luxe show is the way char 
cinema “trade secrets” are 
exposed. Some are superbly 
comic. The troupe travels 
with a car that has been cut in 
half, to allow for unob- 
structed views of love scenes 
in the back seat. A sheet of 
plywood, painted ro look like 
a road, is butted ro the rear 
window, and tiny fake trees 
recede into the distance by 
means of a crude crank and 
chain. In other scenes, where 
wind is required.miechnicians 
stand outside the frame with 
fishing rods, tugging at the 
actors’ clothing with nylon 
lines. 

In a spectacularly grue- 
some finale, a deranged char- 
acter goes behind a shower 
screen and decapitates his 
former lover. Blood sprays 
over the screen, then gushes 
out of the severed head as the 
actor emerges, holding it by 
the hair. “ When you see only 
the frame, it’s very violent,” 
says Orefice. “But just 20 
centimetres away you can see 
the technician pum ping the 
blood. When it is very vio- 
lent. but there is still humour, 
it’s not really violent.” 

Orefice says the troupe 
finds its inspiration more in 
movies than in theatre, and 
be mentions in particular the 
British comedy team Monty 
Python and the film director 
Terry Gilliam, who created 
the nightmarish black com- 
edy “ Brazil . "Jean Luc Cour- 
coult, the troupe’s philo- 
sopher-creator, adds that this 
reflects a failure of theatre to 
keep up with the times. 

“Four two centuries people 
have been doing the same 
sort of theatre ,” he says, 
taking a breather while the 
technicians hose away the 
fake blood staining the 
pavement. “Jf is not our 
story, it’s not our history. Jt is 
the history of another people. 
The important question is: 
Why theatre? For me, the 
importance of theatre is to 
speak to people.’’ 


Well That Ends Well." 

Her only New York appear- 
ances were in 1937 in Maxwell 
Anderson's “High Tor" and in 
1947 in Robert Motley’s “Ed- 
ward, My Son." 

Apart from the burst of activ- 
ity in her late 70s, Peggy’s film 
career was modest. She had a 
small role in Hitchcock’s “The 
Thirty-Nine steps” (1935). and 
appeared in “ The Nun’s Stoiy” 
(J95J), “Sunday Bloody Sun- 
day” (1971). and “ Joseph 
Andrews" (1976). 

In April, she was heard on 
BBC Radio in the premier of 
Tom Stoppard’s play. “In The 
Native State." 

Peggy rarely discussed her pri- 
vate life, telling the AP: *7 do 
rather abhor gossipy, personal 
interview. I don 't enjoy reading 
them, and I don't enjoy taking 
part in them. “ 

Miles. Shakespearean actor 
and founder of the Mermaid 
Theatre in the city of London, 
died virtually penniless at a nurs- 
ing home in Knaresborough, 
northern England, which he en- 
tered recendy after breaking 
both legs in separate accidents. 

On stage and screen. Miles 
was admired for his versa tii/iy, 
which ranged from playing Mac- 
beth to music hall characters. 

Backstage in bis heyday he 
could become a designer, prop- 
erty manager, carpenter, writer, 
producer or director. 

Miles attended a special 
cabaret in his honour at the 
Mermaid in March after it be- 
came known he was almost des- 
titute. 

He and his wife Josephine 
Wilson, who died last Novem- 
ber, had ploughed almost all 
their capital into keeping the 
theatre, built in 1959, solvent. 

Sir Richard Attenborough, 
who made his screen debut with 
Miles in the dassic war film “In 
which we serve. ” said: “He was 
a man of bunting conviction tor 
all that he stood for." 

“ His creation of the Mermaid 
Theatre will remain forever a 
memorial to his extraordinary 
vision and work.” 
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Junk diet spreads child malnutrition in Pacific islands 




* • /'o ; ■ , 


By Gift Johnson 

Reuter 


MAJURO, Marshall Islands 
— Rapid modernisation and 
the glitter of Western con- 
sumerism are causing deaths 
across the islands of the paci- 
fic of scores of children 
wooed by advertising to a 
diet of junk food. 

Health officials say there is 
a rising trend of malnutrition 
on many Pacific islands . 

This is not Africa , where 
dr ousands of peopel lack 
sufficient food. These are the 
islands of travel poster para- 
dise — Fiji, the Solomon 
Islands and the Marshall Is- 
lands — where local foods 
are plentiful. 

But malnutrition is a grow- 
ing menace. For every 10 
children admitted to a hospit- 
al with severe malnutrition 
health professionals believe 
there are 100 of more border- 
line cases who do not receive 
treatment. 

The culprit, say health 
workers, is westernisation. 

Islanders are jumping from 
a subsistence existence into 


urban centres where 90 per 
cent of their food is bought in 
shops. Advertising, televi- 
sion , Western education and 
the consumer society ail con- 
tribute to the problem. 

Health workers say tradi- 
tional foods have been sup- 
planted by a diet of junk food 
— popular items include salty 
potato chips mixed with clam 
or onion dips , soft drinks, 
sweets, and chocolate bars. 

A visit to a paediatric ward 
in Majuro, capital of the 
Marshall Islands, is a grim 
experience. Half a dozen 
children in various stages of 
malnutrition lie virtually 
motionless, attached to feed- 
ing and antibiotic intravenous 
tubes. 

Children lacking Protein 
and nutritious calories have 
puffy arms and legs, where 
fluid collects because there is 
not enough protein to distri- 
bute body liquids normally. 

The faces of these children 

— aged between one and five 

— are lucklustre and vacant, 
almost expressionless except 
for a grimace or pain-induced 
snuffling. Many of them can- 


not even raise their own 
heads because they lack mus- 
cles. 

Those with Vitamin A de- 
ficiency generally have at 
least one bandaged eye which 
doctors are attempting to 
save from blindness. 

Toddlers who survive 
bouts of malnutrition may 
suffer brain damage and 
stunted physical growth. 

" Malnutrition is a result of 
changing food habits,” says 
Peni Qioniwasa. a health 
worker with the UNICEF - 
sponsored family food pro- 
duction and nutrition project 
in Fiji. “ People who are em- 
ployed are eating more from 
shops. " 

Rural villagers who have 
leaped into the comparative 
maelstrom of urban life are 
often at risk of poor nutri- 
tion. 

Stores with their. rows of 
processed tips and packaged 
food have replaced the tradi- 
tional “supermarket'' of the 
islands — the ocean and the 
land — for a majority of the 
population. And the result is 
not encouraging. 


UNICEF (United Nations 
Children's Fund) health 
worker Teu Manuelfa of the 
tiny atoll Republic of Tuvalu 
obser\ r es that people buy 
Western foods to gain status 
in their communities. 

“ Imported food is presti- 
gious" she said during a re- 
cent meeting in Majuro of 
health workers from across 
the Pacific region. 

The Youth To Youth In 
Health — a peer education 
programme in the Marshall 
Islands — performs a skit to 
confront misconceptions ab- 
out local and imported 
“Junk" foods. 

In the skit, a farmer sells a 
big box of fresh fruits and 
vegetables to a young man 
for $10, then disappears into 
the grocery store to buy food 
for his family with his earn- 
ings. His choices? Cheese 
^ balls, lollies, chewing gum. 
x sddp and candy bars. "AH the 
good stuff." he says. 

It is a humorous sketch 
with a serious message: What 
people choose to feed their 
children can cause malnutri- 
tion. The message is begin- 



ning to get through, but the 
problem is daunting. 

A joint Marshall Islands- 
UNICEF analysis of the state 
of children in 1991 said blunt- 
ly: "In the years 1981-89 mal- 
nutrition was the number one 


killer of children 1-5 years 
old.. .between January 1988 
and October 1989 there were 
135 children under five 
admitted to the Majuro Hos- 
pital suffering from malnutri- 


tion. 




®rugs helps Alzheimer’s disease 


3y Raodi Hutter Epstein 

The Associated Press 


LONDON — A drug that 
neutralises Aluminum slowed 
the mental deterioration in 
victims of Alzheimer's Dis- 
ease in a two-year study with 
25 patients, scientists re- 
ported in the medical journal 
Lancet. 


Dr. Theo A. P. Kruck, a 
researcher at University of 
Toronto's Centre for Re- 
search in Neurodegener ative 
Diseases, said the drug 
arrests the disease but is not a 


cure. 

Other experts in the field 
criticised the design of the 


study and said much more 
research is needed. They also- 
said it is not known whether 
the drug attacks the disease's 
cause or merely a symptom. 

“ He put together a nice 
story, but the critical piece is 
missing. ” said Dr. Creighton 
Phelps, the vice president for 
medical and scientific in- 
formation of the Alzheimer's 
Association in Chicago. 

In a two-year study. Uni- 
versity of Toronto resear- 
chers gave 25 people with 
Alzheimer's disease injec- 
tions of Desferrioxamine two 
times a day , five days a week. 
Another group of 23 patients 
cither got a Placebo Pill or 
nothing at all. 


Desferrioxamine binds to 
Aluminum, a metal deadly to 
brain cells, neutralising it. 
The brains of people with 
Alzheimer's disease are 
known to have high levels of 
Aluminum. 

"If you remove Aluminum 
from the cells , you remove 
the killer metal and the cells 
won't die," said Kmc A', 
whose research was pub- 
lished in the June 2 edition of 
the weekly Lancet. 

But Phelps said that 
whether Aluminum is a cause 
or a result of Alzheimer's is 
still unanswered. 

In the University of Toron- 
to study , independent eva- 
luators assessed the level of 


the patients' mental de- 
terioration and found the un- 
treated group deteriorated 
twice as first as those who got 
treatment, said Kruck. 

Other potential drugs, such 
as tacrine, have had mixed 
results and do not seem to 
have as great an impact on 
patients' ability to perform 
daily activities . he said. 


There is no known cause or 
treatment for Alzheimer's 
Disease, a progressive de- 
terioration that kills brain 
cells and destroys the brain s 
function. Alzheimer's disease 
cannot be diagnosed defini- 
tively until a post-mortem 
examination. 


Weekend Crossword 


APHORISMS 
By Olive Dunn 


ACROSS 
T Caiume: and 
meerschaum 
6 Impknes 

10 Device used or a 
ratetw frt'eei 

14 Nobleman 

15 Somae/i-iike piani 

20 USSR liver 

21 Tennis greai 

22 We u by abrasion 

23 Reese of song 

24 P/ranuo sna 

25 Perlman of 
"Cfleers ' 

ZS Loose- fmmg 
garmeni 

27 Dctman 10 deter 

31 Swallowed 

32 Large vats 

S3 Grassland 


34 Exclamations o< 
disgust 

37 Tima zona toners 
36 Wedding case 
part 

40 Sphere 
43 Defender 10 
defendant 

50 He raised Cam 

51 Overhangs 

52 Electees 

53 Gam surface 

54 Aqua — 

56 Caducous 

57 Skedaddles 
59 An style 
GO Dallas" 

62 Vaquero's rope 1 
65 Food fish 
67 Star to starlet 


74 DDE's command 

75 Monastery men 

76 Chronicles 

78 "l — dream..." 

82 EH 

85 Exclamation of 
surprise 

87 Latm-Amencan 
darce 

88 End 

90 inlet 

91 Bridge statement 

93 Hanvn if pan 

94 Shanurs to Sutton 

99 SMf 

100 — Uixn 

101 Ma- — (bar dmfcj 
HP weed ram 

mef-sgany 
103 ML aOoJOQ 


104 Bnel Drawl 
106 reOow eartn 
HO Inmate to 
inlcrner 
ti8 Regulate 

119 Prau’s refusal 

120 M>* 

121 Pr.Wtly 

vestment 

122 Object Of 
veneration 

123 Notorious count 

124 Fit oi pique 

125 Indulges io 
excess 

126 High-strung 

127 Ring decisions 

128 Lattice 

129 Yew opener In 
Madrid 


DOWN 

1 Whale schools 

2 1 Gocdnichi — " 

3 Chatfl ike bract 

4 BnSlance 
, 5 Upset 

6 Median*# 
detects 

7 Moran or Grey 
B — Strip 

9 Dednas 

10 Wo* coatings 

1 1 Son of Jacob 

12 Cutlery sharpener 

13 Frond 
U Punk — 

IreconsKleri 

15 Island near 
Venez. 

16 Barratt or Jaffa 

17 Of soma poetry 

18 Narrow (art 
28 Vlewpotni 


29 Watum the pnare 

30 Shake — ! 

35 Attend 

38 Zestful 

39 Contemptible 
person 

40 Kfltor whale 
ar Straw 

42 Gr letter 

43 Traffic Jam items 

44 Writer Clifton! 

45 Noted Eng 
surgeon 

46 — a minute 
(rupkfly) 

47 Mosquito genus 

48 Lubricate 

49 Vogue 
55 Wings 

57 Toady 

58 Seed for sauce 
81 Choir voice 


83 Pr ■ ise of despair 
64 ir- . ..‘ditioti 
68 Pl:- on 

68 Ch ores 

69 Cr He fcfn 
70 IM'-d OH 

Fn* e 

71 lnap:- curtate 

72 Hekr.ct-Ehaped 
pw: 

73 — and Johnson 

77 Submerged 

78 Rumanian dance 

79 — patnae 

80 Labrfty 

81 Turk, general 

83 CO mountain 

84 Actor Holbrook 
B6 Concerning 

89 Conformftv 
91 Sfupid behavior 
om style - 


92 Sprout 

95 "Romoge in — " 

96 Brings mo 

accord 

97 Cole and Tiwttw 

98 Decorate with 
inlay 

103 Sponsorship 

105 Me*. communal 
farmland 

107 Macho type 

106 Upper crust 
109 Kitchen 

jpdgei 
MO Caustic 

111 To shelter 

112 Oven 

113 Mrr wont abbr. 
1’4 Region 

f is Tea rr ftka — 

118 Course 
117 Men- coal 



Lest Week’s Cryptograms 


1. Country buy joined cirrus as a juggler, and became big star to fans on 
melon farm. 

2. When e lax child's groping reach exceeds his grasp, then that’s what a 
floor is for, 

3. U is probable it was once a compliment to be known as a crack salesman. 

4. Too many square meals may Wld quiet a rmnd body- 


Diagramless 19 x 19 . By craig schuiu 


ACROSS 

1 Uncontrolled 
5 Dialect 
7 Locate 

1 1 Assad's country 

12 Atom particles 

13 Party 

17 Old MacDonald's 
worktmw 7 

23 Wading bird 

24 Zodiac sign 

25 Latvia's capital 

26 Army vehicle 


27 Nuisance 

28 Offer 

29 Chances 

30 Tic toe 

31 Utterfy bad 
33 TV canine 

36 — Clara, wi 

37 Water animal 

38 Crow call 
41 Red as a — 

<2 Prayer leader of 
Islam 


44 Big twa 

45 Move smoothly 

46 Old horse 

49 'The — Girts" 
(TVsrtcom; 

50 Man-eatmg 

monster 

51 fish eggs 

52 Prayer ending 
55 Devoured 

57 Norse god 
59 Beer ingredient 


60 Kind of gun 


62 Judgment 
65 Medicinal 


if plant 
66 Mrs. MacDonald'! 
Chore? 

71 "The — is yet to 
be' (Browning) 

72 Hardwood tree 

73 Certain boatman 

74 Coop residents 

75 Lama grn 
78 Squirming 


DOWN 

1 Small handful 

2 Rustic poem: var. 

3 fL money 

4 Action 

6 Partner 

7 Omens 

8 Put forward as a 
fa el 

9 Unit 

10 Autocrat 

13 Ends ted soldier 

14 in the sack 

15 Prevaricated 


16 Snakes 

18 Damage 

19 Family circle 
member 

20 Brother or sister 

21 Pointed arch 

22 Olympic star 
Comaneci 

30 Mao — 

32 Comedienne Ball 

33 High toss 

34 Fit to — 

35 Dam up 


39 During 

40 Step through 
wafer 

43 Males 

45 Black-looted 
albatross 

47 Bedouins 

«8 Outfit 

49 Cook m a way 

50 Beginning 

52 Moby Dick's 
pursuer 

53 Burrowing animal 


54 Unwritten poetry 

56 Make a mistake 

57 Church 
instrument 

58 Aquatic birds 
61 Essential part 

63 Snoozes 

64 Dwarf cl folklore 
67 Once called 

66 Tennis Star 
Naatase 

69 Actress Carter 

70 Jane or Zone 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. RHPO G1VRCRCBA PXVBTBO EFIXEH TBE 
K1XVJ LPCPFCVM LNH ACMNLKBVLBELCG 

IV LNH ECJHTBAWE IK VBT OIPW. 

— By Gordon Miller 

2. SKV HEATOFAHFH SO FIT XYTTOISKHT 
TZZTEFH CYTC CYT ZYAXIFTOAOX. 

— By Norton Rhoades 

3. DETS LUVQG1T FILLQUOT GWR DWRWKU 
BJ9Y W NIQQ FURGJQ WT QERK WT JS.YWT 

V KEEN. ROB UOWTUO. — By E.I. Livingston 

4. IBX Iff R POFCTYS LONCTYM FGfBWR UM 
DVIPY OF O LOSTNOW “FIND OGFIXUM X." 

— By Ed Huddleson 




Genetic mutations 
found in people 
exposed to 
household radon 


LONDON ( AP ) — A 
radioactive gas found in the 
home may change the generic 
mafce-up of immune cells, bur 
researchers are not ready to 
put forth the finding as proof 
that radon gas causes cancer. 

People exposed to high 
levels of radon in their homes 
have significantly more gene- 
tic mutations on one type of 
immune cell than those who 
are not exposed, scientists 
have reported in a British 
medical journal. 


and can reach dangerous 
levels in unventilated spaces. 

When inhaled, the gas 
breaks down into radioactive 
elements, which in theory 
irradiate cells and damage 
the genes inside. 


While many cancers are 
thought to be triggered by 
generic mutations, the study 
published in the latest issue 
of the Lancet, does not show 
directly that radon increases 
the risk of cancer. 


The research team mea- 
sured household levels of 
radon and took blood sam- 
ples to measure the frequen- 
cy of mutations on a gene , 
HPRT. in immune cells in the 
blood called T-Lymphocytes. 
The gene was chosen because 
it is easy to study, not be- 
cause it has an association 
with leukemia. Bridges said . 


Conflicting results have 
emerged from a spate of sci- 
entific studies examining can- 
cer rates in areas known to 
have levels of radons. Some 
studies have shown that 
radon increases the risk of 
lung cancer or leukemia , 
while others showed no risk 
ar all. 


Bridges said he found an 
average of 50 per cent more 
genetic mutations among 
people living in houses with 
levels over 200 Bccquercls 
per cubic metre tbe limit set 
by Britain's National 
Radiological Protection 
Board. 


According to the U.S. En- 
vironmental Protection 
Agency, the gas causes 
20,000 cases of lung cancer 
annually in the United Stares. 

Dr. Bryn Bridges, leader 
of a British medical research 
team, said the occurrence of 
gene mutations found in peo- 
ple living in houses where 
radon levels exceed national 
standards was "comparable 
to what you find in the blood 
of smokers." 


A Becquerel is a unit that 
measures the number of 
atoms of radon that decay per 
second. 

The British research is the 
first to look at specific gene 
mutations in individuals by' 
comparing residents of the 
same town , said Dr. Daniel 
Hoffman, assistant director 
for science in environmental 
studies at the Centres for 
Disease' Control in Atlanta. 


Bridges said he was stun- 
ned by his group’s findings, 
because he had thought that 
low levels of radon could not 
affect genetic structure. He 
plans to repeat the study and 
launch a broader investiga- 
tion if he gets the same re- 
sults. 

The researcher conceded 
that tbe findings of tbe pre- 
liminary study could have 
been caused by a statistical 
fluke , change . or other 
cancer-causing agents. 

Bridges, director of the 
Medical Research Council 
Cell Mutation Unit at the 
University of Sussex in 
Brighton, headed a team of 
researchers from the Uni- 
versities of Sussex and Bris- 
tol and the Somerset Centre 
who examined 20 nonsmok- 
ers from Somerset, a county 
in western England known as 
a radon hot spot. 

Radon gas is emitted by 
decaying radium , which is 
found in soils and rocks in 
many places. Radon seeps 
into homes from the ground 


He was intrigued by the 
findings, but speculated that 
“ other ( harmful ) agents 
could have confounded the 
findings. " citing as an exam- 
ple cumbustion fumes. 

Hoffman noted that tbe 
"vast preponderance " of data 
shows that radon enters the 
body on particles of house- 
hold dust. It breaks down and 
clings mainly to the lung, 
from where it bombards sur- 
rounding tissue with radia- 
tion. 

Other studies have shown 
that radon infiltrates into 
bone marrow, too. 

Still, with so many poten- 
tially cancer-causing agents in 
the environment, not to men- 
tion cigarette smoking, it’s 
difficult to blame one particu- 
lar agent for a genetic muta- 
tion. 

Opening windows to in- 
crease ventilation can reduce 
radon levels, said a National 
Radiological Board 
spokesperson. 

Other devices that suck 
radon back into the ground 
can be installed under 
houses, she said, adding that 
preventing radon from get- 
ting into the house is prefer- - 
able than letting it breeze 
through. 


‘Brain damage 

can boost 



By Rolf Degm 


BRAIN research scientists 
used to work On the assump- 
tion that the architecture of 
the mind was mechanical , 
with specific thought proces- 
ses housed in separate cubby- 
holes of the central nervous 
system. 

This theory, which 
assumes brain functions are 
localised, means that the 
brain functions which are 
affected by an accident can 
be inferred from the location 
of the brain injury. 

The degree to which they 
are affected will, in contrast, 
depend on the extent of the 
damage tbe brain has suf- 
fered. 

Laboratory tests on rats 
seemed to bear out this 
assumption, but Gottingen 
University psychologist Eva 
Irle, writing in Brain .Re- 
search News, says discrepan- 
cies are occuring with in- 
creasing frequency. • ■ . ■ * 

The location and extent of 
brain damage* seem to -have 
only a limited effect on which 
/acuities are affected- In 
some cases even massive 
brain damage is found to 
have only min or effects. 

There have been instance 
in which brain damage has 
resulted in an improvement 
in some intellectual accom- 
plishments of the animals. in 
■question. 

These observations have 
led to the inference being 
drawn that brain, function 
centres may hamper each 
other. New and improved 
performance can result when 
these impediments are eli- 
minated. 

Irle compared the findings 
of experiments on 283 brain- 
damaged monkeys to gain a 
closer insight into such phe- 
nomena. The animals were 
put through a number of pro- 
ficiency tests. 

There was found to be no 
more than a slight statistical 
link between the extent of 
their brain injury and tbe 
resulting loss of brain power. 

The degree of brain dam- 
age bad no more than an 
eight-per-cent effect on the 
monkeys’ test ratings, and 
this figure corresponded to 
the findings of tests on brain- 
damaged U.S. soldiers who 
suffered head injuries in 
Vietnam. 


The effect of head injuries 
was at times found to stag- 


nate or be Jess' serious in 
relation to the physical extent 
of brain damage. 

_ Extensive brain damage 
may make it easier for the 
brain to relocate activities. 
Some patients are even said 
to have regained full intellec- 
tual prowess after surgery to 
remove half their cerebrum. ■ 

The location of tbe damage 
and tiie manner of the short- 
fall are more closely interre- 
lated than this might suggest, 
however. Temporal lobe in- 
juries affect - tbe ability to 
ipsk** visual distinctions. 

I he ability to make distinc- 
tions by the sense of touch is 
most seriously impaired by 
damage to the parietal totes. 

. But Irle says this cannot be 
taken to mean there is a sole 
and exclusive connection be- 
tween these locations and the 
specific deficits. — 

Injuries in a certain place 
w iff merely make the corres- 
ponding brain damage like- 
lier. Injuries elsewhere can at 
times trigger the same dam- 
age and at others cause en- 
tirely different shortcomings. 

* This would seem to suggest 
that, at least to within certain 
limits, the brain is run along 
holographic lines. 

In tiie human brain certain 
parts may play a more signifi- 
cant role in specific functions 
Aan others do. Injuries in 
certain areas can certainly 
had to improvements in per- 
formance in same cases. 

Irle distinguishes between 
three categories of brain 
daihage. In the first the short- 
falls increase with the 
seriousness of the injury, in 
the second there is no direct 
Knit and in the third more 
serious injury can lead to an 
improvement in brain power. 

Damage to certain parts of 
the brain presumably leads to 
improved performance be- 
cause competing influences 
are eliminated. Bowers of 
visual distinction probably 
improve because the level of 
interference caused by data 
relayed by other senses is 
reduced. 

On the other hand brain 
centres keep each other at 
bay by reciprocal inhibition, 
and that needn’t be taken to 
mean that in a healthy person 
pointless sabotage impairs 
mental performance. 

The simple fact is that tire 
brain puts most of its grey 
cells to work on even the 
most straightforward tasks — 
Der Tagessphgel. 


Children’s TV diet 


Ads promote 
high-fat foods 


By Diane Duston 
The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — Chil- 
dren’s television in the Un- 
ited States encourages eating 
habits that can lead to tooth 
decay, heart disease and can- 
cer , say a congressman and a 
public interest group. 

Every ‘ Saturday morning , 
children tune in to shows 
sponsored by high-sugar, 
high-fat and high-sodium fast 
foods with little nutritional 
value , said congressman Ron 
Wyden. ... 

“ Saturday morning televi- 
sion advertising is fealty ab- 
out food, " said Wyden, an 
Oregon Democrat who is 
asking four Federal Agencies 
to look into the situation. 

“ I am troubled that a time 
block ' which demonstrably 
has a very high percentage of 
loyal, young , highly impress- 
ionable viewers is being used 
to reinforce poor nutritional 
values rather than good 
ones,” Wyden wrote to the 
Federal Trade Commission , 
Department of Health and 
Human Services , Federal 
Communications Commis- 
sion (FCC) and U.S. Surgeon- 
General. 

Wyden's letters were based 
on a study recently released 
There was also one public 
service announcement on 


eating . 

by The Centre for Science in 
tbe Public Interest, a 20-year- 
old. non-profit consumer 
health advocacy organisation 
based m Washington. 

• The Federal Agencies had 
no immediate response to 
Wyden's letter. However, 
FCC spokesman Steve Svab 
said the children's television 
act of 1990 , which takes 
effect next year, will limit the 
number of ads allowed during 
children's shows. y 

In the late 1970s, the FTC 
tried toregnlatetbe content of 
such ads but was puhed off 
the effort by Congress, which 
said the agency was overstep- 
ping its authority. Critics at 
the time called the FTC a 
“ National Nanny.'’ 

To prepare the latest 
.study, researchers for CSPI 
watched childrens program- 
mes and found that of the 350 
commercials, 63.4 per cent 
were .for food. 

Of the food ads, most were 
for cereals , followed by res- 
taurants , candy, beverages, 
cookies, entrees and chips ' 
Since children influence 
me food choices in most 
famihes, the public would be 
better served if kids' were 
encouraged to make more 
nutritional requests, said the 
congressman. 
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Azaideh lauds moves towards public 
freedoms but says more is needed 
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AMMAN (3.T.) - Out of 1.200 
citizens dismissed from their jobs 
for political reasons before I9S9. 
only 900 were reinstated, ami 
they sU hold diplomas and de- 
grees above the secondary school 
level, according to a statement by 
Parliament member Ahmad 
Azaideh. head of the Public Free- 
doms and Citizens Rights Com- 
mittee at the Lower House of 
Parliament. 

Addressing a press conference. 
Mr. Azaideh said that although 
Jordan had embarked on the 
march of respecting public free- 
doms. there was still a long wav 
to go. 

His statement came three days 
after an announcement by Direc- 
tor of the Budget Department 
Salman Tarawneh in which be 
noted that only 125 former em- 
ployees were awaiting reinstate- 
ment in public office posts, as all 
the others bad already been 
absorbed in various government 
departments and semi-official in- 
stitutions. 

Mr. Azaideh tackled two other 
questions: the condition of Palesti- 
nians in Israeli jails and the 
ongoing inhuman treatment of 
Palestinians and Jordanians in 
Kuwait. 


"The Jordanian Parliament is 
following up matters related to 
the Palestinian detainee*, in 
Israeli jails and has been in con- 
tact with international and human 
rights organisations to urge them 
to intervene and improve their 
conditions." Mr. Azaideh said. 

"There are tern of thousands of 
Palestinian detainees in Israeli 
jails and their conditions arc con- 
stantly deteriorating us a result of 
Israel's inhuman treatment in 
violation of all international prin- 
ciples and laws,” said Mr. 
Azaideh. 

He said he had sent memoran- 
da to the Arab League Secretary 
General Ismat Abdul Majid, the 
U.N. secretary general and the 
bead of the London-based human 
rights organisation Amnesty In- 
ternational. demanding that' they 
exert efforts to alleviate the suf- 
ferings of the Palestinian people 
in the occupied Arab territories. 

Referring to the Palestinian 
and Jordanian citizens living in 
Kuwait. Mr. Azaideh said that 
the comminee had been follow- 
ing with deep dismay and sadness 
the deteriorating conditions of 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
minorities in Kuwait following 
the end of the Gulf war. 


■Reports reaching Jordan from 
independent sou ices speak of 
atrocities being committed 
against these citizens by roaming 
armed gangs and it seems that the 
torture and detention was sys- 
tematic and unrelenting, “ Mr, 
Azaideh said. 

"As a reward for their con- 
tributions to the construction of 
Kuwait, these non-Kuwaiti Arab 
nationals arc being treated with 
repression, mass arrests, arbit- 
rary and inhuman practices, ” said 
Mr. Azaideh. 

He said il was regrettable that 
all forms of torture were being 
exercised on the Palestinian and 
Jordanian citizens in violation of 
all principles and laws. 

"The Kuwaiti government is to 
be held responsible for these 
atrocities and for not putting an 
end to the tragedy of the tens of 
thousands of the innocent peo- 
ple,” Mr. Azaideh said. 

He called on the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment to resort to reason and 
to stop dangerous practices, 
which, he said, could only leave 
indelible scars on inicr-Arah and 
Islamic relations. 

Mr. Azaideh also urged Arab 
and foreign human rights orga- 
nisations to help end the show 


Politicians, intellectuals warn against 
‘unjustifiable’ number of political parties 


tnah and the injustices ugaiavt 
the detained citizens. 

Last Sunday the Jord.mi.in gov- 
ernment urged world govern- 
ments and international organisa- 
tions to intervene immediately to I 
save the lives of Jordanians sen?- 1 
diced to death in Kuwait for 
allegedly collaborating with the 
Iraqi army during its occupation 
of the emirate. 

Amnesty International said las: 
Tuesday that trials in Kuwait 

arising from the seven-month Ira- 
qi occupation were detective, and 
asked the government of Kuwait 
to halt them "until defendants 
could be guaranteed a fair hear- 
ing.” 

More than 10H people have 
appeared in martial law trials on 
charges stemming from Iraq's 
occupation; several people have 
been sentenced to death. 

Amnesty said “some of the 
charges seemed grossly disprop- 
ortionate to the offences " 

It said :t did not challenge 
Kuwait's right to try pcopic for 
offences committed during the 
occupation, but these people 
should receive fair trials in 
accordance with internationally 
accepted standards. 


Kuwait continues trials and 
sentencing amid wide outcry 


KUWAIT CITY — (Agencies) 
Seven mostly Iraqi actors, poets 
and songwriters were given life 
sentences by Kuwait’s martial law 
court Wednesday for their work 
in singing Iraq's praises during 
the Iraqi occupation. 

Four other artists got jail terms 
ranging up to 15 years on charges 
of aiding the enemy and taking 
part in its propaganda. One was 
given a suspended sentence and 
one acquitted. 

There was no emotion in the 
court room when Judge Jawad 
Abdullah read the sentences be- 
cause be had sternly warned the 
crowd earlier that anyone who 
made noise would be ejected. 

The sentences came a day after 
United Nations officials, said 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
De Cuellar hoped Kuwait will 
show clemency towards a half- 
dozen journalists sentenced to 
death for allegedly collaborating 
with Iraqi occupiers. 

“Even though be has no in- 
formation about guilt or inno- 
cence. on humanitarian grounds 
the U.N. secretary-general hopes 
the Kuwaiti government will ex- 
ercise clemency,” said Francois 
Giuliani, spokesman for the 
secretary-general. 

Mr. Giuliani made the state- 
ment in response to journalists’ 
questions and said the U.N. chief 
had not made a formal mercy 
appeal to the government in 
Kuwait City. . 

Twenty-one defendants have 
been sentenced to death in the 
month-old trials, including three 
Jordanians; two Palestinians, two 
Lebanese, a Kuwaiti woman, 10 


stateless Arabs and three whose 
nationality has not known. 

The most known personality 
given a life sentence charged 
among the group of artists was 
Zanouba Abdul Kuder Ashoor, a 
42-year-old Iraqi known for 
working in Kuwaiti television 
productions. 

Mrs. Ashoor sang at the inau- 
guration party of a mural for Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, took 
part in organising two other 
celebrations, and joined the Un- 
ion for the Iraqi artists. 

Mrs. Ashoor said she was 
arrested by Kuwaitis after libera- 
tion, found guilty in a summary 
trial and shot twice. But she did 
not die and managed to walk to a 
mosque where the sheikh took 
her to a police station and then to 
a hospital. • 

Others given life included Kha- 
laf Alwan A1 Matiki. 74, a 43- 
year resident of Kuwait who 
wrote a short poem. 

Other life terms went to a 
Jordanian sentenced in absentia, 
Adel Afana, as well as Iraqis 
Yousef Abdul Razzak Sakr, Aziz 
Saqr A1 Amari and Omar 
Mohammed Fadel. 

Saleh Ahmed, a comedian 
known as Imbatrik who has lived 
in Kuwait since 1954. got 15 
years. 

He looked stunned, having de- 
nied talcing pan in union activi- 
ties. He also said he hid some 
members of the ruling family, but 
they would not testify in front of 
the press. 

One provided a letter to the 
judge recognising bis services. 

Iraqis Naji Abdullah Jabouri 


got 10 years while Ihsan Sabri 
Sawdi and Hussain Junta Kareem 
got five. 

Midget actor Ahmad Abdullah 
A! Misha ri was given a suspended 
sentence for carrying a mem- 
bership card from the Iraqi un- 
ion. 

Western countries and human 
right organisations say they are 
seriously concerned about (he 
conduct of the trials, in which 21 
out of more than 200 suspected 
collaborators have been sent- 
enced to death since May 24. 

The U.S.-based organisation 
Human Rights Watch delivered a 
letter to the Kuwaiti embassy in 
Washington on Tuesday urging 
the country to release or gram 
retrials to those convicted. 

" While Human Rights Watch 
recognises and fully respects 
Kuwait's desire to bring to justice 
those who committed criminal 
offences while collaborating with 
Iraqi occupiers, the desire to re- 
venge cannot be permitted to 
justify compromises with the 
right to a fair trial,” the letter 
said. 

“Human Rights Watch calls on 
the Kuwaiti government to re- 
lease or grant new trials to all 
those convicted to date. (It) also 
urges the government to ensure 
that all further trials are held in 
accordance with international fair 
trial procedures,” it added. 

The London-based organisa- 
tion Amnesty International has 
made similar appeals but the 
Kuwaiti authorities are proceed- 
ing with the trials and giving 
heavy sentences. 

An Arab human rights group 


also urged Kuwait's rulers to re- 
verse the death sentences and 
called for an end to the trials 
before they “become a mas- 
sacre.” 

“The Arab Organisation for 
Human Rights, which opposes 
the death penalty in political 
cases, urges military ruler Sheikh 
Saad A1 Abdullah (Al Sabah) not 
to ratify the death sentences and 
to stop the trials until defendants 
can have legal guarantees." the 
Cairo-based group said in a state- 
ment. 

Sheikh Saad is also the crown 
prince and prime minister. 

“The organisation also appeals 
to the emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah, to intervene 
personally so that these trials do 
not become a massacre.” the 
independent group said. 

The statement, noting that 
those convicted did not have the 
right to appeal, called for a retrial 
of all those sentenced so far. 

Germany said Wednesday it 
had reliable information that hu- 
man rights abuses were con- 
tinuing in Kuwait. 

Helmut Schaffer, minister of 
stale in the Foreign Ministry, told 
parliament the government had 
passed the information to the 
United Nations. 

He did not say where the in- 
formation had come from or what 
it was. No Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial was available for comment. 

Mr. Schaffer said Donn thought 
the international community 
should be as determined in press- 
ing Kuwait to observe human 
rights as it was in ending the Iraqi 
occupation. 


AMMAN | Petra | — Jordanian 
politicians, intellectuals and pub- 
lic figures are emphasising the 
need for coordination among, 
political groups which share simi- 
lar ideology, saying that such 
coordination was essential to pre- 
pare the group for settling defer- 
ences and giving meaning to poli- 
tical pluralism. 

Lower House of Parliament 
Deputy Sulaiman Avar said that 
democracy entailed pluralism. 
However, -pluralism does not 
mean that "we have to create an 
unjustifiable number of parties if 
they have she same ideologies 


and programme.” 

He said that the “AI Mustaubaf 

party which is now being estab- 
lished. supported -sny~ party, 
which shares the same principle. 

He said he would not rush to 
establish his party, but wait to 
discuss with other parties. 

Dr. Jama! Al Shaer said he 
supported forming a national par- 
ty. which "is not attached to any 
foreign power or party.” 

He said there was agreement 
among five parties to form a 
national coalition. The United 
National Work Front, and called 
on other parties, groups and pub- 


lic figures with the same line of 
thinking to join. 

Lower House Deputy Ahmad 
Outcish Al Azaideh. spokesman 
of the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement, rang the alarm bell 
over the multitude of political 
parties. He said formation of 
many parties “calls for worry 
since some of them are feared to 
be attached to foreign parties.” 

However, he said, the solution 
to the problem “lies in promoting 
awareness among our citizens ab- 
out the dangers of the multitude 
of parties and their relations with 
foreign parties or forces.” 


He called on people to learn 
from the experience of the 1950s. 

Mr. Azaideh urged groups and 
parties who share die same line of 
thinking to form one parry, rather 
than seveal parties. He said that 
the Muslim Brotherhood move- 
ment was keen on forming one 
party, groupng all Islamists. 

Dr. Said Al Tal. former higher 
education minister, said in an 
interview with Al Dusiour daily 
he believed that no limitation on 
the number of political parties 
should be made because such a 
limitation contradicted with 
democracv. 
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The King Hussein Scholarship 


at 

Bellerbys College, 

formerly Davies’s College, Hove 
England, U.K. 

One full scholarship, covering tuition fees 
only, to the value of JD 8,400, is offered 
for a Jordanian student wishing to study a 
one-year GCE A level or University Access 
course in the College, commencing in 

September 1991. 

Details and forms of application may be obtained from 
The Principal of the College, 

Mr. Robin Bellerby, M.A., B.Sc., Grad Cert Ed, FBIS, FBIM, 

who will deliver 

SEMINARS 

on the courses available, general admission procedures and 
scholarships offered by the College 

at 

the BRITISH COUNCIL, off First Circle, Jabal Amman, 

AMMAN 

at 1900 hours on 

Wednesday 26th and Thursday 27th June 1991. 

All are welcome. 
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PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOB-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAMARASONS 

TEL. 60*676 604696 ^ 
P.OBOX 7806 


4 R«nt & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

[* Also many tots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details* pfe aa ol 
aril 

bdoan Real 


jfTeL 8106&5, 810609, 
j - Fax: 810520. 



QgJugJjSS* 

Thefirst&bfttt 
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in Jordan 

lstarde.JabatAffmn.near 
Attiyyah Oris School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Mktoight 

TeiS3S968 




AUTHENTIC# 
CHINESE j 
CUISIN E 
elegant 
colorful atmosphere 

vlKiniuni_iL'l 'MU2MI 
I now open duty » 


Amman’s 
exclusive gift shop" 1 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 

watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindiays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 

' CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque lor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and lasie our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:3tl 

p.m. . 

v 6:30 - Midnight / 


STU 1 HO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gei> 

* JUMBO photo 
six* 30Vo larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apanments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


AustraIia 
Insurance Services 


A UrKjue Australian Experitnce 
, " ' In Jordan . 


AU Types Of insurance = 

• MOTOR •MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FlfiF •TRAVEL COUPON 

B P£ JXC10EST • ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Tel: 610948 Fajc612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


Tlx:! 
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CROWN 
ENT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea ana land 

al over me world 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
.P.O.Box 926487 Ammar 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


DA 1 MITEL 


Amman -Tel 668193 
PO Bov 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


FRESH PASTA 
TOP QUALITY MEAT 
FRESH SEA FOOD 


4-1 


At 

Leonardo 
Da Vinci -■ 
Restaurant 

'-TVrjint; -iikt Pff? 

SMivaSAiui 

TeL.Bezioi.sossiai 




IfHHESUR 


KABAfHTl BRbS-PSL_ - 
HAM MAM AT lUNISlARSTREET 
TEL.S1034 - Fax:3-12793 
AQABA -JORDAN 




The Regency Phlace Hotel 
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BARCELONA, Spain (R) — 
The organisers of the 1992 Barce- 
lona Olympics said Tuesday that 
over a third of 4.2 million avail- 
able tickets for the games have 
been allocated in the first phase 
of sales which closed June 14. 

Josef Mfquel A bad, bead of the 
Barcelona Olympic Organising 
Committee (COOB). told repor- 
ters that institutions and mem- 
bers of the public had applied for 
1.54 million tickets. 

A ballot will be held in Septem- 
ber to allocate tickets for the 


A third of Barcelona tickets sold 


most popular events, such as the 
opening and closing ceremonies 
or basketball and athletics finals, 
for. which applications exceed 
available seats. 

Some 2.7 million remaining 
tickets will go on sale in October 
on a first come, first served basis. 
They will include 1.8 million en- 
tries for the football competition. 

Spaniards, traditionally reluc- 
tant to plan ahead, especially 
with no guarantees that they 
would receive tickets for popular 
events, applied for only 362,000 


tickets. 

Would Be buyers in the first 
phase of ticketing have had to pay 
for the tickets but no applicant 
has actually received confirma- 
tion yet. The tickets will be distri- 
buted next May, seven weeks 
before the games open, for secur- 
ity reasons and to prevent fraud. 

Of the 1.5 million tickets total, 
nearly half a million have been 
set aside for sponsors and the 
media. Another 100,000 will go 
to institutions and sporting fed- 
erations. 


On that basis Abad has able to 
announce that 35 per cent of 
tickets have been sold and that 63 
per cent of expected income from 
ticket sales have been covered. 

Spaniards and sales agents 
abroad will be able to apply for 
tickets on an equal basis in the 
second phase, when it opens in 
October on an as yet undecided 
date. 

COOB has said well over one 
million tickets will be available 
abroad. 



England rally to force 
3-3 draw against Syria 


FARG, PORTUGAL (R) — En- 
gland. at one point down 0-1. 
rallied to a 3-3 draw against Syria 
in their first phase Group B 
World Youth championship 
match Tuesday. 

England went straight into the 
attack from the start, needing a 
win to be sure of a place in the 
quarter-finals after being defe- 
ated 1-0 by Spain in their opening 
game Saturday. 

England team manager David 
Dumside stayed with the same 
squad, except to bring in Charl- 
ton Athletic's Scott Min to for 
Steve Harkness who was banned 
for two matches after being sent 
off for violence against Spain. 

A goalmouth scramble from a 
cross by Arsenal's Andrew Cole 
in the 12th minute led to the 
opening goal for England. 
Queens Park Ranger striker 
Bradley Allen put the ball in. 

But English elation was short 
lived when Mounaf Ramadan, 
profiting from defensive errors, 
volleyed in an equaliser in the 
17th minute. Ian Walker in Eng- 
land's goal didn't have a chance. 

Six minutes later England got 
another shock when the unfan- 
cied Syrians went ahead. Ammar 
Awad scored from a fast counter 
after Syria's keeper just managed 
to smother a cole header on the 
line. 


After the resumption. Rama- 
dan continued to be a thorn in the 
England side, nearly beating 
Walker twice in the first 10 mi- 
nutes. 

Disaster struck England in the 
65th minute with all their players 
caught in the Syrian half. Abdal 
Helou latched on to a long pass, 
outran a clutch of opponents and 
calmly rifled a low drive past the 
advancing walker to make it 3-1 
for Syria. 

Andrew Awford. Portsmouth's 
central defender, scored five mi- 
nutes later to make it 2-3 as 
England stormed the Syrian goal. 

The relentless pressure paid off 
when Awford headed in his 
second goal and the equaliser in 
the 33rd minute to leave England 
with a theoretical chance of prog- 
ressing to the quarter-finals on 
goal difference provided Spain 
beats Syria and England over- 
comes Uruguay Thursday. 

Earlier Tuesday, Spain 
thrached Uruguay in the other 
Group B game, an ill tempered 
match in which three Uruguayans 
were sent off and five other play- 
ers were booked. 

Severo. Dona and Silva were 
dismissed for violence in the 
second half with Spain leading 4-0 
at the break. 

The Spaniardo will play Por- 
tugal in the last eight. 


Johnson, Lewis will meet 


Michael Jordan 

CHICAGO f AP) — Michael Jor- 
dan received the Nttional Bas- 
ketball Association championship 
series most valuable player award 
Tuesday for leading the Chicago 
Bulls to victory over the Los 
Angeles Lakers, but he’s already 
faring another challenge. 

"I'm going to find' a street 
where no one knows me.” Jordan 
said after receiving the MVP tro- 
phy and a car. 

But does such a street exist? 

“We’ll find it on the map,” he 
said. 

And no. he's not saying what 
map he’s looking at. 

After a season in the fast lane, 
Jordan is ready to travel for 
pleasure and to take it easy. 

Tm just going to relax ,’* he 
said. “I've been playing my golf 
every day." 

He’s also got to take care of 
some endorsements. Jordan said 
be hopes the Bulls' championship 
leads to more financial opportu- 
nities for his teammates. 

“I’m going to fulfill some 
obligations," he said. “Things 


Peanuts 


won't change much for me. But it 
might for the other fellows.” 

One thing Jordan said be wants 
to do on his summer vacation is 
enjoy the Bulls championship, 
won in five games over LA. 
Jordan. 28, averaged 31.2 points 
for the final series. 

“It still hasn't sunk in,” he 
said. “I can’t believe we're the 
world champions.” 

With the title, Jordan said he 
has reached all of his basketball 
goals, both team and individual. 
“Now it’s just a matter of dupli- 
cating," he said. 

He's not making any predic- 
tions, though. 

Next season, he said, “I’m 
pretty sure everyone’s going to be 
shooting for us.” 

He thanked bis teammates in 
accepting theMVp trophy and the 
Jeep Cherokee which goes with 
it. 

“I’ll think of this as a team 
award,” he said. “But I don’t 
know if I'll let anybody borrow 
the Jeep.” 


PARIS (AP) — The first show- 
down between Carl Lewis and 
Ben Johnson since the 1988 
Olympics is only one of the high- 
fights of the upcoming BNP track 
and field meet which will be held 
in northern France, organisers 
said Tuesday. 

Organisers Tuesday released a 
preliminary list of athletes ex- 
pected to enter the meet, part of 
the Grand Prix season. 

Lewis and Ben Johnson have 
signed a reporterd contract to 
split $500,000, with Lewis getting 
the larger, unrevealed share. 

Johnson won the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics in 9.79. but two days 
later tested positive for 
performance-enhancing drugs. 
He and his record were disqual- 
ified as was the 9.83 he ran in a 
1987 meet. 

Lewis ran 9.92, the world re- 
cord until last Friday when Bur- 
rell ran 9.90 at the U.S. cham- 
pionships. Lewis ran 9.93 for 
second. 

Burrell was originally in the 
20 0 against Michael Johnson, the 
top ranked runner in both the 200 
and 400 last year. However 



Ben Johnson 

Raymond Lorre, the director of 
the July 1 BNP meet, said Burrell 
would compete in the 100 instead 
along with Lewis and Johnson. 

Ben Johnson's top 100 since his 
return to outdoor competition 
was 10.41, when he finished 
second in Norway last Saturday. 
He also did 10.54 in Granada, 
Spain, four weeks ago and a 10.69 
in Seville, Spain, May. 30. 



TODAY WE'RE 60IN6 TO 
TALK A LITTLE ABOUT 
THE SEA OF GALILEE... 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Trapattoni returns to scene of former glories 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Giovanni Trapattoni will return to coach 
Juvennjs next season after a month-long tussle with International 
Milan was resolved Tuesday. Inter arch rivals of the Turin Soccer - 
Giants, had previously threatened to hold Trapattoni to his 
contract until the end of 1992 despite his eagerness Co leave. In 
exchange for releasing Trapattoni, who brought Jnventus six 
league titles between 1976 and 1986, Inter said they would get the . 
use of an unnamed Ju vermis player for one year. The two duds 
also agreed to buy jointly another player who will play for Inter 
next season. After that period. Inter would retain the right to 
offer him a contract. The club did not disclose other details. 
Juventus have already sacked coach Gigi Maifredi after a 
lacklustre season, Maifredi on Tuesday also rejoined his old dob, 
newly relegated second divirion Bologna. 

Yugoslav international Spasic (eaves Real for Osasuna 

MADRID, (R) — Yugoslav international Predrag Spasic signed 
with the Spanish first division ride of Osasuna Tuesday after 
completing just one year of a four-year contract with Real 
Madrid. “I am extremely pleased.” Spasic said after signin g a 
three year contract. “With Osasuna FU work as hard as I (fid with 
Real Madrid and m do my very best.” He said be had no 
complaints over how the Madrid team had treated him, adding 
they had been helpful in transfer talks, but would not say what his 
new terms were. Osasuna. from the northern town of Pamplona, 
ended the league season ranked fourth, one place behind Real. 

Three Argentines suspended in youth tournament 

VTLAMOURA. Portugal (R) — Three Argentines seat off 
during their team's match against Portugal in the World Youth 
Soccer championship Monday have been suspended. Internation- 
al Football Federation spokesman Guido Tognoni said Tuesday 
that Claudio Paris had been banned for two matches while Juan 
Esnaiber and Mauri do Pellegring were each suspended for (me 
match . Defending champions Portugal beat Argentina 3-0 in an ill 
tempered match in which five other players were also booked. 

All Africa games would consider South Africa 

CAIRO, (R) — Organisers of this year’s All Africa games said 
Tuesday they would consider inviting South Africa if Pretoria 
applied to take part. The games start in Egypt in September. The 
issue was raised following the repeal Monday of the population 
registration act, under which South Africans were classified by 
race at birth. An organisation of African Unity (OAU) summit 
earlier this month hinted strongly that a dan on contacts with 
South African could be lifted if it pressed on with political refo r m. 
Senior south Africa sports officials travel to Switzerland next 
month to report to the International Olymjpic committee (IOC) 
on progress to unify race based sporting codes, one of the 
pre-conditions for possible admission to the 1992 Barcelona 
games. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY JUNE 20, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 



GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
first day of Cancer (Moonchild) 
will find' you able to complete some 
pretty important activities that may 
have been dragging along but 
didn't seem to get done. Show 
others that they a re valued. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get 
rid of pending tasks and at the 
same time enjoy those you like 
very much then tonight you see 
your way dear to start at some 
fresh new project. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Winding up matters of a basic 
nature is ok early after which you 
are able to get off to some new 
pleasures and activities that bring 
you much joy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have been doing at 
usual chores is fine so get them in 
back of you early, then yo are able 
to concentrate upon home and 
family. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Wind up whatever still 
requires some of your attention 
and then tonight you are able to 
put in effect some excellent 
arrangements of vital importance 
to you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) The 
daytime finds you are able to con- 
tinue making personal derisions 
and getting set to put new arrange- 
ments in effect then tonight do just 
that. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Much early day preparation for 
some new arrangement is excellent 
so spend the day getting set to go 
and then later put your plan at 
once in motion. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Discuss with friends early bow 
they can help you to gain some 


much desired objective than later 
yu can do the personal work re- 
quired by you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your day to do 
whatever you have agreed with 
chose in authority then you can 
join friends at some happy meeting 
place that all will enjoy. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 
December 21) Let those who mean 
much to you realise you are open- 
minded to suggestions from them 
how you can aid you in daytime, 
then attend civic interests. . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Whatever obligations 
you have get them out of the way 
early then you will be able to take a 
trip or otherwise expand In ways 
important to you. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Make your arrangements 
with all partners and associates for 
future action during early part of 
day, then later get at the specific 
duties you have agreed to do. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have the chance to enjoy 
yourself or make some plans for 
the future or a recreational nature 
before getting into that pile of 
unfinished duties. 

Today's dtikk If your child were 
born today she or be will have all 
kinds of ideas for putting new 
plans in effect that will increase 
performance and efficiency — 
especially where languages, 
schools of thought and finance are 
concerned. A lot of foreign travel 
to out of the way places will keep 
them on the move and unmarried 
till later. 

“Tbe stars impel, they do not 
compel. ” What you make of your 
life is largely up to you. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAHHAH HtRSCH 

emO Tribuna Moffla Santcaa. Inc. 


THE SEASON FOR GIVING 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

♦ J 10 2 
”7 5 

v A K 10 8 3 

* A Q8 

WEST EAST 

* 9 7 6 *K3 

?8 4 7AEQJ1032 

<.'4 9654 v Void 

* J 10 3 *9642 

SOUTH 
* AQ864 
^96 
0 Q 7 2 
4X75 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 ■> 1 1 ♦ Pass 

2 2 7 3 O Pass 

3 * 4 v DbJ Pass 

Pass 4 *7 Dbl Pass 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Four of 0 
It's the season for gift-giving, and 
North-South did their brat to 
spread cheer among their adversar- 
ies on this deal. It was played in a 
rubber-bridge game at New York’s 
renowned Cavendish Club. 

East's bid of four diamonds was 
designed to steer his partner to the 
right lead should North-South pro- 
ceed to four spades. South elected 


instead to double four hearts, a deci- 
sion North should have respected, 
since the defenders were bound to 
get off to their best start and North 
was looking at the death holding in 
hearts— a low doubleton. . Poor 
hearts would have been defeated 
two tricks which, since East held 
150 honors, would have netted 
North-South 350 points. Instead, 
North set the scene for dispensing 
goodwill by bidding four spades. 

East ruffed the opening diamond, 
lead and routine defense would have 
been for East to cash two heart 
tricks and then surrender the rest to 
declarer. But Bast was not prepared 
to settle for the decreed result. Since 
it was obvious that West could not 
gain the lead in dubs to give partner 
a second diamond ruff. East boldly 
underfed his heart honors. South 
thoughtlessly played low, and an 
amazed West found ha had won a 
trick with the right of hearts. The 
resulting diamond ruff by East com- 
pleted the pleasantries of the day. 

South's play of a low heart was 
careless. While it was unlikely the 
nine of hearts was going to win the 
trick, it would have cost nothing to 
play that card anyway. That would 
have netted the contract with two 
overtricka instead of a one-trick 
setback. 


, FORECAST IWIrtTOROTAT . JDNB 28, • 

By lhomas S. Pierson. AMdkyer/ 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aprfl 19) bet 2$ 


aptitudes wmdi you would be WHO ■ - career 
to pot m motion now so that yoo . oration mat y 
cangamthegoc^w^qfd|un«nd. ’ attend to tt 
you. SACaTtASIOS: (November 22 to 

any -actuation firmly diicuiv of mat tut. 

" cAnttCOBN: (December 22 to 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) -: - ^atmmf.20) Yon have lots of mai- 
Whatever means tbemost of you in? '■ ' tr, wtt+ru i *ri in hnsmess and/or 

everyday fife has a good chance of . ' penoaaF&fe so4atle&d-to taxes, 
becoming a workable reality if you -'Saranoe, todkL security, debts 
wffl wort: at it in avwyseriofcs . ^ erffectfoos. W 
manner. - .. r 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to ' 
July 21) Yon find you are the dne 
who Js able to «w*v« more income ■ 
by what you nOw do where your * 
property or yoar type of work j* 
concealed. 

LEO: (July 22 to Anptst 21) Yd«* 
can do pretty much .what yon Eke . 
so you would be waeor get in- 
teach with those about whf are in 
a position to aid you to pfo ypor 
personal aims.- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September ■ 
22) Whatever brings: you. the 
opportunity -to live in' greater h/& ; 
away cm be qaetiy ferrettedoot ' 
by you in secrecy or with a know- 
ledgeable confidante. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) There are some good friends 
who are just aw ait i ng anopeorton- - 
'tty to show you how fond they are 
of you so give them the chance 
instead of just paying attention to 

famil y 

SCORPIO: (October 23 toNovctBr 


, .penouf fife sd^aMend to taxes, 
■ insurance, -social security, debts 
and. collections- '. ; 

find out just 
, w her e -you stand, with others k a 
n aiiim i ope and tins is the day 
JAeayOtt able toget these answere 


- HSCE& (February to March 
20) There are some ingenious ways 
yob tain enjoy yoocsdfwith allies 
yon Eke now so be sareto contact 
and get them fogo a&Mg with your 
pleas. • 

Today’s If yonr child were 
bora todsy sbe or he wffi have a 

.-rivfc! jnmgnwtrio n and an nnder- 
stafKfing. at comprehensive plats 
fend dcattflcdL aoangcmcmtt^ They 
will want -to. 1 anangje their. sur- 
roundings so ^A tbey are varied 
and. dramatic, endowed- wfth coir 
our; culture and-beanty and for a 
vpcautiofHsriffpirtaficId that cater* 
to the general public- 

"The Mtm isupci. they do nor 
coiapd." Wbat you make ot your 
&ejafmrgtdyaptoyoa. 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
- by Henri Amokl anti Bob Lea 


Unscramble these lour Jumbiea, 
one letter to each square, to fbnn 
four ordinary words. 


NORCO 



DYKUN 



mmmm 


A SWIMSUIT LIKE THAT 
MAKE'S A WDWAN 
. LOOK 600C? £NC? ‘ 
MAKES A MAN 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 
. CRAWL.. VIABLE FEUDAL 
Answer: Wbs^ the hfve suggestive 

• - oftt&?—-V££fZAT' 


THE Daily Crossword by C.F. Murray 


ACROSS 
1 Oxtant- 
5 Dab relative 
9 Glaswegian . 

13 Good-byes 
15 Conceited • 

IB vein contents 
17 Dtseoveraf of 
. Greenland 

19 Dueler's eftedea 

20 Singing Jackson 

21 Stem's book • 
23 Snares 

25 Surfer’s deOght 

28 Leave — taste 

29 Gr. letter 
31 Concise 
34 Pamphlets 
38 Prime serving 

38 Smack ' 

39 Utterly brake ' . 


commttnwtf 

44 Bath item . 

45 Amount 
presorted 


m 


■ana 


auaa 

pmim 

laiiwlBaBi iaaaaal 
aia aaa 

aBwaia aa al 

laBlaaaal 

□ffiaBBBBBBB 


sPttdaSatnA 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nmoR nnnn 
r.:noci rjnnrrn nnno 
rcnnRnnRn rarnnnrm 
nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnr.nn 

Tinr-inn nnnnn nrjn 
imnn nnnnn rcnnH 
nnra nnnnn nnnnn 
nnri.^nnnn nnnrid 
„ nnnn nnnn 
Htinnnn nnnnnn^u 
Rgnr? r.rnnn nrinn 
nnnn nnnnn nbnn 

nnnre iinrinn nn rir 
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Swiss Franc 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

U.S. DoHar 

.6i7 

.689 

Sterling Pound 

mmm 

1.7708 

Deutsche Mark 

.37S5 

.380? 

Swiss Franc 

.4395 

.4477 

French Franc 

.1713 

. 7 7 79 

Japanese Yen* 

.4169 

.4893 

Dutch Guilder 

.3356 

. .3373 

Swedish Krona 

. 14744 

.1053 

Italian Lira" 

-.0509 

.0512 

Belgian Franc 

.0163 9 

.01646 

* P«r ICO 

Other Currencies 

Date: 79/6/7997 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.79017 

1.8200 

Lebanese Lira 0 

.0745 

.0765 

Saudi Riyal 

.1620 

.1630 

Kuwaiti Dinar- 


BBEHi 

Qatari Biyai . . . 

ft .aJUSg } 

f --It A * 

Egyptian Pound 

. 7950 

.2750 

Omani Rlyal 

7.7500 

1.7700 

UAE Dirham 
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Greek Drachma' 5 

nm ” 

.3600 

Cypriot Pound 
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AB-Share 

111 .90 

J 12.77 

Banking Sector 

707.24 

707.42 

Insurance Sector 

775.70 

115.49 

industry Sector 

176.56 

116.96 

Services Sector 

129.07 

129.52 
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Albania 
announces 
80 per cent 
wage rises 


VIENNA (R) — Albania’s new 
coalition government Tuesday 
announced wage rises of up to 80 
per cent for the security forces 
and other state sector employees. 

It was the first major decision 
of the new multi-party caretaker 
government formed last week to 
replace an all communist admi- 
nistration forces to resign by a 
25-day general strike. 

The official ATA news agency 
reported that “for the forces of 
order who have to deal directly 
with the security and protection 
of the citizens, wages will in- 
crease by an average 80 per cent.’ 

Military personnel and oil 
workers would get a 70 per cent 
rise, while those working in con- 
struction. production of building 
materials and electrical power in- 
dustries would receive 60 per 
cent, it said. 

Mine workers, granted a 60 per 
cent rise in January following a 
strike that threatened to cripple 
the economy, received a further 
15 per cent this time. 

The increases are due to come 
into force in two stages, with 25 
per cent on July 1 and the rest on 
Sept. 1. 

It was not immediately dear 
where the money for the new pay 
rises would come from. Prime 
Minister YUi Bufi said Iasi week 
the strike had cost the country, 
Europe’s poorest, some $20 mil- 
lion in lost output. 


Bonn-Berlin 
move likely 
to cost 
45b marks 


BONN (R) — Shifting the Ger- 
man government and parliament 
from Bonn to Berlin would cost 
35 to 45 billion marks ,(J2 to S2.6 
billion), a German newspaper has 
said. 

Welt am Sonntag said the fi- 
gure was in an internal finance 
ministry report to a parliamen- 
tary committee. 

The newspaper said Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel’s ministry 
also reported the estimated costs 
could double by the year 2005. 

Before unification last Octo- 
ber, East Berlin was capital of 
communist East Germany and 
Bonn was West Germany’s capit- 
al. 

After unification, Berlin re- 
gained its traditional status as 
Germany’s capita] but parliament 
has been left to dedde the future 
seat of government. 

Top politicians began talks re- 
cently on forging a compromise 
between deputies who want ev- 
erything moved to Berlin and 
rivals who want parliament and. 
die cabinet kept in Bonn. 


Australia to protest to 
U.S. over wheat subsidy* 
offer to Kuwait 

CANBERRA (R) — Australia mercial channels at competitive 
Trade Minister Neal Blcwcll said prices, and the offer would re- 
Wednesday he would protest to main open for a year. 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary Ed 
Madigan over a U.S. offer to 
provide 100,000 tonnes of subsi- 
dised wheat to Kuwait. 

Mr. Biewctt said he was dis- 
appointed that the offer, made to 
Kuwait on June 13. appeared 
contrary to assurances he re- established an unfortunate prece- 
ceived from the U.S. when he led dent in a market which previously 
a delegation to Washington in had not been a target for sales 
March. under the EEP and had potential 

During the visit. Australia said flow-on effects for Australia’s 
it received an "explicit” ass ur- other Middle East markets. 


The Australian Wheat Board 
said it had been traditionally the 
largest supplier of wheat to 
Kuwait until highly subsidised 
Saudi Arabian wheat captured 
the market two years ago. 

Mr. Blewett said the U S. offer 


unce from the United Stales that 
Washington would refrain from 
using its export enhancement 
programme (EEP) to compete in 
traditional Australian grain mar- 
kets. 

Australia says Kuwait is such a 
market. 

In its offer, the U.S. Agricul- 
ture Department said Kuwait 
could buy up to 100.000 tonnes in 
U.S. wheat under the EEP. 

Sales would be made to buyers 
in Kuwait through normal com- 


"We have therefore strongly 
registered with the U.S. adminis- 
tration through our embassy in 
Washington our concerns at the 
implications for Australia of the 
initiative." Mr. Bfewett said in a 
statement. 

He said he would make a per- 
sonal protest by letter to Mr. 
Madigan. 

The wheal board said Kuwait 
imports about 200,000 tonnes of 
wheat and flour oq commercial 
terms each year. 


Ibn Zahr signs Saudi 
petrochemical contracts 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — The Saudi European Petrochemical Co. 
(Ibn Zahr), an affiliate of the Saudi Arabian Basic Industries 
(SABIC), has signed two contracts to build petrochemical plants. 

No details were available on the total cost but the Saudi daily 
Asharq A1 Awsat said SABIC’s expansion programmes would raise 
total production capciry of various products to 20 million tonnes per 
year in 1995 from 13 million now. 

It quoted Deputy Chairman Ibrahim Ben Abdulla Ben Salameh as 
estimating that total cost of expansion projects would be S3 billion. 

SABIC holds 70 per cent of the company's shares and the Arab 
Petroleum Investment Corporation (APICORP). the Italian firm 
Ecofoel and the Finnish Neste SY each own 30 per cent stake. 

A company statement sent to Reuters Wednesday said it had 
signed a contract to build a 200,000 tonne per year polypropylene 
with Britain's John Brown Engineering and Construction Ltd. 

The statement said the plant, due to be completed in two years, 
would equal in size the current largest Unipol polypropylene plant 
now operating in South Korea. 


Tunisia 
raises sugar 
price to cut 
subsidy bill 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia raised the 
retail price of white sugar by 
between eight and II per cent 
Tuesday to cur the government's 
food subsidy bill, officials said. 

The price of granulated sugar 
rises to 430 milhmes (42 U.S. 
cents) a kilogramme from 400 (39 
cents) and of lump sugar to 620 
mi Himes (61 cents) from 560 (55 
cents). 

The price of brown sugar sold 
loose, which is consumed mainly 
by low income groups, remains 
unchanged. 

The state's subsidy fond esti- 
mates that after the increase sub- 
sidising sugar wifi cost it 20 mil- 
lion dinars (521 million) dining 
1991. 


Beirut 
airport gets 
$1.7m grant 


BEIRUT (R) — A U.N. agency 
gave Lebanon 51.75 million 
Wednesday to improve Beirut 
International Airport after 16 
years of civil war. officials said. 

They said the money from the 
United Nations Development 
Programme would be spent on 
equipment and training 108 peo- 
ple in cooperation with the Inter- 
national Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion. 

Eight foreign airlines have re- 
sumed flights to Beirut since the 
Lebanese army reunited the 
capital in December. 

The last airport improvement 
programme began in 1983. It was 
stopped by fighting after S300.000 
had been spent. 


China to raise rents this year 


BEUING (R) — Chinese author- munists came to power in 1949. 
.ities, anxious to pare crippling Beijing's residents pay as little 
state subsidies, plan to raise rents 'as four yuan (74 U.S. cents) a 
for most of the nation's billion month. 


people by the end of the year. 

Mr. Chen Jinhua, minister of 
the state commission for restruc- 
turing the economy, decreed 
Tuesday that the time was right 
for housing reform, the official 
Workers Daily newspaper said 
Wednesday. 

“Urban residents now have 
huge amounts of cash in hand," 
Mr. Chen was quoted as saying at 
a meeting on housing reform. 

Residents should eventually 
expea to pay five per cent of 
their income on housing, com- 
pared with one per cent now, he 
said. 

“Rent for state housing will be 
adjusted by the end of this year," 
Mr. Chen said. Virtually all of 
China's housing falls into this 
category. 

Rents have been held at ex- 
'tremely low levels since the com- 


Chinese now have about 800 
billion yuan (5149.5 million) in 
personal savings, Mr. Chen said. 

The government is trying to cut 
subsidies for bousing, food and 
other commodities that are bank- 
rupting the state coffers. 

The success of an austerity 
programme begun in late 1988 to 
curb inflation has encouraged it 
■to start dismantling the subsidies. 

Beijing raised state prices of 
grain and cooking oil in May, 


contributing to an 8.9 per cent 
increase in inflation in major 
cities. 

The state council, or cabinet, 
instructed 450 cities in a circular 
over the weekend to work out 
specific housing programmes, the 
China Daily newspaper said. 

Citizens should be encouraged 
to buy their own homes and the 
price should not be kept too low. 
it quoted Mr.Chen as saying. 

Private home ownership is in 
an embryonic stage in this com- 
munist nation, and only a small 
number of flats have been offered 
for sale in selected pilot areas. 


Bahrain considers 
listing foreign 
stock on its bourse 

MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — than 20 nationalities other than 
Bahrain, preparing for a long GCC entered Bahrain stock mar- 
promised development of its ket through the ABC stock in 
financial markets, is bolding dis- which dealings began last year, 
cossfon on a plan to list foreign Mr. Behzad said that the au- 


stock on its stock exchange, the thoritics were studying measures 
director has said. to increase trading of shares other 

S peak in g at a news conference than equities such as bonds and 
marking the second anniversary debentures, 
of the stock exchange, Mr. Fawzi He said that during the seven- 
Bchzad also announced that the month Gulf crisis, prices on the 
**AwaI” index will be issued by bourse dropped by 29 per cent 
the b eginning of July, emulating only while shares on international 
such indexes for shares and stock markets fell by 40-4S per cent, 
prices as tbe Dow Jones. Mr. Behzad said that negotia- 
nt . . - . _ . . , lions were made with Kuwait 

Briram Stock Exchange lead- ^ eachan!e for cob fctmg of 

cnwdl seek permission for Gulf ^ but * lans fcl | ^trough 
Coc^cranoo Council [GCCUea- beautse of a, Aug 2 Iraqi inva- 
™ . non- Arabs, to son of Kmrai , Contacts were 

own and trade sbar« tndrreoly ^ reneMd l0 reactivate the 
through mutual funds and other f 


trusts. Mr. Behzad said. 

“It is to the benefit of the 
coon try, the shareholders, and 


plans. 

He also said that similar con- 
tacts for cooperation with 
. . . Oman's stock exchange were 

the economy that we expand 

ownership of public companies to B^n Md Omii are the only 
tave others also as mj^tots tn <*■<- ^ have stocl! mar . 

nCatl ±552^1 k ' B Ku ™< tad bef0re thC 

A number of 30 companies are aisjs was |^ (n g slo.-ly 
hsted on the Bahrun bourse with reinvigorated after the crash 
toral tajmal tssued and paid, of of non . officia i Manakh 
914 million dinars (12.4 billion). ^ weigilt „f 594 

Shares of the Arab Banking billion in post-dated cheques. 
Corporation (ABC), the largest Tbe GCC groups Bahrain, 
of some 60 ofbhore banking units Oman, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
on the island, involve the only Qatar, and United Arab Emi- 
foreign stock allowed for local rates. Saudi Arabia allows limited 
trading on the Bahrain exchange, stock dealings through special 

Mr. Behzad said that more financial houses and banks. 


EC, EFTA clear 
obstacles to common 
market agreement 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — The 
European Community (EC) and 
EFTA reached an accord 
Wednesday removing obstacles 
to tbe setting up of a common 
market stretching from the Arctic 
to tbe Mediterranean, EC and 
EFTA officials said. 

“A political agreement is in 
existence covering all the prob- 
lems," Luxembourg Foreign 
Minister Jacques Poos told a 
news conference after a meeting 
of Community and EFTA (Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association) 
ministers. 

“We have reached an agree- 
ment, the negotiation s ar e 
crowned by success," chief EFTA 
negotiator, Austrian Economics 
Minister Wolfgang Schuessel. 
told tite news conference. 


Mr. Poos said it would not be 
possible to complete the accord 
on the so called European Econo- 
mic Area (EEA) in Salzburg next 
Tuesday, as originally hoped, be- 
cause some details remained to 
be settled. 

It would be finished by Aug. 1 
at the latest, he said. 

Both ministers said an accord 
had been possible because EFTA 
members Norway and Iceland 
conceded to a demand by the 
12-nation EC to allow Spanish 
fishing vessels rights in their wa- 
ters in return for more open 
markets. 

The EFTA also includes Au- 
stria. Finland, Sweden, Switzer- 
land and Liechtenstein. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO Tuesday’s strong GNP figure dimmed hopes for an 

interest rate cut. The Nikkei index lost 688.72 points to 20.996.75. 
its lowest dose since February 6. 

SYDNEY Australian shares rode out most of the falls in Tokyo 

but Volume was thin and the All-Ordinaries index dosed four 
pahits down at 1.519.1- 

HONG KONG — The market reopened after a' two-day holiday 
and came under pressure from Tokyo’s i slide. The Hang Seng 
index finished 13.02 points lower at 6.626.16. 

SIN GAPORE — Several Singapore Blue Chips came under 
pressure as prices fell over a broad front m moderate ttuduig- The 
Straits Times index lost 9.05 points to dose at 1,514.22. 

' BOMBAY — Widespread profit taking, triggered by repom of a 
^kfoludia’s Congress Party m selecting a loidtt. halted a 
two-day rally in share prices. The Bombay Stock Exchange mdex 
fen'9.75 points to 1.325.46. 


FRANKFURT — Shares drifted to dose at a three-week low in 
dun nervous trading. The DAX index fell 12.39 to 1,683.03. 

ZURICH — Shares dosed at the day's lows in lacklustre trading. 
Weak European markets and Wall Street's sharply lower opening 
pulled stocks down. Tbe SPl index fell seven to 1 .11 1.5- 

PARIS — The CAC 40 Blue Chip index finished below the 
psychological 1,000 level for the first time since April 30, taking 
its lead from slides on Wall Street and in Tokyo. It finished down 
32.44 at 1,790.19. 

LONDON — Prices dosed lower on what analysts said was 
concern over political and economic worries, notably a growing 
rift in the Conservative Party. The FTSE 100 index dosed down 
31.3 at 2,404.7. 

NEW YORK — Blue Chips moved off their morning lows at 
midday but remained sharply depressed. The Dow was down 30 at 
2,957. 



Greenspan sees no measurable 
upward thrust in U.S. economy 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Recent 
economic data indicate the eco- 
nomy has bis bottom but any 
renewed expansion so far is too 
small to measure. Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) Chairman Alan 
Greenspan said Tuesday. 

Mr. Greenspan, testifying be- 
fore the House of Representa- 
tives’ Ways and Means Commit- 
tee, said statistics “over the last 
several weeks strongly suggested 
that the bottom is somewhere in 
the second quarter," ending June 
30. 

However, he added, '“we see 


no measurable upward thrust" 
and said employment is likely to 
remain sluggish for a while even 
when recovery begins. 

“It’s a matter of a few months 
at most" between the time recov- 
ery begins and the jobless situa- 
tion shows significant improve- 
ment, Mr. Greenspan said. 

He refused to be more specific 
about when he expects the eco- 
nomy to resume growing and the 
unemployment rate to drop. But 
the number of jobless workers 
who exhaust unemployment be- 
nefits "should start to become 


be 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining, kitchen, batnroom 
with centra! heating, telephone, separate entrance, gar- 
den. 

Location: Shmeisani. near the Yugoslav Embassy. 

Call to}. 661658 


less onerous relatively soon,’ 
said. 

The recession began in July, 
ending a record eight-year peace- 
time economic expansion. Recent 
signs of a rebound include a 
decline in new claims for unem- 
ployment insurance and increases 
in May in retail sales and indust- 
rial production. 

The Commerce Department 
said Tuesday that housing starts 
in May edged up 0.1 per cent, the 
third increase in four months. 
Builders started construction on 
new homes and apartments at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 
982.000 units. Analysts said the 
report confirmed their view that 
tbe bousing recovery would be 
slower than normal. 

Mr. Greenspan appeared be- 
fore the House panel to discuss 
improving the ability of the Un- 
ited States to compete with other 



Atlas Hall — near A! Ra’i newspaper — * 
University Street 
FOR SALE 

Discoumf 10% to 50% 

Ladies and girts shoes. 

Time 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED ROOF 
“PRIVATE RESIDENCE” FOR RENT 

3 big bedrooms, living room, salon, big German style kitchen, 3 
bathrooms, big terrace, new furniture, in two-storey building. 

Located near the Baptist School in Shmeisani. 

PIS. call “810464" 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Good location in Shmeisani. Complete privacy. One 
storey building, area 320 m 2 (3440 ft 2 ), three bedrooms. 
2 Vfe bathrooms, lounge, dining, two family rooms, spa- 
cious kitchen, wall to wall carpets, built-in closets, wall 
paper, central heating, telephone, parking and garden. 

Furnishing possible and negotiable. 

Interested expatriates please call landlord 09- 
911211 ext 2805 between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. 


Alan Greenspan 

nations. The top priority should 
be to increase savings and invest- 
ment and to cut the budget de- 
ficit, he said. 

His remarks on the economy 
were much the sapie as comments 
he made two weeks ago at an 
international conference of cen- 
tral bankers in Osaka. Japan. The 
Fed chairman said then that re- 
cent data indicated the economy 
was "moving toward first stability 
and some recovery" bur that it 
was "not yet at the point" where 
it was clearly in an upswing. 


TO LET 

Two bedroom furnished flat with telephone, garden and 
carport Located near Fourth Circle of Jabal Amman. 

For enquiries call 678376. 
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Tidbits about the new team 


By Mamdouh Hawamdeh 


PRIME MINISTER Taher Masri 
formed the Cabinet on Wednes- 
day ar 3 p.m. following two days 
of continuous negotiations and 
deliberations with various politic- 
al groups and individuals in the 
country. 

— Mr. Masri became Jordan's 
29th prime minister since the 
formation of the first cabinet 
headed by Rashid Tlaieh on April 
11. 1921. 

— The new Cabinet includes 
six ministers from the previous 
government of Mudar Badran — 
Base! Jardaneh, who remained 
finance minister. Ziad Fariz. 
planning minister, formerly 
minister of trade and industry. 
Dr. Khaled Al Karaki. formerly 
minister of culture combined 
both ministries of information 
and culture. Abdul Karim Al 
Dughmi, became minister of state 
and kept the labour ministry. 
Thabet Al Taher remained minis- 
ter of energy and mineral re- 
sources. Saed Hael Srour became 
minister of public works _and_ 
housing, formerly being minister 
of water, supplies and irrigation. 
— 12 members of the new- 
Cabinet have become ministers 
for the first time: — Ali Abu 
Ragheb. Mohammed Fares 
Tarawneh. Mamdouh Abadi. 
Jawdat Al Sboul, Dr. Awni 
Bashir. Saleh Ersheidat. Abdul 
SaJam Freihat. Salim Al Zoubi. 
Jamal Al Khreisha. Tayseer Ka- 
naan. Samir Kawar. Dr Subhi Al 


Qassem- — The new Cabinet, 
just like the former, include 25 
ministers. — Six members of the 
new Cabinet had been ministers 
in former cabinets: — Ali 
Sheimat. Raef Nijem. Dr. Abdul- 
lah Ensour. Dr. Mohammed 
Hamouri. Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Dr Eid Dheiyat, — The new 
Cabinet will convene its first ses- 
sion at noon today. — In addition 
to Mr. Masri, the new team in- 
cludes ten deputies: Ensour. 
Dughmi, Kabariti, Tarawneh. 
Freihat. Khreisha, bashir. Zoubi. 
Kawar. — Six members of the 25 
ministers hold PhDs; Nsour. 
Fariz, Dheiyat. Qassem. — Six 
members of the new Cabinet are 
engineers: Sheimat. Nijem. Abu 
Ragheb. Ersheidat. Taher and 
Srour. — There are four minis- 
ters of state in the new Cabinet — 
Dughmi. Tarawneh. freihat. 
Khreisha. The four are deputies. 
— Dr. Dheiyat is expected to 
resign his post as president of 
Ahliyeh University to assume the 
portfolio of education. Dughmi 
remains the youngest minister. 
He is 35 years-old. — Dr. Abdul- 
”lah Ensour and Ali Abu Ragheb 
were both out of the country at 
the time of the swear-in. Mr. Abu 
Ragheb returned from Switzer- 
land last night and Dr. Ensour is 
expected back soon. — The most 
prominent post vacated as a re- 
sult of the new appointments is 
the mayor of Amman, which had 
been occupied for nearly two 
years by Mr. Ali Sheimat. the 
new deputy prime minister. 
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Abdul Karim AJ Dughmi 


Abdullah Ensour 





Subhi Al Qassem 


Ali Abu Ragheb 


Masri’s formation of cabinet helps proposal 


(Continued from page I) 


In his letter of appointment to 
Mr. Masri, His Majesty King 
Hussein indicated that Jordan 
will maintain a flexible posirtion 
towards various peace proposals 
but pledged not to compromise 
Jerusalem. 

According to well-informed 
sources, neither Jordan nor the 
PLO expea Israel to make se- 
rious shift in its uncompromising 
position, but are both keen on 
maintaining Jordanian- 
Palestinian unity. 

The exclusion of the Muslim 


Brotherhood from the cabinet, by 
securing a coalition of ali other 
trends and independent Islamists 
in parliament and outside, is also 
expected to be a factor that might 
help bring closer coordination be- 
tween the PLO and Jordan — as 
the two seem to be keen on 
containing the influence of the 
Brotherhood in Jordan and 
Hamas in the occupied territor- 
ies. 


the peace process as a weapon 
against it both in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories and here. 

Although Jordanian analysis 
do not beleive that the Brother- 
hood will opt for a direct con- 
frontation with the new govern- 
ment over the peace process, they 
expea it to widely use the issue to 
undercut the popular support for 
the cabinet and the parties which 
have backed it. 


The Muslim Brotherhood, and 
its Palestinian and military wing 
which is Hamas, has repeatedly 
used the PLO's commitment to 


The analysts expect that the 
Brotherhood will try to prove its 
influence mainly in the camps. 


especially those which houses the 
Palestinian refugees of 1948 capi- 
talising on the movements call for 
the liberation of the whole of 
Palestine. 

“The competition between the 
new government and the Muslim 
Brotherhood will be a test for the 
Brotherhood, the cabinet, the 
PLO and the commitment to a 
peaceful solution." said one 
analyst. "But in all cases the 
Brotherhood movement has to be 
able to come out with viable and 
feasible alternative." the analyst 
added. 


Badran, in resignation letter, says programme went well 


(Continued from page 1) 
based on the principles of freedom, 
justice and the supremacy of the law. 
My government has sought, with your 
backing and support, to implement its 
programmes in close cooperation 
with the Lower and Upper Houses of 
Parliament, and has succeeded in 
faying down the principles of popular 
participation in government, which in 
turn enhanced the image of democra- 
cy. The government had worked in an 
atmosphere of tolerance and con- 
structive dialogue with relentless and 
determined effort to confront chal- 
lenges and achieve further progress 
and development and reform in Jor- 


dan. 


The government has worked in 
total commitment to the constitution 
in letter and spirit and striven to 
create an atmosphere of freedom in 
political, informational and political 
fields. 

Despite the fact that our experi- 
ment in democracy was soil young 
and regardless of the hardships that 
we encountered in its concept and 
application and despite the internal 
and externa] challenges facing the 
country, my government succeeded in 
implementing its programmes in the 
economic, social and political fields. 

Your Majesty. 


Thanks to your leadership, Jordan 
has succeeded in overcoming one of 
the most dangerous crises: and the 
Kingdom succeeded in standing firm 
in the face of difficulties and was able 
to pursue the course of construction 
in a manner exceeding all expecta- 
tions. My government had the honour 
to shoulder this burden under, very 
difficult circumstances and was able 
to safeguard Jordan's credibility and 
to overcome economic and soda] 
difficulties stemming from the Gulf 
crisis. 

Now that Jordan has accomplished 
this distinguished stage in the march 
towards democracy and is entering a 


new phase which Your Majesty had 
blessed with the endorsement of the 
National Charier by the national con- 
gress... a charter that represents the 
aspirations of the coming stage, I am 
honoured to submit to Your Majesty 
the resignation of my government to 
open the way for another team to 
shoulder this responsibility. 

I seize this opportunity to present 
to Your Majesty, in my name and on 
behalf of my colleagues the ministers, 
the true feelings of loyalty and appre- 
ciation and gratitude for your confi- 
dence in the government and for your- 
continued support during its man- 
date. 


Premier found his way through maze 


(Continued from page It 


was tantamount to a coup d'etat 
in Jordanian conterporary poli- 
tics. 

Muslim Brotherhood minis- 
ters, who had portfolios in such 
ministries as education and social 
development, had implemented 
controversial decisions which 
were mostly related to segrega- 
tion of sexes in schools and public 
insitutions. 

The inclusion of five members 
of JANDA and the appointment 
of Saleem Zoubi, an ultra 
nationalist member of parlia- 
ment. has, as one observer put it, 
“changed the face of the Jorda- 
nian government.'* 

“The political elements in the 
Masri government are pro- 
establishment liberals with a 
heavy twist of pan-Arab and lef- 
tist trends, in comparison to the 
last Badran government which 
was pro-establishment with a 


noted presence of conservatives 
and Muslim fundamentalism," 
said the observer. 

Two members of the indepen- 
dent, 7-man Islamist bloc in Par- 
liament were included in the gov- 
ernment, in agreement with their 
coalition colleagues, and one 
other independent Islamist was 
appointed as minister of Islamic 

affairs. 

“Our membership in this gov- 
ernment is in agreement with the 
other members of our parliamen- 
tary bloc,” newly-appointed 
Minister of Social Development 
Awni Bashir told the Jordan 
Times. 

At least six members of the 
new cabinet are considered by 
observers to be technocrats. They 
include Minister of Education 
Eid Dheiyat, Minister of Finance 
Basel Jardanab, Minister of Plan- 
ning Ziad Fareez, Minister of 
Energy and .Mineral Resources 
Thabet A! Taber, Minister of 


Agriculture Subhi Qassem and 
Minuter of Justice Tayseer Ka- 
naan. 

While independent Islamists 
took three portfolios, -which in- 
clude the Ministry of Islamic 
Affairs (Raef Nijem), Ministry of 
Parliamentary Affairs (Abdul 
Sal am Freihat) and Ministry of 
Social Development (Awni Al 
Bashir), members of the prime 
minister's own parliamentary 
group, the National Bloc, took 
four cabinet posts. 

The four are Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Nsour, Minister of 
Toursim and Antiquities Abdul 
Karim Kaberiti, Minister of Pub- 
lic Works and Housing Hael 
Srour and Minister of Water and 
Public Works Samir Kawar. 

Members of JANDA which 
have been sworn in as members 
of the new government include 
two members of the seven-man 
Democratic Bloc in parliament 
-which represents the coalition in 


the Lower House. 

Deputy Mohammad Faris 
Tarawneh was sworn in as minis- 
ter of state, while fellow Demo- 
cratic Bloc deputy Abdul Karim 
Al Dughmi was reappointed as 
minister of labour and also as 
minister of state. Three of JAN- 
DA's founding members were 
also appointed. They are: Ali 
Abu Ragheb (Minister of trade, 
industry and supply). Dr. Mam- 
douh Abbadi (minister of health) 
and Dr. Saleh Irsheidat (minister 
of youth). 


Other appointed ministers in- 
clude an independent, Moham- 
mad Hamouri, who became 
minister of higher education; 
Khaled Al Karaki, an indepen- 
dent leftlist who was appointed as 
minister of information; Jawadat 
Sboul, an independent long- 
serving government official, who 
was appointed as minister of in- 
terior. 


Soviets retain sense of humour 


By Alan Cooperman 

The Associated Press 


MOSCOW — As the Soviet eco-‘ 
nomy crumbles, shortages get 
worse and people join lines with- 
out even knowing what they're 
for, one thing remains plentiful: 
Political humour. 

Telling jokes about Kremlin 
leaders used to be subversive, but 
under glasnost. the sharper the 
quip the better. 

One comedian defined glasnost 
as "a time when anything can 
come out of your mouth, but 
you’ve got nothing to pot into it.” 

Soviet law makes it a crime to- 
insult the “honour and dignity” 
of the president, but comedians 
mock Mikhail Gorbachev with 
impunity, their derision waxing as 
his popularity wanes. 


On May 13, the new Russian 
television channel’s first night of 
broadcasting, millions watched 
comedians subject Gorbachev 
and his chief rival, Boris Yeltsin, 
to scathing imitations and one- 
liners. 

In one skit, satirist Anatoly 
Trushkui mocked Gorbachev's 
provincial accent, deliberately 
mispronouncing words as be pre- 
tended to lead die National Con- 
gress of People’s Deputies in a 
discussion of whether to start 
work or take a break. 

Gorbachev is the butt of the 
most popular joke of his six years 
as Soviet leader. 

A man fed op with waiting in 
the vodka fine announces he is 
going to kill Gorbachev. He 
storms away and returns an hour 
later. 


“So did you kill him?” some- 
one asks. 

“No. That line was even longer 
than this one.” 

In another joke going around 
Moscow, Gorbachev takes his 
grandson to the kremlin for all 
the top officials to admire. 

“He’s going to be a general, 
you can tel] by the way be stamps 
his feet,” Defence Minister Dmit- 
ri Yazov says. 

“No,No, he’s going to be a 
banker,” says Primier Valentin 
Pavlov. •'You can tell by the way 
be grabs with his hands.” 

“You’re both wrong," Gor- 
bachev says. “He’s going to be 
president, you can tell by the way 
he's fouled his diapers and keeps 
oo smiling. ” 

As soaring inflation makes die 
ruble nearly worthless, jokes 


circulate about the lengths to 
which Soviets will go for Western 
currency. 

At a meeting of a workers' 
collective, the chairman upbraids 
a pretty young woman. 

“You come from a decent 
family, you have a good educa- 
tion, you were always a good 
worker,” he says. “How is it you 
became a, hard-currency prosti- 
tute?” “Just lucky, I guess,” she 
replies. 


As one story puts it: “There 
are two possible ways perestroika 
can succeed, one realistic and the 
other pure fantasy. The realistic 
possibility is that extraterrestrials 
wfll land in a spaceship and help 
us. The fantasy is that well help 
ourselves.’’ 


King outlines objectives 


(Cou tinned from page 1) 


country safe from any loss of 
freedom, dignity, nationality or 
citizenship... if not for this 
fraternity, of which we are proud, 
and for which we care, we should 
be like others, without dignity, 
without honour, without a sense 
of belonging, without even the 
ability to st^nd together in the face 
of difficulties, putting our faith in 
God first, and in ourselves 
second, to build our nation, and 
hold our heads high in dignity and 
pride.” 

Reaffirming Jordan's quest for 
a just and comprehensive solu- 
tion of the Palestinian problem, 
the King said in his letter that 
"we seek a peace that safeguards 
our rights and which secures a life 
in freedom and dignity for our 
future generations.” 

The King outlined the govern- 
ment's objectives as: 

— Enacting or amending new 
legislation towards enhancing 
democracy and political pluralism 
guided by the National Charter; 
— Deepening national unity: 
— Transforming institutions 
into democratic establishments 
and teaching democracy as a way 
of life; 

— Correcting Jordan's econo- 
mic imbalances as a top priority: 
— Working towards achieving 
comprehensive socio-economic 
development; 

— Implementing effective agri- 
culture and wwrer policies; 

— Developing tourism; 

— Updating the judicial system 
and improving court procedures; 

— Developing education from 
the basic levels; 

— Improving higher education: 
— Nurturing the concept of 
dialogue, away from libel, slan- 
der and intellectual and psycholo- 
gical terrorism, through the 
press, mosques and schools; and 


— Protecting the environment. 

In addition, the King also cal- 
led on the government to seek 
Arab reconciliation. “We believe 
that the starting point must be 
activating the Arab League and 
its agencies in a spirit of coopera- 
tion and common awareness that 
no one has an alternative but to 
rapprochement and reconcilia- 
tion if our states are to live, 
individually or collectively, in 
dignity on our Arab soil,” the 
King said. 

The government should in- 
teract with the international 
changes and “open up to the 
world in a spirit of cooperation 
and in accordancz with the princi- 
ples of mutnal respect and 
mutually beneficial exchange," 
the King continued. 

The Monarch reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s commitment to a negoti- 
ated solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Palestinian prob- 
lem on the basis of the principle 
of territory in exchange for peace 
and U.N. Security Council Re- 
solutions 242 and 338- “We shall 
remain open and ready to cooper- 
ate with all international efforts 
to resolve the conflict peacefully 
and we shall continue our dia- 
logue and diplomatic efforts with 
all governments and effective 
forces to apply international legi- 
timacy to die Palestinian prob- 
lem." 

The King also revealed a deci- 
sion to update and modernise 
Jordan’s armed forces “emphasis- 
ing quality and balance rather 
than quantity.” 

Entrusting the government also 
with the task of developing the 
security forces, the King empha- 
sised that the people should abide 
by the law and respect it rather 
than fear it while the security 
forces protect die law. 

(See full text of the King’s letter 
on page 4) 


Cabinet sworn in 


(Continued from page I) 


Brotherhood from the new 
cabinet, the palace and the new 
prime minister were basically 
drawing on Algeria's recent ex- 
perience with the fundamental- 
ists,” a former minister said. 
“The message is clear in that 
Jordan will not tolerate that kind 
of violence and experience, and 
whoever does not want to play by 
the rules can ignore them at his 
own peril,” he added. “But the 
latest moves might have also been 
necissitated by the crystallisation 
of a new approach to the Palesti- 
nian problem by Jordan.” 

The formation of the govern- 
ment in this shape and orienta- 
tion signals a “new turn” towards 
political future for the country 
based on a liberal democracy 
which would allow for realism, 
openness and progress while 
keeping an eye on developments 
in the Arab and international 
arenas, according to the obser- 
vers and analysts who were inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
yesterday. They agreed that the 
“new blood” represented by the 
new cabinet is probably up re- 
ceded ted since the late Sharif 
Abul Hamid Sfaaraf formed his 
cabinet in December 1979. 


ment letter as a “meticulous and 
specific document which outlines 
the King's thinking on internal, 
regional and international poli- 
cies.” 

“It is unusual in that it was very 
specific and gave a precedent in 
that it was a civilised step in the 
right direction,” he added. 

The King's message in his 
appointment letter. Dr. Abu Ja- 
ber said, is very clean Open the 
windows and doors to every idea 
there is.” 

Mr. Hikmat said chat the im- 
portance of the appointment let- 
ter “was even more significant 
than the appointment of a new 
government because it was pre- 
cise in defining Jordanian politic- 
al activity for now and in the 
future.” 

“The choice was democracy 
which is based on a coalition of a 
number of parties which belong 
to the centre, left-of-centre and 
right-of-centre,” Mr. Hikmat 
said. 


“The King's appointment letter 
to Mr. Masri is a most important 
event in a decade of politics,” 
said Taher Hikmat a former 
minister. “It is a document that 
sets forth very clear and specific 
guideliness for Jordan’s political 
future,” Mr. Hikmat added. 

He said that “in over a decade 
there has not been a change of 
personalities or even attitudes as 
this. What has taken place could 
mean a new course for the coun- 
try. and a future premised on a 
liberal democracy that is open 
and realistic.” 


“If this government is able to 
bold out and implement the 
King’s vision and programme it 
will draw the political map for 
long years to come. The stage is 
set for breaking the old taboos on 
procedures and to concentrate on 
strategy.” 


“Institutionalising this choice, 
in my opinion, will allow for the 
picking of the fruits of the demo- 
cratic experiment without suffer- 
ing from its negative aspects," he 
said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber pointed to tiie 
make-up of Mr. Masri’s adminis- 
tration as a “very good govern- 
ment of centrists and national- 
ists.” 

“One of the best things about it 
is that it brings in new blood and 
new feces. It can create an atmos- 
phere of new ideas and debate.” 

But, be said, it maintained its 
traditional positive mix of 
“Jordanians and Palestinians, 
north and south and the parlia- 
ment . ” 

With this new vision and new 
blood, analysts said, it becomes 
obvious that the mission of Mr. 
Masri’s government is not to 
“sign a peace agreement” with 
Israel as was claimed by the 
Brotherhood movement but to 
maintain Jordan's principled 
position towards the Middle East 
problem. 


The credit for this change, 
analysts say. can only be attri- 
buted to the King's “courage" in 
opening the doors for a modern 
state which' would stress the be- 
nefits of internal unity and draws 
the red lines beyond which Jor- 
dan would not extend itself. 


“The King took a historic deci- 
sion. He looked at the vacuum in 
which Jordanian politicians have 
been operating aimlessly for 
years and derided to provide 
them with a vision for Jordan in 
the future,’’ a former minister 
who is now a member of parlia- 
ment said. 9*The change in gov- 
ernment and the new outlook the 
King outlined yesterday are mas- 
terstrokes that Jordanians should 
be proud of.” 

Kamel Abu Jaber, a political'' 
analyst and former minister, 
pointed to the King’s appoint- 


The mam task of this govern- 
ment, other analysts insist, is to 
allow a new liberal attitude to 
take control of official thinking in 
a manner which would encourage 
innovativeness and creativity in 
dealing with Jordan’s internal 
problems and help it along the 
path of democracy. 

Jordanian politicians and de- 
puties interviewed yesterday 
generally agreed that the transla- 
tion of die elements embodied in 
die King's appointment letter 
would require the government to 
“take example from the King's 
courage in opening the doors, 
lighting the way for a modern 
state.” 


Mr. Hikmat said “the King has 
provided the government with a 
work programme, if God gives it 
strength its achievements will be 
-great.” This may well be a new 

pra for Tnivlan ” 


King warmly thanks Badrnz 


(Continued from page 1) 


one who believes in fee will of God. 
One who understands his responsibi- 
lities and is instetam to remain w&at 
he has always been in bis 
ability to withstand, his faith and 
integrity. 

We have always known that it was 
not easy for a prime minister to stand 
in front of a Lower House of Parlia- 
ment that was elected by around 40 
per cent of die people only. Some of 
whom have never practised primes 
before and some of whom were not 
allowed because of die newness of the 
experience to be aware of its extent or 
be totally knowjedgabte of it. some of 
them came to the dome of the House 
of Parliament with a vote for a candi- - 
date; some others came to this dome 
with the votes of several candkfates 
according to election constituencies 
determined by the law and such an 
issue now requires from ns an aware' 
stand to study and amend so we 
would be able to mend- a loophole 
here and dose another there since 
now we are aO, citizens and officials, 
are aware that while it is important to 
maintain existing quotas between the 
different govemorates ft is afro neces- 
sary to study what dividing consti- 
tuencies holds within its Folds, so that 
the voter, who is the essence, mm and 
medium of democracy, would not he 
put in front one of two choices with- 
out alternative and where the voter is 
forced by law to deal with one of 
those two chokes even if it (fid not 
agree with his opinion, direction or 
derision. If we are succesfiil in deal- 
ing with this issue we would be able to 
allow our voter, woman or man, the 
choke to choose one camfidate, in his 
position or efforts and choice, is the 
more representative of the voters 
opinion and ideology. 

There are also other issues which 
need study and correction: Family 
registration book, voter card and die 
duty of a voter to give his vote oat of 
bis position, his affiliation and nation- 
al responsibility which be should not 
be allowed to forgo or be hestiant in 
carrying. The difficult circumstances 
which have prevented us from con- 
tinuing our democratic march, until it 
took off in 1989. have led, among 
other things, to many loopholes we 
find the time has come to. deal with 
and stop their continuity and their 
repercussions on this march. The 
great majority of the people, and 
because of what we have indication, 
did not realise the importance of 
exercising their role as a foundation 
and a medium and aim of democracy. 

Our lack of material wealth and the 
repercussions of our position, geog- 
raphically and politically, in confront- 
ing Israel, whidi is supported by the 
means of power and which is planning 
its expansionism, did not prevent us 
in this country, both Muhajreen and 
Ansaar (Palestinians and Jordanians) 
from acquiring psychological wealth 
which is a source of honour and pride 
to every one of us. If others had 
decided to pride themselves and boast 
of what they were not able to acquire 
with their own hands and energies, 
then we have the right to be proud 


and boast of our cktuocr%£'Bj3ii 
which is the product of 
all our people, ftwn tfietngba i^ji 
of responsibility vto cv ^ r Y;-5?*3 

wherever he or she is. : s.-’i 
The time has cone 'to. sceji 
suffering from the lads Of resting 
and what we . have succeeded? 
"achieving with otir minds a nd apgg: 
an honoured fortune which caiman 
bought with money or be sc$£S£ 

"an. 

perhaps, my hothcr.yoo 
of the few; who were oritesg yes 
difficult situation which has brohg 
suffering from brothers and frief: 
which canao< be property express 
or foigotten. ' „ 

We continued . to be^MBKjn 
though our brothers-- tad sought 
to sever- or reinstate their so 
port for us. Our people and oar arc 
have always -remained on the fro 
line often lackkig m . our needs 
handy able to provide for oursebn 
But armed with all their, frith' tb 
kept their heads high wkh thrir han 
bolding strong on bqth triggers as 
the shovels. White the pressnres on 
continued but the bargaining did a 
mfce from us and neither were tern 
tattoos capable of changing anythi 

tn us. • ‘ --- 

You, my brother were, from the 
who shared the suffering with us ai 
covered wbai we covered; of painai 
agitation from those who oonc* 
what we concealed of-theinjiistHe 
relatives andiafcdifay of friends. .V 
continued the march together 0 livi 
Jin hope and never bmg^ruDg dset 
grain of earth nor a part of aright i 
national- principle .of geoeriti-ar 
intetsL ' "" 

While some of our brahera-cuvi 
us and were disturbed by the sdenc 
medical, knowledge Mid agneufta 
nroouments and vrfntt we achieved 
development inspire of bck of-fare 
resonrees and aid tied tocoaoessfo 

— God is witness thar we uev 
envied a brother for wharhe has • 
we never wished our ! brother* an 
thing taitaflgoodnMMdpwperh 
They know as we do wbatptessur 
we were under and what all the-cri 
that -hit o ur economy and what th 
produced in debt. 

"This wotrid pot have happened 
what has been promised was de 
vered. If the rid aBocared to os' bf i 
arab decision was ftrifilledr -f 
Under all these difficult arenra 
ances we had green you” the respon 
bility of premiership and you, were i 
to that responsibility. . . • 

’ You confronted your duties* 
fulfilled what is required of you. 

From aD Jordanians we give you, 
the appreciation and pride. . 

As l accept the reagnatfoc i of yfr 
government I pray God to proft 
you, give you faappmesxmid saett 
in all your endeavours while we a 
sure that you will continue to *' 
among the leaden of faithful ritize 
and those working towards the bufl 
ing of Jordan and serving die nut* 
and die state wherever, you are. 

God bless you and we are happy 
impart to you our royal wish to gra 
you the Al Nabda Decoration of tl 
Fust Order. 


Curbing Mideast 
arms a tough task 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA — U.S. President 
George Bush feces a tough 
battle in his campaign to curb 
arms sales to the Middle East 
in the wake of the Golf war. 

Middle Eastern countries, 
rife with political rivalries after 
a seme of wars and revolutions 
since 1945, are reluctant to 
accept anus control while they 
perceive themselves to be 
threatened. 

The Golf war triggered a 
stampede for the high-tech 
weapons the U.S.-led allies 
used in the Gulf war. 

“The use of massive fire- 
power by coalition forces in 
expected to lead to a rapid 
proliferation of these weapons 
in die Middle East,” said Paul 
Rogers, a defence specialist at 
Bradford University in Eng- 
land. 

The Gulf states — led by 
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait and Iran — 
are rushing to expand their 
armories. 


The Saudis, embarrassed 
they did not have the ability to 
defend themselves against Iraq 
despite spending billions of 
dollars on advanced weaponry 
over the past decade, .plan to 
triple their military to as many 
as 200,000 men. 

They have a S14 billion 
shopping list for new weapons, 
mainly from die United States. 
It includes 235 M1A1 main 
battle tanks, 100 AH-64 
Apache attack helicopters, 24 
F-15F fighters and early-warn- 
ing radar and tanker planes. 

Israel, Egypt and Syria are 
buying or developing more 
sophisticated weapons systems 
for their arsenals. 

The Syrians, who feel ex- 
posed to Israel’s might follow- 
ing die devastation of Iraq’s 
military machine, are reported 
to be seeking North Korean 
and Chinese missies. That in 
turn makes Israel edgy. 

The Jewish state, with the 
region’s most advanced arms 
industry, is pressing ahead with 
development of its Arrow anti- 
missile — with U.S. funding. 


The five major arms prodm 
ers — the Unites States, th 
Soveit Union, China, Britai 
and France, who also Jhappe 
to be the five permanent men 
bere of the United Nathn 
Security Council — are e: 
peered to meet in Paris ne: 
month to discuss limitin g am 
sales to the Middle East 

But even if they reach agre 
ment, there is little prospa 
that Middle Eastern states wi 
accept controls while the Aral 
Israeli conflict remains turn 
solved. 

U.S. efforts since the Gu 
war to revive the peace proca 
have met with little success an 
there appears to be little pro 
pect of a breakthrough in 
conflict that has defied resoli 
Cion for 43 yearn. 

“Unless die United Slab 
concentrates first on resotvin 
the conflict over Palestine, i 
ideas on regional disarmamei 
are liable to be stillborn,” sai 
veteran Middle East anaW 
Charles Snow. 

“If the Americans are thiwl 
mg of voluntary arms reducth 
before the Arab-Israefi confli 
has been resolved, they are . 
putting the cart before fcfc 
horse,” Mr. Snow wrote in tfc 
respected Middle East Eooxh 
tnic Survey. 

Moves towards arms contra 
are also likely to be impede 
by weapons manufacture! 
who are faced with major cu 
feicks in defence spending wh 
the end of the cold war an 
hungry for orders. 

“U.S. defence contract©! 
are arguing that their surviw 
is increasingly dependent o 
tnaxnmsmg arms exports ’’ M 
Rogers said. 

Ouna, the Soviet Union an 

otiier countries with bi 
weapons industries are undi 
pressure to maintain mxtitai 

• SSS h“d e £^ por:ad 

•Hie world’s 10 major am 

iSdL*^ 

61 per cent « 

The Americans, Soviet! 
Omiese British and Franc 
ajone sold arms worth 
Mbon m that period. 



Premier pledges to work for democracy, peace and progress 


Your Majesty. 

The principles, fun- 
damental*. and national 
objectives defined in Your 
Majesty's letter of appoint- 
ment are the landmarks from 
which ray colleagues and I will 
be honoured to seek gui- 
dance. Foremost among them 
is the emphasis on national 
unity, the backbone of this 
country, the essence of its 
fortitude, and its protective 
shield. The Jordanian people 
have proved their faith in 
nalionwl unity, on which they 
relied during the difficult 
crises, the most recent of 
which was the Gulf crisis. The 
people of Jordan put rheir 
trust in it as they made their 
tenacious stand in the face of 
the winds that blew- in the 
region, and again when they 
consolidated their national 
structure. This government 
will remain committed to safe- 
guarding national unity, and 
to do all that this task will 
require, with diligence, deter- 
mination. and firmness in con- 
fronting any attempts to 
undermine it. 

v/e are committed to keep- 
ing Jordan a country where 
human rights are respected, 
whose people are open to the 
world, and whose progress 
bears the marks of its heritage 
of benevolence and nobility... 
A country that seeks to secure 
its common interests on a 
basis of mutual respect, so 


that it can remain a beacon of 
sight and a model of the state 
of institutions and taw, a mod- 
el of the power of the people 
whch is derived from the dis- 
tinctiveness of its individual* 
and their organisation in mod- 
ern progressive systems that 
offer a conducive atmosphere 
for contribution and inven- 
tiveness. 

My colleagues and I will be 
honoured to bear the respon- 
sibility with which you have 
entrusted us. and we assert 
that we shall strive to com- 
plete the requisite* of the na- 
tion’s fortitude through its 
self-reliance and its stand with 
our brother* who struggle for 
the freedom of the nation, its 
dignify and unity, who reject 
division and scatter, and who 
work to bury old feuds and 
conflicts. We in Jordan, have 
set the best example of 
fraternity on the basis of be- 
longing to the country and this 
nation. We are proud of this 
achievement and we seek to 
enhance it. drawing strength 
from Your Majesty, which 
will enable us 10 tell the truth 
and defend it. Based on this, 
we seek a just peace based on 
the truth. We bear no vindic- 
tiveness, and we stress the 
necessity to restore unity to 
the Arab stand, after the Gulf 
crisis shook Arab solidarity to 
its foundations. Jordan and 
some of our brothers called 
for wn Arab solution to ihe 
crisis to ward off the spectres 
of foreign intervention and 


intcT'Arab fighting. That 
position was nut biased in 
favour of one party against 
another. It was dictated by a 
penetrating insight of ihe 
dangerous development and 
their consequences. As a re- 
sult. Jordan was suhjected to 
severe suffering both political- 
ly and economically, and 
sought refuge in the deep faith 
which its people had in the 
soundness of the Jordanian 
position and the correctness 
of its nationalistic approach, 
which Your Majesty personi- 
fied by your courageous and 
honourable stand from the 
first montent. 

Therefore, wc extend our 
hand in sincerity to our Arab 
brethren, and we invite them 
to study building a new Arab 
order in which the Arab peo- 
ples enjoy their full right to 
freedom and democracy, to 
start the process of com- 
plementarity and unity and to 
strive to bring this hope to 
reality. This would restore 
Arab solidarity onto unshake- 
able foundations and result in 
outcomes beneficial to the 
Arab nation which must live 
up to its historic role in de- 
fending freedom, justice, and 
human dignity. 

The Arab region swims in a 
sea of international political 
activity which aims at bringing 
peace to the Middle East. 
Jordan, by virtue of its his- 
tory, location, and connection 
to the land of Isra'a and 
Mi'raj (Mohammad's noctur- 


nal journey to Jerusalem and 
ascension to heaven), is a 
party to these moves. Jordan’s 
participation aims to achieve a 
comprehensive and just peace 
in (he region, based on inter- 
national legitimacy, as embo- 
died in the United Nation:, 
resolutions that cull for 
Israel’s withdrawal from the 
occupied A rah territories, includ- 
ing holy Jerusalem. I 

Through Jordan's faith in 
Arab solidarity, it will strive 
to coordinate its position with 
its Arab brothers in these 
political moves which Israel 
faces with intransigence, and 
to which it reacts by exprop- 
riating mure Palestinian 
lands, building settlements, 
and rejecting international 
will and legitimacy. Jordan 
will also continue its efforts to 
lift the yoke of occupation off 
the Arab and Palestinian ter- 
ritories. and to ensure that (he 
Palestinian people gain their 
legitimate rights, foremost 
among them their rich! to 
self-determination, so that a 
comprehensive and just peace 
can prevail in the Middle « 
East, and all slates and peo- 
ples can turn to building a 
better future. 

As for our brothers across 
the river, vve say to them that 
ihe bonds of kinship and 
blood, and the deep historic 
links will continue to pull us 
towards them, and to assert 
our determination to struggle 
for their liberation from 
occupation and injustice. Our 


stand by them and our con- 
tinued readiness to support 
them by all means, on the 
local, regional, and interna- 
tional levels, attests to these 
links that extend in purity to 
the depths of our conscience. 

Your Majesty. 

On the domestic level, my 
government writ adopr the 
concepts and outlooks stated 
in the National Charter and in 
Your Majesty’s letter of 
appointment, and the objec- 
tives which you defined for 
national development in agri- 
culture. tourism, and con- 
servation of the environment. 
Therefore, the government 
will begin implementing poli- 
tical pluralism by seeking to 
enact legislation on the com- 
pletion of the democratic pro- 
cess in accordance with the 
Constitution, guided by your 
histone address delivered af- 
ter the ratification of the. 
National Charter, guaran- 
teeing the higher national in- 
terest. consolidating the bases 
of the democratic process, de- 
veloping its institutions 
through mutual respect, hon- 
est competition, and high- 
lighting the positive role of 
political groupings, so that 
they can bear their responsibi- 
lities in this phase. 

As for development, the 
basic challenge lies in making 
steady progress towards self- 
reliance. This highlights the 
need to reorient ourselves to- 
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Taber Ntasri takes the Mth of office as prime minister (Photo by Yousef * Allan » 


wards an economy that relies 
on local abilities, and creating 
the appropriate atmosphere 
to redress the internal and 
external imbalances in our 
economy. Naturally, there is a 
price to pay for self-reliance. 
Society will have to decide on* 
a just distribution of responsi- 
bilities among its various seg- 
ments. Therefore, it is essen- 
tial to activate the creative 
potential available, to move 
our economy towards self re- 
liance. and to enhance 
coalescence between all seg- 
ments of society, within the 
framework of preserving 
national sovereignty. This 
coalescence will h3ve to bear 
the responsibility of deman- 
ding a greater productive 
effort from society, within the 
framework of preparing for 
fruitful endeavour and optim- 
al exploitation of local re- 


sources. This coalescence for 
development will have include 
rural and urban communities 
in equal measure. It must also 
encompass professional skills 
and creative ability ip :he pri- 
vate and public sectors. 

Your Majesty, 

The principles, concepts, 
and guidelines outlined in the 
letter of appointment, and the 
fundamentals and objectives 
which it defined, will consti- 
tute the bases which my gov- 
ernment will adopt in drawing 
its line of action and bearing 
its responsibilities, in view of 
the causes of the Jordanian 
nation, foremost among them 
the Palestinian problem. Arab 
solidarity, and all that relates 
to domestic affairs. We shall 
follow Your Majesty's guide- 
lines, and we shall always 
hope for Your Majesty’s con- 


tinued support as we seek 
diligently and sincerely to 
translate these guidelines into 
policies and programmes. We 
put our faith in God and in the 
awareness and unity of our 
people. We shall work faith- 
fully to cooperate with the 
legislative authority to lay the 
foundations of the ethics and 
rules within ihe broad guide- 
lines defined by the Constitu- 
tion and supplemented by the 
Charter. 

1 am honoured to submit to 
Your Majesty the names of 
my colleagues, the ministers, 
hoping that Your Majesty 
may kindly agree to sign ihe 
royal decree. 

May God always protect 
■and be with Your Majesty. 

.Amman, 19, June 1991. 
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ALBANIA ADMITTED TO CSCE 


Soviet stand stalls conference 
agreement on approach to crises 


BERLIN (AP) — Foreign minis- 
ter from Europe and North 
America, trying to devise a plan 
to resolve post-cold war crises, 
were stymied Wednesday by the 
Soviet Union. 

The foreign ministers had 
opened the two-day meeting of 
die Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
by unanimously accepting Alba- 
nia as the 35th member. As a 
member, the once hardline com- 
munist state pledges to uphold 
human rights and democracy. 

The conference is to focus on 
turmoil in Yugoslavia and the 
creation of mediator teams to 
defuse various conflicts, as well as 
stimulate economic aid and in- 
vestment. 

But in their first closed talks on 
the issues, delegates crossed 
swords over how to react to con- 
flicts. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Mark 
Heyskens said the Soviet delega- 
tion objected to a proposal to 
begin mediation without the 
agreement of all 35 member 
countries. 

The Soviets, who are grappling 
with several internal crises, want 
unanimous approval from the 
CSCE countries before the 
“emergency mechanism” process 
can begin, Heyskens said. Re- 


quiring such unanimity would 
mean that even the countries 
involved in the crisis would have 
to agree. 

The majority disagrees with the 
Soviet position, Heyskens said. 
But the CSCE operates by con- 
sensus. 


come a member. 

Until its recent reforms, Alba- 
nia had been the last hard-line 
communist state in Europe and 
the only European country not a 
member of the CSCE, which 
groups Europe with the United 
States and Canada. 


“Consensus is not always desir- 
able or applicable," the Belgian 
foreign minister told reporters. 

Moscow also had blocked three 
independence-minded Soviet re- 
publics from taking part in the 
closed meetings. 

The three Baltic republics, who 
are not members of the CSCE, 
sent their foreign ministers to 
plead for independence from the 
Soviet Union. 

The Baltic ministers also were 
rebuffed in their attempt to meet 
with Soviet Foreign Minister Ale- 
xander Bessmertnykh, said Jueri 
Luik. counselor to Estonian 
Foreign Minister Lennart Men. 

A U.S. official said U.S. 


Secretary of State .femes Baker 
was to meet the ministers from 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia la- 
ter Wednesday. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher opened 
the conference Wednesday morn- 
ing by asking delegates to 
approve Albania’s request to be- 


Albania’s acceptance in the in- 
ternational body was expected to 
boost the impoverished country 
as it struggles to break from four 
decades of communist ideology. 

After Genscher banged the 
conference gavel marking Alba- 
nia’s admittance, the country's 
foreign minister, Muhaxnet Ka- 
pllani, moved from his observer's 
position to a seat next to Baker. 

Baker is to travel to Albania 
Friday for a brief stop to meet 
with Premier Yilli Bufi and lead- 
ers of the country’s democratic 
opposition. The United States 
and Albania signed an agreement 
last March to normalise relations 
after a bitter 52-year estrange- 
ment 

In a welcoming speech. Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said Germany would be a “reli- 
able partner 1 ' as the organisation 
sought to shed the burden of 
history that had brought “un- 
speakable human misery” to 
Europe in this century. 


“This history admits of only 
one conclusion: There may never 
again be a return to the demons 
of yesterday, to nationalism and 
racism, to ideological intoler- 
ance. to threats and the use of 
forces,” Kohl said. 

Without naming countries. 
Kohl appeared to refer to civil 
unrest in Yugoslavia and the 
Soviet Union when be warned 
there was already need for the 
conflict resolution measures the 
conference was considering. 

“A glance at alarming develop- 
ments in parts of Europe under- 
lines this necessity. We cannot 
and may not be indifferent if 
military violence threatens any- 
where in Europe,” Kohl told the 
session. 


The aim of the meeting. Baker 
said in a conference-eve speech, 
is to look beyond the end of the 
cold war and the demise of the 
Warsaw Pact and create “the 
architecture of a new Europe and 
a new Atlanticism.” 

“We must begin to extend the 
trans-Atlantic community to cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe, and to 
the Soviet Union,” be said. 

Bessmertnykh, whose country 
is pleading for aid, said economic 
cooperation would be a major 
theme of the conference. 


Yeltsin declares Russia not 
begging, open for business 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Boris 
N. Yeltsin, on his first visit to the 
United States since being elected 
president of the Russian Repub- 
lic, says he doesn't like Soviet 
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev 
very much because the Kremlin 
leader is inconsistent and bends 
under pressure. 

Yeltsin’s slap at his chief of 
state and erstwhile political rival 
came just a few hours after he 
had praised Gorbachev Tuesday 
for making possible his victory in 
Russia's first democratic pres- 
idential election. 

“To a large extent, I don’t like 
him/' Yeltsin said in an interview 
with Ted Koppel on the ABC 
television network’s “Nightline " 
programme. He’s inconsistent. 
He has strength for a period of 
time, and then under pressure 
from other forces, he may change 
his decision. That isn’t a good 
thing.” 

Yeltsin, speaking through an 
interpreter, criticized Gorbachev 
for what he called the Soviet 
leader's “half-hearted decisions, 
changing his position, he goes 
first to the right, then to the left. 
These perhaps are the main qual- 


ities which l don’t like about 
bim." 

Recently, however, after being 
warned that continued military 
crackdown in the Baltics and a 
retreat from the reforms he 
started would lead to demands 
for his resignation, Gorbachev 
realinged himself with the refor- 
mers, Yeltsin said. 

“Since then, I would call our 
relations balanced ... pragmatic.” 
the Russian populist said. 
“There's nothing personal in this 
at all." 

Gorbachev brought Yeltsin 
into the top ranks of the Com- 
munist Party and then fired him 
three years ago after he com- 
plained that Gorbachev was mov- 
ing too slowly on reform. 


Yeltsin’s primary message on 
this first day of his four-day un- 
official visit to the United States 
was to declare Russia open for 
business. 

As leader of the largest and 
wealthiest of the Soviet Union's 
15 constituent republics. Yeltsin 
said, he did not come to beg. 

“We have not come here hat in 
hand," Yeltsin said. “We have 


come here to ... assure you we 
are working for a better future, 
one which we shall build with our 
own hands. 

“We shall travel your road” 
toward a market economy and a 
free enterprise system, the out- 
spoken ex-communist told his 
first audience at the start of the 
visit.” We believe that we have 
left behind the experiment that, 
we had to go through, the one 
which was called Marxism." 

Yeltsin said the Russian parlia- 
ment will adopt legislation this 
month to open the republic to 
foreign investment. 

“It will create a beneficial reg- 
ime for all investors from all over 
the world to come and set up 
their enterprises in the Soviet 
Union, to own them and manage 
them as they see fit,” he said. 
“And we want them to make a 
profit, and we believe the people 
of Russia will benefit because of 
that." 

The blunt-spoken Yeltsin at 
first appeared sensitive to U.S. 
concerns that his visit might 
embarrass Gorbachev, who has 
the support of the Bush adminis- 
tration. 


Volcano, bases uncertainty 
put a damper on business 


OLONGAPO, Philippines (AP) 
— Uncertainty over the future of 
U.S. military bases and the de- 
vastation of Mount Pinatubo may 
mean the party’s over in the U.S. 
navy’s fun capital of the Pacific. 

The erupting volcano has 
dumped tonnes of ash on this city 
outside the main gate of Subic 
Bay Naval Base, damaging hun- 
dreds of homes and businesses, 
including the bars and nightclubs 
that cater to U.S. servicemen. 

Bar owners and other business- 
men face a dilemma: Should they 
spend thousands of dollars repair- 
ing the damage only to have the 
Americans leave if no agreement 
on the bases can be reached 
before their lease expires in 
September? 

‘Til wait until September be- 
fore investing anything,” said 
Lolita Manuela, owner of a bar. 
“I just may sell out and move to 
Manila.” 

Regulars from the base still 
prowl the bars on the Garish 
Ramon Magsaysay Avenue. But 
power aits have shut off the lights 
and even the refrigerators which 
cool tiie beer. Most business 


occurs now during the day. 

Bar girts while away the even- 
ing hours sitting outride the dar- 
kened nightclubs in front of huge 
mounds of volcanic aril cleared 
from the roofs. 

“Whoever heard of Pinatubo, 
we didn’t even know it was a 
volcano,” bargui Rose Cruz said. 
“Now it’s spoiled our lives, even 
our prospects for finding an 
American to marry. The Amer- 
icans are our livelihood.” 

Negotiations on a new agree- 
ment covering Subic and Qark 
Air Base broke off May 3 because 
of differences over compensation 
and bow long the Americans can 
stay. Washington offered $360 
mi lli on a year for 10 years, but 
the PhiH^rines was dema n d i n g 
$825 million a year for a seven- 
year agreement. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
Richard Cheney says the United 
States must now take into consid- 
eration how much it wfil cost to 
repair damage at Clark and Subic 
before deciding whether it wants 
to keep them. 

VirgOio Umali, whose Bogart’s 
Bar boasts the only mechanical 


bull in tiie Philippines, says he 
and the other owners are closely 
watching the stalled bases talks 
before deciding what to do. 

“I might deride to invest in a 
resort if the Americans stay for 10 
more years,” be said. “But if ifs 
five yean or shorter, I don’t think 
TO spend the money.” 

Tim future of tire bases is critic- 
al to the economy of this city of 
more than 300,000 people about 
80 kilometres west of Manila 
because it depends almost entire- 
ly on the Subic installation. 

Thousands of residents work 
on the base, either for the U.S. 
navy or for Filipino contractors 
which provide services such as 
food, cleaning and other conces- 
sions. 

Thousands more work in res- 
taurants, bus, hotels and other 
businesses off-base which rely 
almost exclusively on American 
trade. 

“Just about everyone here de- 
pends directly or indirectly cm tiie 
bases,” said Vic Vizcocho, a jour- 
nalist who supplements bis in- 
come by selling pork to res- 
taurants 


Sandinistas take over radio station 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — 
Militants seized c on t ro l of a radio 
station and the city hall Tuesday to* 
protest a move to revoke laws 
that gave thousands of Sa n dj n i s - 
tas free property in the final 
months of their decade of rule. 


No one was seriously hurt in 
the takeovers at Radio Corpora- 
tion a rightist station, and at the 
capital's city hall. In both cases 
masked men identifying them- 
selves as Sandinistas forced their 
way info the buildings and 
vowed to remain inside. 

The takeovers were the latest 
in a series of Sandinista chal- 
lenges to the authority of Presi- 
dent Violeta Barrios de Chamor- 


ro, who is struggling to get Nicar- 
agua's economy functioning again 
after more than a dozen years of 
war. 

While tiie Sandinistas pressure 
her to leave intact the revolution- 
ary changes they made, former 
contra rebels and rightists are 
demanding Sandinista policies be 
overturned, pushing her govern- 
ment hr conflicting directions. 

The laws the gunmen wanted 
to protect were approved by the 
leftist Sandinista government af- 
ter it lost the February 1990 
election but before Chamorro’s 
government was inaugurated 
April 25. 

The measures specified that 
anyone using confiscated proper- 


ty became the immediate owner, 
and enabled city governments to 

give vacant property away to 
almost anyone who asked. 

Former President Daniel Orte- 
ga Reader of the Sandinistas, had 
warned that his followers may 
take action if the millioxis of 
dollars worth of state property 
handed out to party faithful had 
to be given baric. 


Sandinista officials and follow- 
ers got cars, office supplies, com- 
puters and small farms or houses 
in the giveaway. Higher-ranking 
officials got luxurious homes 
seized from Nicaraguans who left 
the country after the 1979 Sandi- 
msta revolution. 


Slovenia 
appears 
determined 
to break 
from 

Yugoslavia 


LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— Slovenes appear determined to 
declare independence sometime 
in the next week, despite the 
certain economic hardship and 
the uncertain response of Yugos- 
lavia’s federal government. 

“It’s like a mother delivering a 
baby — she suffers a lot of pain 
before she smiles,” Slovenia's 
prime minister, Lojze Peterie, 
said of the troubles that might 
accompany secession. He added, 
“there’s no way back, char's im- 
possible.” 


Croatia, another Western- 
leaning republic, plans to quit the 
tonering Balkan Federation with- 
in days of Slovenia’s declaration. 

Yugoslav and western govern- 
ments have warned that a spiff in 
the federation could fatally dis- 
rupt the already shaky economy. 
Even Slovenia’s leadership has 
said the republic, Yugoslavia’s 
most prosperous, would suffer 
economic problems. 

Federal Premier Ante Marko- 
vic told Slovenia’s parliament a 
week ago that secession could 
result in chaos and said be hoped 
that would not require military 
intervention. 

If Sfovenia does proceed with 
plans to break way June 26, its 
leaders won’t be making any 
quick, dramatic changes. 


‘Pavlov trying to seize 
powers from Gorbachev’ 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Press Wednesday accused Prime 
Minister Valentin Pavlov of 
trying to seize powers from Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev by re- 
questing emergency controls over 
matters such as finance and agri- 
culture. 

“Pavlov on the captain’s bridge 
— is the ship sinking?" asked the 
reformist daily, Moskovski Kom- 
somolets, in a typical comment 
from Wednesday’s press. “He 
wants to take some of Gor- 
bachev’s powers from him." 

Without consulting Gor- 
bachev, Pavlov asked the nation- 
al legislature Tuesday to grant 
him powers to issue decrees with- 
out the approval of the president 
or parliament. 

The supreme Soviet legislature 
asked a committee to study Pav- 
lov's request and report back 
Friday. 

Pavlov also put forward an 
economic reform plan sharply at 
odds with a Western-backed plan 
drafted by Harvard University 
and former Russian republic eco- 
nomic adviser Grigory Yavlinsky. 

In what tiie government news- 
paper Izvestia called an attempt 


“to go behind tiie president’s 
back,” Pavlov was quoted as 
saying he objects to Gorbachev’s 
decision to seek aid from the 
West. 

Pavlov told the legislature that 
Gorbachev was too busy to hand- 
le day-to-day government busi- 
ness. The prime minister said he 
needed authority to issue 
emergency decrees on such mat- 
ters as the harvest, banking, and 
taxation. 


The flap comes on the heels Of 
a major political victory for Gor- 


bachev, an a greeme nt in April by 
: 15 Soviet repuhhes on 


The Soviet Union lost modi of 
last year’s record grain harvest 
doe to the command economy’s 
failure to adjust to the bounty. 
The national government also has 
been financially strapped by its 
own deficit spending and by Rus- 
sia’s refusal to turn over all the 
tax revenues demanded by the 
Kremlin. 

Gorbachev’s spokesman tried 
to play down the apparent con- 
flict between the president and 
prime minister. 

“It is nothing dangerous. I 
don’t think Gorbachev wants to 

overdramatize it,” spokesman 
Vitaly Ignatenko told reporters 
Tuesday. 


trine of the 

a new onion treaty holding the 
country together. 

Many hardline lawmakers sup- 
port Pavlov, Goxbachev’sfinaxice. 
minister until six months ago.But 
reformist lawmakers and news- . 
papers noted Gorbachev already 
has emergency powers, andac- ; 
cased Pavlov of seeking them, to 
override the president's policies. 


“I don’t know whether ifs a 
majority or not, a lot of deputies 
will vote for Pavlov’s request,” 
Vitaly A. Semyonov, a lawmaker 
from the Ukranian dty of Dnep- 
ropetrovsk, said during a break in 
Wednesday's legislative session. 

Semyonov, a member of tire 
hard-line Soyuz Faction, said 
many lawmakers fear that speedy 
moves toward a market-oriented 
economy will create chaos. 

“We’re trying to do everything 
in two years. I don’t think any- 
thing good mil come of that,” he 
said. “If we’re going to preserve 
the country, we must change gra- 
dually." 


Congress Party contemplates 
minority Indian government 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Congress Party is toying with the 
idea of forming the country’s 
third successive minority govern- 
ment if it cannot fonnailay put 
together a parliamentary major- 
ity. party officials said Wednes- 
day. 

“That certainly is an option.” 
one senior Congress member said 
as the party emerged from 
marathon elections just short of a 
parliamentary majority. 

Congress and its allies in parlia- 
ment were 27 seats shy of a 
majority with 40 seats left to be 
declared, most of them in the 
Hindi heartland states of Uttar 
Pradesh and Bihar where the 
party has fared badly. 

Congress and its allies have 
won 229 of the 511 seats at stake, 
followed by the Hindu chauvinist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
with 109 and the National Front 
with 59. 

’There is no legal problem, 
said the senior party official, who 
asked not to be identified. “All 
we have to do is win a vote of 


confidence in parliament. There 
is no formal requirement that we 
prove a majority.” 

However, those groups Con- 
gress is looking at as coalition 
partners have been highly ambiva- 
lent about joining the govern- 
ment, saying they would prefer to 
support Congress on an issue by 
issue basis. 

Other major parties have said 
the message from the lowest turn- 
out of India’s massive 514 miUion 
electorate — only 53 per cent 
bothered to vote — appeared to 
be that people were fed up of 
elections and political games. 

“Congress can realistically rest 
assured that no one is going to 
want to bring down the govern- 
ment for the next year or two for 
fear of public displeasure,” said 
Pran Chopra, a veteran analyst at 
the Independent Centre for Poli- 
cy Research. 

That gives Congress plenty of 
time to shore up its position, the 
party officials said. 

But. they said, the party would 


prefer a majority sooner rather 
than later to deal with the coun- 
try’s worst economic crisis as wcO 
as tiie deep internal dnrisons 
reflected in the results of India’s 
bloodiest elections. 


The voting followed nearly two 
years of caste, religious mid 
separatist violence in which 
thousands of people were killed, 
and the rise and fall of two 
minority governments. 

Congress leader Rajiv Gandhi 
was assassinated May 21 after tiie 
first day of voting, a trauma that 
delayed the ending of die elec- 
tions until last Saturday. 


The biggest winner was the 
BJP, emerging as the second big- 
gest single party after a campaign 
that pushed Hindu nationalism 
and tapped latent anti-Muslim 
antagonism. 

Other major parties are largely 
concerned with freezing . out the 
BJP and its challenge to tradition- 
al secular politics, opening a 
series of options for Congress to 
achieve a majority. 


Romanian 
premier 
tours industry 
to calm 
labour unrest 


There will be no crisp new 
banknotes to spend, no Slovenian 
passports for travel, and probably 
no international recognition. Ab- 
out 20,000 soldiers of the Yugos- 
lav people’s army will still be 
encamped on Slovene territory 
from tiie alps to the adriatic. 

But Slovenia’s leaders insist the 
declaration will be more than 
symbolic. 

They say it will mark the begin- 
ning of statehood for 2 million 
people who in 1918 passed from 
centuries' of rule by Austria’s 
Hapsburgs to decades of troubled 
relations with Serbs, . Croats and 
other nationalities in multi-ethnic 
Yugoslavia. 


BUCHAREST (R) — The threat 
of a general strike planned by 
Romania's biggest trade union 
bloc appeared to recede Wednes- 
day as Prime Minister Petxe Ro- 
man began a tour of key indust- 
rial centres in a bid to calm labour 
unrest and explain his market 
economy reforms. 

A general strike called by the 
National Confederative Union 
(NCU) Woe, with over three mil- 
lion members and a self-declared 
aim of forcing Roman to resign 
for bungling the reforms, foiled to 
materialise. A railway strike 
crumbled after a angle day. 

Roman went to Ploiesti. a big 
oil refining and chemical centre 
north of Bucharest, to meet man- 
agers, provincial politicians and 
union chiefs to discuss local prob- 
lems in adopting reforms to 
switch Romania from a 
Communist-style system to a 
market economy, Rom pres News 
Agency said. 


Officiate said it was the first of 
several such trips planned this 
week to defuse tension as the 
National Salvation Front (NSF) 
government faced the worst wave 
of strikes since it took power in 
the December 1989 revolution. 


Salvador peace talks 


stymied in early stages 


QUERETARO, Mexico (AP) — 
Peace talks between Salvadoran 
guerrillas and the rightist govern- 
ment appeared stalemated Tues- 
day. A neutral source dose to the 
negotiations said “the overall 
view is not very positive.” 

The latest round, which started 
Sunday with United Nations 
mediation in ■Queretaro; 200 
kilometres north of Mexico City, 
centres on guerrilla demands for 
reforms in the Salvadoran army 
with an eventual goal of a cease- 
fire. 

Violence has continued un- 
abated throughout more than a 


year of talks. 

Fifteen people died in a rebel 
attack on the country's largest 
prison that freed 131 prisoners, 
authorities said Tuesday. Justice 
minister Rene Hernandez 
Vafiente said 53 of them were 
political prisoners. 

The armed forces said nine 
prisoners died in “cross fire” and 
four guerrillas and two soldiers 
died in tiie combat that raged for 
more than an hour Monday night 
after the rebels blew a bole in the 
wall of la Esperanza Prison, ab- 
out 10 kflornetres north of San 
Salvador. 


Opposition leader accuses 
Roh’s party of vote-buying 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — 
Opposition leader Kim Dae- Jung 
accused President Rob Tae- 
Woo’s government party 
Wednesday of corruption and 
vote-buying, and urged a vote of 
no confidence against Rob in 
local elections. 

“If (Roh’s) party wins the elec- 
tions, U is tantamount to giving 
them a vote of confidence. Then 
his government will strengthen its 
authoritarian rale,” Kim told a 
news conference as be wrapped 
up a campaign tour for Thurs- 
day’s balloting. 

Kim, head of the nation's main 


opposition group, the New 
Democratic Party, accused the 
government of using money and 
administrative power to buy votes 
and help governing party candi- 
dates. 

“Let the candidates know that 
the more money they spend on 
campaigning, the more likely 
they are to lose,'’ he added. 

The governing Democratic 
Liberal Party said it was confi- 
dent of victory. It said voters 
want stability after weeks of vio- 
lent anti-government protests af- 
ter the April 26 fatal beating of a 
student demonstrator by police. 


AIDS cure could be Chinese herbs or acupuncture 


FLORENCE, Italy (R) — Gov- 
ernments should look into 
Chinese herbs, acupuncture and 
hypnosis as possible keys to cur- 
ing AIDS and not just fund con- 
ventional research, victims of the 
disease said Tuesday. 

“Scientists are spending all the 
money on looking for a magic 
bullet better than (the AZT 
drug),” AIDS patient and activist 
Jo Greenberg told a packed 
workshop at the seventh interna- 
tional AIDS conference in Flor- 
ence. 

“But 80 per cent of the world's 
AIDS victims are being treated 
with alternative or indigenous 
methods. Governments should 
fund studies on these, now,” said 
Greenberg, of the New York 
based act up (AIDS coalition to 
unleash power).” 

The only approved treatment. 


AZT, prolongs life but is highly 
toxic. AIDS activists and doctors 
say the pharmaceutical industry 
has been slow to treat the AIDS 
epidemic. 

Treatments outlined at the 
workshop included traditional 
Chinese medicine, acupuncture, 
psycho-analysis and hypnosis. 

Greenberg said such methods 
used as part of a holistic approach 
could purify the body and help 
restore the body's resistance to 
diseases, which is destroyed by 
AIDS. 


Such approaches are already 
often used by cancer victims and 
sufferers of other diseases who 
praise their effectiveness in re- 
lieving pain. 

Meanwhile, delegates to the 
seventh international AIDS con- 
ference were told educational 


efforts to control the disease by 
promoting safe sexual behaviour 
have backfired among inner city 
youths, one of the highest risk 
groups. 

With such teenagers already 
suffering all tbe other stresses of 
living in America's ghettos, 
“knowing that they are at risk for 
AIDS can actually make them 
more likely to indulge in be- 
haviour that is associated with the 
transmission of the disease,” said 
Arlene S ti ffin an , a professor at 
Washington University. 

In a long term study of 602 
inner-city youths in 10 U.S. cities, 
Stiffinan found that knowledge of 
AIDS and exposure to multiple 
sources of information about bow 
the disease was transmitted did 
not alter their behaviour. 

Instead, the more tbe teena- 
gers realised thrir personal ”r&k, 


the more likely they were to 
continue taking those risks. 

“If you see no hope for your 
fife, there’s not much point in 
changing tbe way you do things,” 
she said. 

On the other hand, AIDS 
activists protested Tuesday about 
alleged insensitive treatment 
meted out to sufferers of the dis- 
ease at a major AIDS confer- 
ence. 

“We are furious. We might 
expect AIDS phobia on the 
streets of Florence, but not inside 
tbe international AIDS confer- 
ence,” said Jeff Herwatt of the 
Militant American Act Up 
(AIDS coalition to unleash pow- 
er). 

Several thousand sufferers of 
the disease have converged on 
tiie five day conference in Flor- 
ence to dramatise their p ligh t. 
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China to crackctowt 
oit couples iivingbut 

of wedlock 


BEUING QQ — CSanaWffi 
ish and separate couples wfo Jive 
together out of wertkx^ wben a 


year; tbedffirial China ! 
Wednesday.; stars- i 

fined up; to 500 -yuan’ f 



ended,’ 
fine is equtvaleat to about 
month’s wages for an iarban 
worker. Tbcprmishmenty^aLna 
apply tobigaimsts, copies too 
closely rented by blood, and- 
marriages revolving. -partners 
deemed mefficaByunfiti” K4s 
first, time since: Cfana’s raamflgp 
laws- were e nacted m thc. 1950& 
that people involved nr juv&Sd 


the pewspapCT-saki/ 
Tbe early - Chinese Communist 
Revolutionaries, inducting foie 
chairman Mao Tbetung, t sq xm s ed 
free kjve. Mao Kvedwiftho then 
paramour Ting Qing '.wide still 
married to so m eooe.efee. 


Fbur charged with 
fraud tn connection 
with pet cemetery 


MELVILLE, New York (AP)— * 
Federal officials dunged owners' 
of a pet cemetery with fraud for. 
allegedly advertising private 
cremation or burial “to ease the 
grief of losing a pet” bat instead 

dnmjw l many wtrimfll enrcaffliK in 

mass graves. The FBI and U.S: 
attorney Andrew Maloney 
alleged the Long Island Pet 
Cemetery made nnQhms by im- 
properly disposing of the remains 
of as many as 250,000 pets. Most 
were sent in by their owners for 
private burial at a cost of 100 
dollars to 500 dollars -per pet, ora 
for private or mass cremation. ’ 
“This case is a particularly eras] 
hoax,” said Maloney. “Instead of 
animal lovers getting peace of 
mind, theyare faced froth t his.” 
Tbe company mailed brochures 
to pet owners, urging them “to 
ease the grid of losing a pet,” by 
choosing private cremation, the 
“modem and dignified method of 
care for your pets.” The remains 
of as many as 250,000 pets — 
mostly dogs— were not cremated - 
but instead dumped in mass bu - 1 
rial pits in tbe rear of tbe fadDt y, 
authorities alleged. Other pets 
that were supposed to be cre- 
mated individually were instead 
shoved dozens at a time into large 
ovens, foe federal officiate said. 
Scoops of ashes from the mass 
cremation were returned to pet 
owners with certificates falsely 
stating that tiie ashes were those! 
of their pet, foe FBI said. 


Three injured from 
student gunfire 




SYDNEY, Australia (AP) — A 
14-year-old student who was sent 
home from a school sports day 
returned with a .22-caliber rifte 
and wounded two teachers and a 
teen-age girl Wednesday, police 
said. One of the Orara High 
School teachers suffered a chest 
wound and was in serious but 
stable condition at Cofis Harbor 
Hospital, on the north coast oi t 
new south Wales state. A hospitaT 
spokesman said a second teacher,” 
who was shot in tiie left hand, and - . 
the injured 13-year-old student? • 
who was shot in tbe left thigh, 
were both in satisfactory and 
stable condition but would be 
undergoing operations later 
Wednesday. 


Murder at an Ivy 
league school 


HANOVER, New Hampshire 
(AP) — Two Ethiopian women* 
who came to the United States to,' 
study physics at Dartmouth Col 1 
lege were killed by an attaches; 
who struck them repeatedly with' 
an ax, police said Tuesday. AT 
32-year-old fellow Ethiopian, de-"' 
scribed as a friend of tiie victims, 
was in custody. The suspect^ 
Hafleselassie Ginnay, “made cer- 
tain admissions” about his role in , 
the deaths when he was arrested ' < 
Monday at the apartment where 
tbe bodies were found, said 
Hanover police chief Kart 
^Schimke. They are the first mur- 


ders in the Ivy league college 
community in more than 50r 
years, Sdnmke said. Police were 
called to the apartment, which he 
leased by Dartmouth, Monday? 
morning after a neighbour .ref. 
prated a disturbance. They duoo , .‘ 
vexed tiie bodies, found an ax 1 
they believe was used in the-- 
kflfings, and arrested Ginnay a fc. 
tire scene. Prosecutors said Gir-u 
may, an Ethiopian-born geofogyr 
teacher at a university in Sweden^ 1 , 
apparently also was staying in the- 
apartment while he visited the. 
women. .. 



